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Sixth Day February 26, 2007 

 
The House of Representatives of the Fifteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth 

Legislature convened its Sixth Day, Third Regular Session on Monday, February 26, 2007, at 1:45 
p.m. in the House Chamber on Capitol Hill, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands. 
  
 The Honorable Oscar M. Babauta, Speaker of the House, presided. 
 
 A moment of silent prayer was observed. 
 
 The Clerk called the roll and fifteen members were present.  Representative Jacinta M. 
Kaipat was excused.  Representatives Martin B. Ada and Edwin P. Aldan came in late. 
 
Rep. Taman:  Privilege, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Under privilege, recognized Representative Taman. 
 
Rep. Taman:  I am having a hard time breathing since this morning, and I wonder if Representative 
Yumul has any update on the volcanic activities.  Thank you. 
 
 The Chair recognized Chairman Yumul. 
 
Rep. Yumul:  Mr. Speaker, I have a memorandum from myself to you on the subject of the 
appointment for Special Committee on this issue, and I have assembled and organized the Special 
Committee with the following members:  Vice Speaker Justo S. Quitugua, Representative Francisco 
S. Dela Cruz and Representative Tebuteb to join me in this special committee so that we can 
ascertain the issues confronting among others.  He is correct – there is volcanic haze that has beset 
over Saipan and Tinian.  I have not received any information either in the media or in any other type 
of communication regarding that.  We will be looking into that matter. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  I appreciated, because members are very concerned about this issue.  It is 
affecting the health of our people in the CNMI.  Please take note of that and try to speed up your 
findings.  I recognize Representative Torres. 
 
Rep. Torres:  Just for information…the Garapan Elementary School had dismissed the school. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Is that today? 
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Rep. Torres:  Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  Even Dandan, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Dandan?  So Chairman Yumul, please expedite those information and you can 
find out what type of warning level would the public services be shut down similar to the schools or 
any other department or agencies of the government.  Continue, Representative Torres. 
 
Rep. Torres:  For your information, Mr. Speaker, I think the House should close business today and 
send us home because there is no water in the water tank. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  I am just made aware of that.  I am having the Director work with CUC as to that 
issue.  I recognize Representative Tenorio. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  On the issue of the volcanic ash, has anyone here been 
informed of what type of potential danger to the health, chemicals or otherwise? 
 
Speaker Babauta:  That is precisely the concern and the comment earlier made by Representative 
Taman to our designated Chairman on that special project.  Chairman Yumul, hopefully you can 
come back by the end of the week and give us some basic information about the haze.  

 ADOPTION OF JOURNALS 
None 

 INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
H. B. NO. 15-235: A Bill for an Act to amend Section 3 of Public Law 15-8 in order to clarity the 
intent of the $200,000 appropriate for the Department of Finance; and for other purposes.  
 

Offered by:  Rep. Justo S. Quitugua 
 

H. B. NO. 15-236: A Bill for an Act to require licenses for adult businesses and provide the 
enforcement of licensing by the Department of Finance by adding a new Chapter 4 to Title 4, 
Division 3 of the Commonwealth Code; and for other purposes.  

 
 Offered by:  Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz 
 Referred to:  Committee on Commerce and Tourism 
 
H. B. NO. 15-237:  A Bill for an Act to amend 4 CMC § 8122(c) as amended by Public Law 15-40; 
and for other purposes. 
 
 Offered by:  Rep. Oscar M. Babauta 
 
H. B. NO. 15-238:  A Bill for an Act to require all manufactures in the CNMI to label their 
manufactured, grown, produced or assembled products as “Made, in (‘Rota, Tinian, Saipan or any 
island to the North of Saipan’), Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.” 
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 Offered by:  Rep. Ray N. Yumul 
 

 INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
None 

 MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

None 

 SENATE COMMUNICATIONS 
 
SEN. COMM. 15-146: (2/20/07) Transmitting a certified copy of S. R. NO. 15-33, entitled, “A Senate 
resolution congratulating Sr. Mary Louise on her golden jubilee of religious profession as a Member 
of the Order of the Mercedarian Missionaries of Berriz.” [For info] 

 
SEN. COMM. 15-147: (2/20/07) Transmitting a certified copy of S. R. NO. 15-34, entitled, “A Senate 
Resolution conveying the sincere condolences and sympathy of the Senate of the Fifteen Northern 
Marianas Commonwealth Legislature to the bereaved family of the late Lorenzo Atalig Hocog, on 
the occasion of his untimely passing and paying tribute to his services to the people of the 
Commonwealth and fond memory.” [For info] 
 

The Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So move Mr. Speaker to accept SEN. COMM. 15-146 and 
SEN. COMM. 15-147 that appear on today’s Order of Business. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion on the motion. 
 
 There being no discussion, SEN. COMM. 15-146 and SEN. COMM. 15-147 were accepted 
through a voice vote. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The motion is carried.  Under House Communication, and I recognize 
Representative Yumul. 
 

 HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS  
 
Rep. Yumul:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I had just filed my memo to you assembling the Special 
Committee. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Thank you.  Clerk, take note and the memo to the Speaker from Representative 
Yumul shall be considered in the House Communication.  There being no other communication, we 
will go right down to Resolution Calendar under item number 15. 
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 COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JUDICIAL BRANCH 

None 

 COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE 
None 

 COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES 
None 

 OTHER COMMUNICATIONS 
None 

 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES 

None 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

None 

 RESOLUTION CALENDAR  
 
 The Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the adoption of H. J. R. NO. 
15-17. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. J. R. NO. 15-17:  A House Joint Resolution to respectfully request and authorized the Office of 
the Governor to provide funding for the development of a right of way manual for use by the 
Department of Public Works in obtaining highway construction grants from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.   
 
 There being no discussion, H. J. R. NO. 15-17 was adopted and carried by voice vote.  
 
Speaker Babauta:  The motion is carried.   H. J. R. NO. 15-17 is hereby adopted.  I recognize 
Representative Tebuteb. 
 
Rep. Tebuteb:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I have a memo sent to the Chairman of Committee on 
Health, Education and Welfare to withdraw H. B. NO. 15-195.  This is the Post-secondary Teacher 
Education Program.  I must apologize to the Chairman for the words that I have included in the 
memorandum.  Basically, I had advised him – for the record, I would like to respectfully request him 
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for his approval for the withdrawal of the bill, and if there is no objection, I would request that we 
place it on today’s Calendar. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Any objection. 
 
 There was no objection. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  I have observed that memo also, but at the same time, your humble Chairman had 
called my attention that he does agree to release that.  I recognize Chairman Ogo. 
 
Rep. Ogo:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  If no objection to the members, I would like to request the 
inclusion of H. B. NO. 15-7, HS1, SD1 referenced to SEN. COMM. NO. 15-121 for today’s Calendar 
for action.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Any objection. 
 
 There was no objection. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Any more recall?  Chairman Waki recognized. 
 
Rep. Waki:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  If there no objection to the members, I would like to make a 
motion to recall S. B. NO. 15-70, SD1 referencing SEN. COMM. NO. 15-139 from the JGO Committee 
to be placed on today’s Calendar for passage.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Any objection. 
 
 There was no objection. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Before I recognize the motion from the Floor Leader, let me just recognize 
Representative Tenorio. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  I beg the indulgence of the members if we can move back to item number 7. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Any objection. 
 
 There was no objection. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  So ordered.  Let us move back to item number 7. 
 

HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Mr. Speaker, I have a letter that was sent out to the Governor on February 14, 2007.  I 
apologize that I oversight on my part and I did not provide you a copy, but I wish for this to be 
included under House Communication for today’s session.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Have you made copies for the members.  Okay.  This is a letter concerning the 
recent chain of event involving one of the top executive of UMDA.  We do not need to read the 
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letter in its entirety for the record, but we will place the copies so that all the members can avail 
themselves.  It is a letter from the Office of Representative Tenorio to the Honorable Governor 
regarding the recent case or issue involving one of the chief executive of UMDA.  Clerk, please take 
note and receive that as a House Communication for the members’ perusal.  Thank you.   
 
Rep. Lizama:  Privilege, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  State your privilege. 
 
Rep. Lizama:  Mr. Speaker, I have a motion to recall H. B. NO. 15-221. 
 
 There was no objection. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  So ordered.  I recognize the Minority Leader. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Allow me, Mr. Speaker, to formerly request to also 
withdraw from the Committee H. B. NO. 15-167. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Any objection.  So ordered.  Clerk, please take note that Chairman Ada and 
Chairman Aldan are duly present this afternoon.  I recognize Representative Tenorio. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Mr. Speaker, just for the record, this particular bill that we just recalled – 
Congresswoman Kaipat requested that it be moved to the Committee, and we did it, but I just want 
to let you know.   
 
Speaker Babauta:  So understood.  Short recess. 
 

The House recessed at 2:02 p.m. 
 
 RECESS 
 
 The House reconvened at 2:03 p.m. 
   

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
None 

 
BILL CALENDAR 

 
 The Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, to suspend pertinent rules for the 
placement on today’s Calendar H. B. NO. 15-235, H. B. NO. 15-237, H. B. NO. 15-238, H. B. NO. 15-
195, H. B. NO. 15-07, S. B. NO. 15-70, SD1, H. B. NO. 15-221, and H. B. NO. 15-167. 
 
 The suspension motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 
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Speaker Babauta:  The motion is carried.  Floor Leader, you may proceed on the first bill. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage on First and Final 
Reading, H. B. NO. 15-222. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. B. NO. 15-222:  A HOUSE BILL FOR AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COLLEGE 
TO ENTER INTO A COMMERCIAL LOAN AGREEMENT FOR THE SUM OF $250,000 AND TO SECURE THE 
LOAN WITH ITS CASH DEPOSITS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. B. NO. 15-222 on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada yes 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo yes 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul yes 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  yes 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 17 “yes”, H. B. NO. 15-222 passes the House on First and Final 
Reading. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage of H. B. NO. 15-
224 on First and Final Reading. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. B. NO. 15-224:  A HOUSE BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND 3 CMC § 4363(E) AS CREATED BY PUBLIC 
LAW 13-49 SECTION 2; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. B. NO. 15-224 on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada yes 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
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Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo yes 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul yes 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  yes 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 17 “yes”, H. B. NO. 15-224 passes the House on First and Final 
Reading.  Next bill, Floor Leader. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage on First and Final 
Reading, H. B. NO. 15-227. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. B. NO. 15-227:  A HOUSE BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND 3 CMC § 4303(Q) AND § 4332(B); AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion on the motion.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. B. NO. 15-227 on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada yes 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo yes 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul yes 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  yes 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 17 “yes”, H. B. NO. 15-227 passes the House on First and Final 
Reading.  Floor Leader, next bill. 
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Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage on First and Final 
Reading, H. B. NO. 15-228. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. B. NO. 15-228:  A HOUSE BILL FOR AN ACT TO VEST THE EXPENDITURE AUTHORITY OF ALL FUNDS 
APPROPRIATED FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS OF THE COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY, 
INCLUDING FUNDS APPROPRIATED PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW NOS. 11-78, 11-79, 12-23, AND 12-6, 
WITH THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS OR HIS DESIGNEE. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. B. NO. 15-228, on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada yes 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo yes 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul yes 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  yes 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 17 “yes”, H. B. NO. 15-228 passes the House on First and Final 
Reading.  Next bill, Floor Leader. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage of H. L. I. NO. 
15-8. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. L. I. NO. 15-8:  A HOUSE LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE TO AMEND ARTICLE III, SECTION 11 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS TO AUTHORIZE THE 
ELECTION OF AN ATTORNEY GENERAL; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Let me remind the members that this is ¾ of the members present and voting.  I 
recognize the Minority Leader. 
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Rep. Palacios:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  This is a very important issue.  I remember that this 
particular issue came up in the Thirteenth Legislature, and if you may recall, Mr. Speaker, you were 
a member of that Legislature, and there was a substantial deliberation as to its merits.  Some of the 
concerns that were raised during that deliberation manifested themselves with the Guam elected 
Attorney General’s Office.  It actually happened.  Some of the concerns that were raised at that time 
occurred during the terms in the Guam situation, because Guam had an elected attorney general.  So 
I support the Initiative, Mr. Speaker.  It certainly is a new approach in the way we have our attorney 
general to be elected.  So I can only ask my colleagues to be mindful of the potential problematic 
areas that we may face, and to be ready to defend your votes incase something happens, and we may 
be called on.  They may ask as to why we decided to have an elected attorney general.  There are a 
lot of merits for it, because it certainly would provide for independence and that the individual 
sitting in that position would be accountable to the people more so then to the appointing authority.  
It is also comes with a set of problems that I hope our Commonwealth would be able to deal with 
when those situations arises.  Again, I do not want to go into the details of the situation where an 
elected attorney general almost retarded any progress in the government because it was constantly 
against the executive branch or challenging the authority of the executive branch or the legislative 
branch for that matter.  So it is something that we need to be very mindful of.  It is an exchange.  
There are going to be some challenges on this issue.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Clarification, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  State your clarification. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I just want clarification on page 3 on line 3.  It says, “The 
term of office of the attorney general shall be four years. For purposes of this amendment, upon 
ratification, a special election shall be held within ninety (90) days.  All elections for the attorney 
general shall coincide with general election.  If we held an election within 90 days, it will not 
coincide with the general election which is two years from now.  It is just a clarification.  Am I 
reading this right or is there something…? 
 
 The Chair recognized Chairman Dela Cruz. 
 
Rep. Dela Cruz:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  The intention is to coincide with the general election, and 
if our legal counsel can clarify. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  We will allow our legal counsel to clarify the concern of Representative Tenorio. 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  Basically, the section you are referring to – yes, the regular 
election for the attorney general shall coincide with the general election, but once this amendment is 
ratified and it becomes part of the Constitution, then 90 days after that, we will have our first Special 
Election for the attorney general.  So it would be just that one time.  Once the Constitution has been 
amended and it requires that we now elect our attorney general, we will have a Special Election 90 
days after that. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  And that would practically in a sense would serve the remainder term of the 
present seated attorney general? 
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Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  Yes, I would think so. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Similar to those that are normally conducted for special elections when there is a 
representative or a senate seat is vacant? 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  Yes. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  That means then that he will be serving for two years, right? 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  Whenever this becomes ratified by the people. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  So that would be considered one term – then in the next general election there is 
going to be another election? 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Four years. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Thank you for the clarification. 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Joseph Deleon Guerrero. 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Just to clarify also…does a person whom 
wins the special election and then runs again during the first general election – if he wins again, 
would that be considered two terms?  Does the special election attorney general – even though it is a 
special election only serves for two years – would that be considered a first term? 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  Basically, without any amendment to this language, yes.  
You are basically finishing up the first terms and if it is less than four years – it is less than four 
years, you have one more full term left. 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you. 
 
 The Chair recognized the Vice Speaker. 
 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I have a similar concern with Representative 
Deleon Guerrero, and this section, Mr. Speaker, might generate different interpretations.  I suggest 
that instead of having a special election – once this is ratified, the attorney general will be elected in 
the upcoming general election, and he/she will complete two terms of four years, rather than one 
term of two years, and then another four years. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  It is a policy call.  As I always mentioned to all of you, the Initiative…I am 
supportive of this idea, but several occasions I ask of you to dwell deeply because amending the 
Constitution is quite a huge task for all of us.  Again, it is a policy call and it is part of us being 
elected as members of the legislature.  Vice Speaker, you may continue. 
 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  I think that if we strike out the sentence on page 3, line 4 that starts with, 
“For purposes of this amendment, upon ratification, a special election shall be held within ninety 
(90) days.”  I think that if we strike this out, the bill is very clear that the election will coincide with 
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the general election, and then, “No person shall be elected attorney general for more than two 
terms.” 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Joseph Deleon Guerrero. 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  Mr. Speaker, I am leaning towards the language that is currently in 
the bill.  The amendment that our Vice Speaker would like to implement would basically forego an 
elected attorney general until two years after the mid term or on the next general election.  I feel that 
after this thing is approved in the next mid term election by the people, that it should take effect.  
Perhaps if your concern is that, that person be allowed to serve two full terms, you maybe able to 
add language after line 7 saying that, “provided further that any attorney general who wins during 
the special election shall not be considered a first term.”  I think that whoever wants this passed that 
we should go ahead and allow for an elected attorney general.  Why forego it? 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Torres. 
 
Rep. Torres:  Mr. Speaker, I think that Congressman Deleon Guerrero’s point is very well explained 
because if we limit to – if we call the two years to be a term then the attorney general out there will 
probably not be interested to run for two years terms less than the full four year term.  So he has a 
good point there. 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Waki. 
 
Rep. Waki:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  After listening to some of the comments, and also 
Representative Palacios, I am in favor of the bill.  I am just wondering who is going to be educating 
the people after we pass this Initiative?  People are always kind of wondering what each position 
does, and here we are, we are going to ask them if they want an elected attorney general.  They may 
wonder what the difference, because some of the problems that Guam had with their elected attorney 
general – there was a lot of in house fighting.  There was no real cooperation.  I am not sure if that is 
going to be good for the government.  I think we should give the people a little chance to get their 
opinion that they understand the major changes in actually voting on this initiative for an elected 
attorney general because after the fact, they will have very little power to try to get this individual 
out if it is not done.  This is just my only concern – that when it was recalled from the Committee, 
that we did not have a public hearing on any of the Initiatives that we are going to vote on here.  It is 
not to say that I do not want to vote on the Initiative – I do.  I really would like to see an elected 
attorney general, but at least the people that we represent have a little knowledge on why this would 
be beneficial to them.  I think that we should allow that even before we vote on any initiative.  If 
they do not comment on anything then that is fine.  We can vote on it on their behalf, but until such 
time, I would like to see at least one public hearing in reference to Initiatives that they are going to 
have to vote on for educational purposes only.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The Commonwealth Election Commission is charged pursuant to Public Law 12-
18 to conduct and advertise for a period of time before the election on all public forums such as the 
initiatives to the general public.  I recognize the Vice Speaker. 
 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  Another idea, Mr. Speaker, so that the election would run smoothly is that 
maybe we should eliminate the general election, and if the attorney general is elected during the mid 
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term, it would be on a mid term election, and that would separate him from the politics of the general 
election.  It would be more on a nonpartisan campaign, because once it is in the general election, 
even if you say nonpartisan, politics would come in.  So if we elect him on a general election which 
is right after the mid term then this attorney general will be elected every four years, but not on the 
general election, but on the mid term.  For me, it is better that way.  Less politics and less influence 
from political parties. 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Taman. 
 
Rep. Taman:  I was just going to point out Public Law 12-18 with regards to Chairman Waki’s 
concern, but you took the words out of my mouth, and now I want to yield to the Minority Leader.  
Thank you. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  I did not realize that, my humble apology.  I recognize the Minority Leader. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I think that the term “general elections” also include the 
mid term elections. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Correct. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  So it is not the big election that we usually connect with the general election, but 
general election is also mid term election.  I agree with you and therefore he would serve four years 
thereafter.  Thank you. 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Taman. 
 
Rep. Taman:  Mr. Speaker, I like the Vice Speaker’s recommendation.  Perhaps maybe we should 
ask him to make that motion so that we can move on. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Before I recognize the Vice Speaker, I want to recognize Chairman Yumul. 
 
Rep. Yumul:  I was just going to reiterate that I think it be beneficial to have an attorney general 
have four years commencing on a mid term the way we define it.  That way, we do not have the way 
Guam had developed their first elected attorney general where you have the Governor and the 
Attorney General buttheads for the entire four years, and basically caused the people of Guam 
tremendous amounts of money and time.  If we allow the attorney general to have four full years 
starting from a mid term election, at least there will be a continuity here, and it would give the 
Governor and also the Attorney General little leeway.  It is just a suggestion.  I do not have any 
issues with that.  I think this is a fine Initiative and we should move forward.  Thank you. 
 
 The Chair recognized the Vice Speaker. 
 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  Mr. Speaker, if the general election is mid term – but to reduce the 
confusion, Mr. Speaker, when you talk to people about general election, their thoughts are of when 
we elect a Governor, but when you talk about mid term election -  the election where you do not 
elect our Governor and Senators…so my recommendation, Mr. Speaker, to eliminate any confusion, 
maybe we should strike out the sentence on page 3, line 1, “All elections for the attorney general 
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shall coincide with general elections.”  If we strike that sentence out, it will not confuse the 
interpretation of the bill as to general or mid term. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Please put that into a proper motion. 
 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  Strike out the sentence starting on line 3 with the word, “All elections for 
the attorney general shall coincide with general elections.”   
 
 The oral floor amendment offered by the Vice Speaker was seconded. 
  
Speaker Babauta:  Is everyone cleared on the amendment?   
 
 Several members voiced, “ready.” 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  I recognize Representative Joseph Deleon Guerrero. 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  I just want to get the counsel’s advice whether this amendment 
would basically allow for the intent that our Vice Speaker wants to implement.  In other words, if we 
strike out that line, “upon ratification, a special election shall be held” if it ratified in this upcoming 
mid term election, 90 days after that would be the special election, and then whoever wins shall 
serve for basically…well the remainder four years minus 90 days?  Is that in line with that or do we 
need to make specific amendments to? 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  First, I would like to clarify.  You want to strike out line 3 up 
to where?  Is it just that one sentence… 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  Up to line 4. 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  Actually, I do not think we should do that because we need 
to specify when we are going to have the election for the attorney general.  I would recommend 
instead that we – for the second line where it says, “for the purpose of this amendment, upon 
ratification, a special election shall be held within 90 days”, we can strike out, “a special election 
shall be held within 90 days” and instead insert, “For purposes of this amendment upon ratification, 
the attorney general shall be elected at the next general election” just to make it clear to let the 
current attorney general finish his term… 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  But that is not the intent. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Short recess. 
 

The House recessed at 2:35 p.m. 
 
 RECESS 
 
 The House reconvened at 2:42 p .m. 
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Speaker Babauta:  We are back to our plenary session, before I recognize the Vice Speaker, let me 
just recognize the Honorable former Speaker of the House and Lieutenant Governor, Diego 
Benavente in the Gallery.  Welcome.  Vice Speaker, you have the floor. 
 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  Mr. Speaker, I would like to withdraw my original motion striking out the 
sentence, “All elections for the attorney general shall coincide with general elections”, and take the 
recommendation of the legal counsel, and that will help also the Board of Election prepare and 
educate the people for the general election. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  In essence, you are saying that the provision shall remain as it is. 
 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  Yes.  It shall remain and we will take into consideration the legal counsel’s 
recommendation. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Any objection? 
 
 There was no objection. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Vice Speaker, your oral amendment is hereby withdrawn by the consensus of the 
House.  I recognize Representative Torres. 
 
Rep. Torres:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  On page 2, line 16, paragraph (a) and (b) – I take this as a 
qualification for an attorney general.  The words, “The attorney general shall be at least”, is it not… 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Should be. 
 
Rep. Torres:  I think that the candidate for the attorney general shall be at least…we cannot just say 
that the attorney shall be at least when he is not a candidate yet.  Am I to suggest… 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Counsel, I would allow discussion to clarify that. 
 
Rep. Torres:  The same with paragraph (b) too.  I think that the candidate for shall be inserted 
between (d) and the attorney general and maybe a word of, “shall be of good moral character and an 
active member”, because some of these candidates may be of good moral character. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Well (c) clarifies your concern.  On a serious note, you want to take… 
 
Rep. Torres:  Mr. Speaker, I think that the legal counsel should correct me - maybe I am out of order. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  No, you are not.  Counsel, I guess the concern of colleague Torres is whether or 
not (a) and (b) is part of the criteria to be candidate. 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  Yes, the attorney general shall be at least 35 years of age.  
These are the qualifications.  So basically, any person who is a candidate for attorney general has to 
satisfy these qualifications.  The language here is modified after the Constitution and the language 
that is used.  So, when we say, the attorney general, we are just saying that whoever is the attorney 
general has to at least be 35 years of age and all these requirements. 
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Rep. Torres:  So you are telling me that the word candidate – the candidate for the attorney general is 
understood in this? 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  Definitely.  The way this is perceived is that anyone who 
wants to be a candidate has to qualify based on this provisions, and whoever is elected as the 
attorney general has to qualify with these provisions.  If they do not comply with these provisions 
even though they are elected, that person would not qualify. 
 
Rep. Torres:  Okay, satisfied. 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  It is also for the Election Commission – this is the criteria 
that we use for the applicants that apply or the candidates that would submit their intent. 
 
 The Chair recognized the Minority Leader. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Thank you, MR. Speaker.  I would like to ask, if I may, if I could be allowed to 
perhaps have the legal counsel or somebody be allowed to answer questions. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Proceed. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Would the attorney general being an elected official be subjected to the same process 
for example, for any recall or impeachment as let us say the Governor or any member of the 
Legislature?  I do not see it in this proposal. 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  I do not have the Constitution in front of me, but I believe 
the language – I am not sure if…but I think it pertains to all elected officials.  So if the attorney 
general is elected then technically, the attorney general be subject to recall too.  I do not have the 
Constitution in front of me.  I would have to look at the provision that discusses recalls, but just for 
my recollection, I think it refers to elected officials. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Mr. Speaker, can I ask for a five minute recess so that we can have the counsel take a 
look at that to make sure.  If it is not there… 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Let me just hand the counsel my Constitution.  We will go ahead and have a short 
recess. 
 

The House recessed at 2:47 p.m. 
 
 RECESS 
 
 The House reconvened at 2:56 p.m. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  We are back to our plenary session.  We are still discussing H. L. I. NO. 15-8, and 
I recognize Representative Joseph Deleon Guerrero. 
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Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  If there is no objection from the members, 
I would like to offer an oral floor amendment to strike out starting on line 4 where it reads, “For 
purposes of this amendment, upon ratification, a special election shall be held within ninety (90) 
days.”   
 
 The oral floor amendment was seconded. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  I recognize Representative Tenorio. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Clarification, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  State your point of clarification. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Thank you.  So that means that we will not have an election until next two years?  Is 
it my understanding that general election is when you have everybody running? 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Both elections are called general elections by definition of the Election 
Commission.   
 
Rep. Tenorio:  So in effect, what is happening here? 
 
Speaker Babauta:  That is how I read it.  Here is the general election definition under Public Law 12-
18.  It says, “(k), General Election means, an election held throughout the Commonwealth every two 
years on the first Saturday of November.”  So the mid term which is this year is also general 
election. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Okay.  I think it is clarified, Mr. Speaker.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Any more discussion on the oral floor amendment offered by Representative 
Deleon Guerrero? 
 
 The oral floor amendment offered by Representative was carried by voice vote. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The motion is carried.  We will continue to discuss, H. L. I. NO. 15-8, HD1.  I 
recognize the Vice Speaker. 
 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  On page 2 of the bill on line 27, since this 
legislation is aiming at making the election nonpartisan, I would like to make an amendment on line 
27 and put a “(.)” period after the word, “office” and strike out the words, “unless a full pardon has 
been granted.”  Thank you. 
 
 The oral floor amendment offered by the Vice Speaker was seconded.  
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  I recognize the Minority Leader. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I agree.  It would be very questionable to have an 
individual as an attorney that has been convicted of a crime, and then be pardoned and have the 
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audacity to run for an elected office especially as an attorney general.  But the fact of the matter is, if 
an individual is being pardoned by the Governor then it wipes the slate for that individual and all 
rights whether we like it or not.  All rights as a citizen are basically granted back to that individual, 
so we cannot really delete this.  I mean, I stand to be corrected by our legal counsel, but if you have 
been given full pardon by the Governor then you basically are given back your full privilege and 
rights as a citizen. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The Minority Leader is absolutely correct, because once you are allowed to 
register to vote, you are qualified to be a candidate.  So we have to weigh those. 
 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  Mr. Speaker, if that is true then why do we need this phrase in here in the 
bill? 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Ada. 
 
Rep. Ada:  I have a question here.  What if the person convicted of this crime serves out his sentence 
fully then comes back in time for a general election and runs for office?  What happens here? 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Under normal circumstances, there are certain cases involving individuals that is a 
constitute serving of time.  There are several individuals here that have been through that and were 
qualified after their names are cleared by the court that have subject upon them.  Some of them are 
voting.  They may choose not to run for office, but they are – like the Minority Leader says, when 
that expires, all of his rights are reinstated back to him or to her. 
 
Rep. Ada:  So in essence, if he or she serves out their time, then he is back as a regular citizen and 
granted back his full rights. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  That is the reason why…continues to work with the Judicial Branch in updating 
their records of who are pending and who have already served.    I recognize Representative Taman. 
 
Rep. Taman:  Mr. Speaker, unless we are violating somebody’s human rights here, I strongly believe 
that we are responsible to make the laws of our country, and if we so fit that certain type of 
convicted felons shall not serve particularly as an attorney general, then so be it.  Let us not 
authorize these individuals to run for office.  Thank you. 
 
 The Chair recognized the Minority Leader. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Mr. Speaker, the issue if you read it, “no person who is convicted of a felony or a 
crime may run this office unless…”  So to answer Representative Ada’s concern, that means that 
even if the guy serves out his term, and if we put it in here that he cannot serve - unless he is 
pardoned.  So if he is never been pardoned, even after he has served out all his sentences, he still 
cannot run, unless he gets a pardon.  That is a critical – because when you get a pardon, basically the 
head of the government is wiping out the slate of all your crimes.  That is why it is a very sensitive 
issue to pardon. 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Yumul. 
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Rep. Yumul:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I would like to ask our legal counsel concerning the Bar 
Association if the – for example, if we have an issue where an attorney was convicted of a felony, 
the Governor begins to pardon the person, but not prior to the Bar Association disbarring.  Is the Bar 
Association mandated to restore that convicted felon rights just because he was given a pardon by 
the Governor? 
 
 The Chair recognized House Legal Counsel Villagomez. 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  I do not think so.  That would depend on the CNMI Bar 
Association.  It is actually the Supreme Court that would determine whether or not to admit someone 
or not…so I do not think it would have any bearing.  As far as the Vice Speaker’s amendment, I do  
not think there is anything wrong with it.  I am looking at other Sections of the Constitution that talks 
about elected officials not qualifying if they were convicted, and there is no language in there that 
says, unless they are pardoned.  So it is a policy call.  If you want to remove it, then remove it, and if 
you want to add it, add it. 
 
Rep. Yumul:  Mr. Speaker, for consistency, we should just follow the rest of the other elected 
positions.  Thank you. 
 
 The Chair recognized Chairman Ada. 
 
Rep. Ada:  That is the reason why I threw out that scenario there.  I guess the issue of the moral 
ethics of the Bar is another one that addresses the question of pardon. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Let me ask you this.  Is bigamy also part of the moral…? 
 
Rep. Ada:  Well, when moral is here then you have ethic and… 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Okay.  I recognize Chairman Ogo. 
 
Rep. Ogo:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I see the logic with Representative Palacios on the issue of 
pardoning a felony.  I also understand Representative Yumul of making it consistent to other 
provisions in the law, but I see, and I respectfully understand where the Vice Speaker is coming 
from.  The moral issue – it is our decision right now to really vote on the issue on moral.  Are we 
going to allow a felon that is been granted pardon by the Governor to lead us in giving us legal 
opinions?  First of all, I will not trust that individual.  Okay.  That is where I stand, Mr. Speaker, and 
I strongly support the Vice Speaker’s amendment.  Thank you. 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Taman. 
 
Rep. Taman:  Mr. Speaker, I must remind everyone here that we continue to have credibility 
problem here and credibility problem there.  We must be mindful – we are going to put somebody 
there or an individual who had been convicted of crime just because he is pardoned, we are going to 
put him in a very important position to provide all the legal framework and legal advises to all our 
government institution – we must be very careful on this, and for that matter, I support the floor 
amendment made by the Vice Speaker.  Thank you. 
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 The Chair recognized the Minority Leader. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Thank you.  I support it, Mr. Speaker, make no mistake.  I am merely cautioning 
because we can take this away, and it is a policy call, and I will support that.  I do not believe in 
having anybody that has committed a crime whether you have been pardoned having the audacity to 
run for the Attorney General’s Office.  But you know, what I am saying is that, we need to be very 
careful.  Those are the issues because once you get a full pardon by the Governor, they give you 
back certain privilege.  I am not trying to argue here, but I agree and that we should hold these 
individuals to the highest standard.  I agree with my colleagues, but I am merely saying that, there 
might be something in there that an individual may just turn around and say, I have the right to run.  
That is something that may be addressed later on, but it is a policy call, and it is a good policy call to 
delete this. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Point of clarification. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  State your point of clarification, Representative Tenorio. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  Mr. Speaker, I am just curious – if this is not a standard language for all elected 
officials.  I would like the legal counsel for clarification. 
 
 The Chair recognized Legal Counsel Villagomez. 
 
Legal Counsel Antonette R. Villgomez:  Actually, I am looking at it and I just noticed that for the 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, it does say...no person convicted of a felony in the 
Commonwealth or any other jurisdiction of the U.S. may be eligible for this office unless a full 
pardon has been granted.  So for the Governor – for a person who has been granted a full pardon 
then they could run for Governor, but it does not say for Lieutenant Governor. 
 
Rep. Tenorio:  How about for the Legislators?  I thought it is a constitutional – one of the 
constitutional languages.  Mr. Speaker, I agree that we should just accept this on First Reading.  It 
needs further research so that we can clarify.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Let us dispose first of the oral amendment offered by the Vice Speaker.  Any 
more discussion on the oral amendment? 
 
 The oral floor amendment offered by the Vice Speaker was carried by voice vote. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The motion is carried.  We will continue to discuss, H. L. I. NO. 15-8, HD2. 
 
Rep. Ada:  Mr. Speaker, I would like to move that we pass this bill on First Reading only. 
 
 There being no further discussion, H. L. I. NO. 15-8, HD2, passed on First Reading only 
through voice vote. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The motion is carried.  The bill will stay under the Bill Calendar.  I urge the 
members who have concerns to please work with the author, Chairman Dela Cruz and the Counsel to 
improve the language.  Floor Leader, next bill. 
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Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero: So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage of H. L. I. NO. 15-
4 on First and Final Reading. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. L. I. NO. 15-4:  A HOUSE LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE TO AMEND ARTICLE III, SECTION 20 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS TO PROTECT AND ENSURE THE INTEGRITY OF 
THE GOVERNMENT RETIREMENT SYSTEM. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. L. I. NO. 15-4 on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada yes 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan no 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo absent during voting 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. abstained 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul yes 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  no 

 
Speaker Babauta:  Let me just call for a short recess. 
 

The House recessed at 3:20 p.m. 
 
 RECESS 
 
 The House reconvened at 3:21 p.m. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  We are back to our plenary session.  By the declaration of the legality of the 
numbers pursuant to our legal counsel, H. L. I. NO. 15-4 passes the House by ¾ plus one for the 
members present and voting.  I recognize Representative Deleon Guerrero. 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  I just want to thank the members that voted for and even those that 
voted against it.  I think this is a good Initiative.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Acknowledged.  I recognize the Floor Leader.   
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Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage of H. B. NO. 15-
237 on First and Final Reading. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. B. NO. 15-237:  A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND 4 CMC § 8122(C) AS AMENDED BY PUBLIC LAW 15-
40; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  I recognize Minority Leader. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer an oral floor amendment. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Proceed. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  On page 2, line 11, take out the crossed out letters and retain the same words.  It shall 
read, “shall be permitted to submit a proposal upon the payment of the required fees and 
automatically pre-qualified as a responsible bidder or offer for such request for proposal or bid.”  So 
moved, Mr. Speaker.   
 
Speaker Babauta:  There is a motion on the floor, and that is to have the present language remain the 
same, and on line 12, insert the word, “and”.  It has been seconded, and discussion on the 
amendment. 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  Mr. Speaker, what you stated is maybe wrong.  I think the… 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The oral amendment offered by the Minority Leader is to keep the present 
language and insert the word, “and” after fees. 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  So it would read, “shall be and”. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  No.  “Shall be permitted to submit a proposal upon payment of the required fees 
and automatically…”  The underlined should be stricken out instead of the entire line.  So in 
essence, it goes back to the original language but the key word that the Minority Leader offered is to 
insert “and” after the word “fees.” 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
 There being for further discussion, the oral amendment offered by the Minority Leader was 
carried by voice vote. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The motion is carried.  We will continue to discuss, H. B. NO. 15-237, HD1.  
Ready.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. B. NO. 15-237, HD1 on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada absent during voting 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
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Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo excused 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul yes 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  yes 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 15 “yes”, H. B. NO. 15-237 passes the House on First and Final 
Reading.  Next bill, Floor Leader. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage on First and Final 
Reading, H. B. NO. 15-208. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. B. NO. 15-208:  A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND 1 CMC § 2603 (D) TO DELETE “VOCATIONAL 
REHABILITATION” AS A DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. B. NO. 15-208 on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada excused 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo excused 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul yes 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  yes 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 15 “yes”, H. B. NO. 15-208 passes the House on First and Final 
Reading.  Floor Leader, continue. 
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Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage of H. B. NO. 15-
69. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. B. NO. 15-69, HS1:  A BILL FOR AN ACT TO CRIMINALIZE THEFT OF UTILITY SERVICES BY ADDING A 
NEW SECTION 1609 TO CHAPTER 1, PART 2, DIVISION 1, TITLE 6 OF THE COMMONWEALTH CODE; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. B. NO. 15-69, HS1 on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada excused 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo excused 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul yes 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  yes 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 15 “yes”, H. B. NO. 15-69, HS1 passes the House on First and Final 
Reading.  Floor Leader, next bill. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for passage on First and Final 
Reading, S. B. NO. 15-70, SD1. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
S. B. NO. 15-70, SD1:  A BILL FOR AN ACT TO EXEMPT RENEWAL APPLICANTS FROM THE MANDATORY 
FIREARMS SAFETY EDUCATION CLASS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  I recognize Representative Tebuteb. 
 
Rep. Tebuteb:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  This is to amend the Firearms Safety Education Class.  
One of the concerns that I have is the deletion of Section 4 and that is on page 10.   
 
Speaker Babauta:  Does everyone have that Senate Communication?   
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Rep. Tebuteb:  Basically, Mr. Speaker, for the record, we have to be cautious when…I support the 
intent of the amendment – although not fully, we have to realize too at the same time that we can 
accomplish the same intent through the promulgated rules.  What I understand is that the 
promulgated rules have changed from a two year permit to an annual permit, therefore, we can 
accomplish the same intent.  I do agree that if you are a first time owner then you should take this 
mandatory class.  I must caution for the record, Mr. Speaker, that not only – I think it is more 
appropriate that we look at the program itself that is being implemented at the department.  I 
understand that the way the classes are conducted, I would request that the appropriate committee 
probably look into that, and I have raised this earlier when we tried to also amend what was already 
amended previously.  Some of the concerns raised were how the classes were being conducted.  For 
example, Mr. Speaker, I gathered that the only guns that are permitted in the CNMI are very specific 
on the .22 caliber as well as the shotgun.  What I gathered is that the instructors that are doing this at 
the department are also using their hand guns to conduct these classes.  I think that is much more 
serious then just trying to do this because we can accomplish basically the same thing to the 
promulgated rules, and given the certified instructors from DPS who are certified in very specific 
firearms, they also go through an annual basis to renew their permits.  Now, we are changing this so 
that it only allows the first time gun owners for the CNMI not to take it on an annual basis…and I 
guess to raise issues and concerns, Mr. Speaker, and members as previously discussed… 
 
Speaker Babauta:  What was the permit duration now? 
 
Rep. Tebuteb:  I think it used to be two years and I believe it is on an annual basis, and that was 
changed through the promulgated rules. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The two years? 
 
Rep. Tebuteb:  Yes, as a result of these mandatory classes that came about through our measures. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  What is the fee now? 
 
Rep. Tebuteb:  I believe it is $10.00 for the class, but for the permits are $25.00… 
 
Speaker Babauta:  And that is annually? 
 
Rep. Tebuteb:  Those are annual.  It used to be two years. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Yes. 
 
Rep. Tebuteb:  Now, it is presently annual. 
 
 The Chair recognized Chairman Waki. 
 
Rep. Waki:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  In line with Representative Tebuteb’s concern, I am just 
reading it over and over again – and I know that I have asked to pull it and bring it back again, but I 
just noticed something which kind of like eluded me at first, but on page 1, line 14 in reference to the 
amendment made by the Senate where it says, “applying for identification card for the first time.”  
Understandable, we are moving a bunch of lines to replace with a simple line, but there are license 
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holders that will be renewing that have never taken the test.  So we completely left them out, and I 
think the whole idea for the original intent of the bill that Representative Tebuteb brought up was to 
make sure that everybody goes through the test.  Maybe not every year, but every single person 
holding an identification card had at least gone through a class.  So with that in mind, I would like to 
make an oral floor amendment if I am not out of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Proceed. 
 
Rep. Waki:  On line 14, page 1, after the word, “time”, I would like to include “and any 
identification card holder applying for a renewal who has not attended the mandatory firearm safety 
education class…” and then continue on with the rest of the sentence.  If you like I can repeat that 
again. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Please do so slowly. 
 
Rep. Waki:  On page 1, line 14, after the amendment given by the Senate, after the word, “time” 
please insert, “and any identification card holder applying for a renewal who has not attended a 
mandatory firearm education class (MFSEC) are required to attend firearm education class 
(MFSEC).” 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Any second?  Is the oral amendment clear?  Counsel, would this preempt or 
preclude once a card holder have been certified for the first time through class for the subsequent 
year pursuant to Chairman Waki’s amendment?  Let us have a very short recess to clarify this.  Let 
us have a short recess so that we can clarify this. 
 

The House recessed at 3:36 p.m. 
 
 RECESS 
 
 The House reconvened at 3:47 p.m. 
 
Speaker Babauta:   We are back to our plenary session, and the oral floor amendment offered by 
Representative Waki was not seconded so we went into recess.   
 
Rep. Waki:  It was seconded by Representative Lizama. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Okay.  So we will continue to discuss that oral amendment.  Does everyone have 
the oral amendment?  Ready.   
 
 The oral floor amendment offered by Representative Waki was called with a Division on the 
floor. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  There is a Division on the floor.  Before I call for a roll call, I recognize 
Representative Torres. 
 
Rep. Torres:..[microphone off]…maybe you can ask the members one more time… 
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Speaker Babauta:  What are the wishes of the House?  Voice vote?  I will rule again. 
 
 The oral floor amendment offered by Representative Waki was carried by voice vote. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Okay.  We will continue to discuss the bill as amended.  I recognize 
Representative Joseph Deleon Guerrero. 
 
Rep. Joseph Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I too would like to offer an oral floor 
amendment.  On the same page – page 1, line 15, after the “(MFSEC)”, insert, “Provided further that 
honorably discharged members of the Armed Forced who have received small arms training are 
hereby exempted.”   
 
 The oral floor amendment offered by Representative Deleon Guerrero was seconded and 
carried by voice vote. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The motion is carried.  We will continue to discuss S. B. NO. 15-70, SD1, HD2.  
Ready.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass S. B. NO. 15-70, SD1, HD2 on First and Final 
Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada excused 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo excused 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua no 
Mr. Speaker, what are we going to do with those applicants that have pending renewals that 
cannot be processed due to the absence of a complete program from DPS?  Are we going to 
make them wait for years until DPS is ready to renew their gun license? 
Speaker Babauta:  That is a concern. 
Vice Speaker Quitugua:  So in that case, Mr. Speaker, I do not wish to see this licensed gun 
holders to go underground and have the – guns in the village.  With that amendment, Mr. 
Speaker, my vote is “no.” 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb no 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul absent during voting 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  no 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 11 “yes”, S. B. NO. 15-70, SD1, HD2 passes the House on First and 
Final Reading as amended.  Floor Leader, H. B. NO. 15-221. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for recess. 
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Speaker Babauta:  Let us take up one more Bill. 
 
Rep. Palacios:  Mr. Speaker, H. B. NO. 15-7, the FHA, the Federal Highway.  Let us just accept the 
Senate amendments. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  What communication is that?  Short recess. 
 

The House recessed at 3:36 p.m. 
 
 RECESS 
 
 The House reconvened at 3:47 p.m. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  We are back to our plenary session, and I recognize the Floor Leader. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the acceptance of Senate 
amendments on H. B. NO. 15-7. 
 
 The acceptance motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The motion is carried.  The Senate amendments on H. B. NO. 15-7 is hereby 
accepted by the House.  Next Bill, Floor Leader. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage on First and Final 
Reading, H. B. NO. 15-235. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. B. NO. 15-235:  A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 3 OF PUBLIC LAW 15-8 IN ORDER TO 
CLARIFY THE INTENT OF THE $200,000 APPROPRIATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. B. NO. 15-235 on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada excused 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo excused 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
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Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul absent during voting 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  yes 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 14 “yes”, H. B. NO. 15-235 passes the House on First and Final 
Reading.  Floor Leader, last Bill for the day. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for the passage on First and Final 
Reading, H. B. NO. 15-221. 
 
 The motion was seconded. 
 
H. B. NO. 15-221:  A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS RETIREMENT 
FUND ACT TO IMPROVE ITS FISCAL SOLVENCY, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
  
Speaker Babauta:  Discussion.  Clerk, call the roll. 
 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass H. B. NO. 15-221 on First and Final Reading: 
 

Rep. Martin B. Ada excused 
Rep. Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz yes 
Rep. Florencio T. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Rep. Jacinta M. Kaipat excused 
Rep. Jesus SN. Lizama yes 
Rep. Crispin M. Ogo excused 
Rep. Arnold I. Palacios yes 
Rep. Justo S. Quitugua yes 
Rep. Benjamin B. Seman yes 
Rep. Candido B. Taman yes 
Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio yes 
Rep. Stanley T. Torres  yes 
Rep. Absalon V. Waki, Jr. yes 
Rep. Ray N. Yumul yes 
Rep. Oscar M. Babauta  yes 

 
Speaker Babauta:  By a vote of 15 “yes”, H. B. NO. 15-221 passes the House on First and Final 
Reading.  Floor Leader, motion for recess. 
 
Floor Leader Florencio Deleon Guerrero:  So moved, Mr. Speaker, for recess. 
 
Speaker Babauta:  The House stands recess subject to the call of the Chair.  I know that we have 
funeral tomorrow, and some members have other commitments.  Please be reminded that tomorrow 
morning at 9:30 a.m. at the Multi-Purpose with Mr. Allan Staymen and Josh Johnson.  Thank you. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

None 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None 

 
 
 

The House adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 Vicky T. Guerrero, Journal Clerk 
 House of Representatives 
 
 

APPEARANCE OF LOCAL BILLS 

 
SECOND APPEARANCE 

H. L. B. NO. 15-58: Adult Business Zoning (Rep. Francisco S. Dela Cruz) 
 
H. L. B. NO. 15-59: To appropriate $100,000.00 from the First Senatorial District poker fees; and for other 

purposes. (Rep. Crispin M. Ogo) 
 

 
THIRD APPEARANCE: 

H. L. B. NO. 15-52: To rename the “Chamolinian Drive” located in the village of Tanapag to the “LCpl. Adam 
Emul Road”, in honor of the late lance Corporal Adam Quitugua Emul of the United States Marine Corps, for making 
the courageous and ultimate sacrifice while unselfishly serving in our mother country’s fight to liberate the people of 
Iraq and defend freedom in Operation Iraqi Freedom.” (Rep. Candido B. Taman) 

 
H. L. B. NO. 15-53: To appropriate the sum of $60,000 from fees collected pursuant to Saipan Local Law 11-2, 

as amended, for the purchase of 500 student desks for Marianas High School; and for other purposes. 
(Rep. Arnold I. Palacios +3) 

 
H. L. B. NO. 15-54: To offer as alternate land compensation of private properties taken for public purposes 

lands in the Northern Islands; and for other purposes. (Rep. Ray N. Yumul) 
 
H. L. B. NO. 15-55: To name an existing unnamed road and to rename other roadways, and for other purposes. 

(Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero) 
 
H. L. B. NO. 15-56: To appropriate the sum of $235,283.00 from the local license fees collected for pachinko 

slot machines and poker machines from the Developer Infrastructure tax funds in the Second Senatorial District; and for 
other purposes. (Rep. Edwin P. Aldan) 

 
H. L. B. NO. 15-57: To establish a Municipal Park Rangers Division within the Office of the Mayor of Tinian 

and Aguiguan; and for other purposes. (Rep. Edwin P. Aldan) 
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