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First Day, Fifth Special Session Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

The House of Representatives of the Nineteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature 

convened its First Day, Fifth Special Session on Wednesday, 17th of June 2015, at 1:43 p.m., in the 
House Chamber on Capitol Hill, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 
 

The Honorable Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero, Speaker of the House, presided. 
 

A moment of silence was observed. 
 

ROLL CALL 

The Speaker recognized the Clerk for the roll; the Clerk having completed the roll announced to 
the Speaker that all 20 members were present. 

 
The Speaker announced that a quorum has been established. 
 

During this time the Chair called for a recess. 
 

1-The House recessed at 1:45 p.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 2:10 p.m. 

The House reconvened at 2:10 p.m.; the Chair recognized the Floor Leader, the Floor Leader 
moved to suspend Rule V, Section 8, Dress Code; the motion was seconded; the Chair opened the floor 
for discussion; there being no discussions, the motion was carried by voice vote.  There was no “Nay” 
vote. 

The Chair proceeded to Item 2, Public Comments 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

During this time the Chair opened the floor to members of the public who wishes to make any 
comments on items on the day’s agenda. 
 

No public comments were present and or received on the House floor. 
 

The Chair moved to Item 4, Introduction of Bills; during this time the Chair recognized 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan under privilege. 
 



1st Day, Fifth Special Session   House Legislative Journal – June 17, 2015 
 

-2- 

 

ADOPTION OF JOURNALS 

NONE 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan:  Just a simple thing, Mr. Chairman, just to recognize the presence of 
our former colleague, former Representative Mariano Taitano this afternoon. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you Representative Sablan.  We recognize the presence of 
former Representative Mario Taitano and former Floor Leader Representative Ana Teregeyo and also 
the family of Mr. Norman Tenorio is here.  To the family I understand that Capt is on his way, so we will 
go ahead and run through and as soon as he arrives we will holt everything and go into the resolution 
presentation.  Thank you.   

 
 The Chair recognized Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero. 
 

House Bills: 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero officially introduced the following House Bill: 
 

H. B. NO. 19-75: To establish a special account for the Child Care Licensing Program 

(CCLP) and to properly re-appropriate the generated license fees; and for other purposes.  

Introduced REP. LORENZO I. DELEON GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 5 (for himself) on 

June 17, 2015; was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

 
 Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero invited all members who wish to co-sponsor 
H. B. No. 19-75. 

 
The Chair recognized Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero. 

 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero officially introduced the following: 
 

H. B. NO. 19-76: To amend 4 CMC §1401 and 4 CMC §1402(a) to separate cigars from 

being taxed as a tobacco and establish its own tax rate; and for other purposes.  Introduced by 

REP. JOSEPH LEE PAN T. GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself) on June 17, 2015; 

was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
 
 Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero invited all members who wish to co-sponsor 
H. B. No. 19-76. 

 
The Chair recognized Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb. 

 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb officially introduced the following: 

 

H. B. NO. 19-77: To amend 9 CMC §2109 to establish a regulation for a more recognizable 

license plate; and for other purposes.  Introduced by REP. RAMON A. TEBUTEB of Saipan, 

Precinct 3 (for himself, Representatives Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, and Vinson F. Sablan) 

on June 17, 2015; was referred to the Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations. 
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The Chair recognized Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero. 
 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero officially introduced the following: 

 

H. B. NO. 19-78: To return the employees of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management to the Civil Service System.  Introduced by REP. LORENZO I. DELEON 

GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 5 (for himself) on June 17, 2015; was referred to the 

Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations. 
 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero invited all members who wish to co-sponsor 
H. B. No. 19-78. 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Roman C. Benavente. 
 

Representative Roman C. Benavente officially introduced the following: 
 

H. B. NO. 19-79: To provide legislative oversight over public land leases by limiting the 

Department of Public Lands’ scope of authority relative to parcel size and term of lease.  

Introduced by REP. ROMAN C. BENAVENTE of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself) on June 17, 

2015; was referred to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

 
The Chair recognized Representative Edwin K. Propst. 

 
Representative Edwin K. Propst officially introduced the following: 
 

H. B. NO. 19-80: To establish rules for the creation, removal, and operation of special 

parking zones and parking meter zones; and for other purposes.  Introduced by REP. EDWIN 

K. PROPST of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself) on June 17, 2015; was referred to the 

Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations. 

 
Representative Edwin K. Propst invited all members who wish to co-sponsor H. B. No. 19-80. 

 
The Chair recognized Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero. 

 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero officially introduced the following: 
 

H. B. NO. 19-81: To amend 6 CMC §1601(b) to include elderly citizens and people with 

disabilities, and establish a set of punishments for theft committed against them; and for other 

purposes.  Introduced by REP. LORENZO I. DELEON GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 5 

(for himself) on June 17, 2015; was referred to the Committee on Judiciary and 

Governmental Operations. 

 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero invited all members who wish to co-sponsor 

H. B. No. 19-81. 
 

The Chair recognized Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro. 
 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro officially introduced the following: 
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H. B. NO. 19-82: To abolish the Department of Public Lands and establish the Marianas 

Lands Corporation with a Board of Trustees entrusted with the power to manage and control 

the public lands in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.  Introduced by REP. 

FELICIDAD T. OGUMORO of Saipan, Precinct 3 (for herself, Representatives George N. 

Camacho, Angel A. Demapan, Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero, and John Paul P. Sablan) on June 

17, 2015; was referred to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro invited all members who wish to co-sponsor H. B. No. 19-

82. 
 

There being no further House Bills for introduction the Chair proceeded to the introduced of 
House Local Bills and recognized Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero. 
 

House Local Bills: 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero officially introduced the following: 
 

H. L. B. NO. 19-27: To appropriate $10,000.00 from revenues collected pursuant to 

Saipan Local Law 11-2 as amended; and for other purposes.  Introduced by REP. JOSEPH 

LEE PAN T. GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself) on June 17, 2015. 

 
The Chair recognized Representative Raman A. Tebuteb. 

 
Representative Raman A. Tebuteb officially introduced the following: 
 

H. L. B. NO. 19-28: To establish the unarmed combat sport and to establish the athletic 

commission act; and for other purposes.  Introduced by REP. RAMON A. TEBUTEB of 

Saipan, Precinct 3 (for himself) on June 17, 2015. 

 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb invited all members who wish to co-sponsor H. L. B. No. 

19-28. 
 

The Chair recognized Representative Francis S. Taimanao. 
 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao officially introduced the following House Local Bills: 
 

H. L. B. NO. 19-29: To appropriate $465,000.00 from revenues collected pursuant to Saipan 

Local Law 11-2 as amended; and for other purposes.  Introduced by REP. FRANCIS S. 

TAIMANAO of Saipan, Precinct 5 (for himself) on June 17, 2015. 

 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao invited all members who wish to co-sponsor H. L. B. No. 

19-29. 
 

 There being no further local bills for introduction; Chair moved down to House Legislative 
Initiatives. 

 
House Legislative Initiatives: 

There being no introductions made under House Legislative Initiatives; the Chair proceeded to 
Item 5, Introduction of Resolutions and recognized Representative Angel A. Demapan 



1st Day, Fifth Special Session   House Legislative Journal – June 17, 2015 
 

-5- 

 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

House Resolutions: 

Representative Angel A. Demapan officially introduced the following: 

 

H. RES. NO. 19-23: To recognize and congratulate Ponce Rasa and Joey Tudela for 

courageously undertaking a great feat as they became the first stand-up paddle board (SUP) 

paddlers to cross the Saipan-Tinian Channel on May 31, 2015.  Introduced by REP. ANGEL 

A. DEMAPAN of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself, Representatives Edwin P. Aldan, Blas 

Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, Anthony T. Benavente, Roman C. Benavente, George N. Camacho, 

Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero, Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero, Rafael S. Demapan, Joseph Lee Pan 

T. Guerrero, Glenn L. Maratita, Felicidad T. Ogumoro, Edwin K. Propst, Antonio P. Sablan, 

John Paul P. Sablan, Vinson F. Sablan, Francis S. Taimanao, Ramon A. Tebuteb, Edmund S. 

Villagomez, Ralph N. Yumul) on June 17, 2015.  

 
 Representative Angel A. Demapan request that House Resolution 19-23 be sponsored by the 
Committee of the Whole House; there was no objections on the floor. 
 

The Chair placed H. Res. No. 19-23 on the Resolution Calendar. 
 

There being no further introductions; Chair moved down to House Joint Resolutions; and 
recognized Representative John Paul P. Sablan. 

 
House Joint Resolutions:  

Representative John Paul P. Sablan officially introduced the following: 

 

H. J. R. NO. 19-6: To authorize the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, through 

its Governor, to submit to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the 

Action Plan for the Community Development Block Grant Application No. B-15-ST69-0001; 

the HOME Investment Partnership Grant Application No. M-15-ST69-0203; and the 

Emergency Solutions Grant Application No. S-15-DC69-0001; to receive the funds requested 

therein, and to assume all responsibilities that may be imposed by the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Community Development Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnership 

Program, and the Emergency Solutions Grant Programs.  Introduced by REP. JOHN PAUL P. 

SABLAN of Saipan, Precinct 2 (for himself, Representatives Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, 

Ramon A. Tebuteb, and Ralph N, Yumul) on June 17, 2015.  

 
The Chair placed H. J. R. No. 19-6 on the Resolution Calendar. 

 
House Commemorative Resolutions: None 

House Concurrent Resolutions: None 

There being no further introductions; Chair moved proceeded to Item 6, Messages from the 
Governor. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

NONE 
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 The Chair informed the members that there are no Messages from the Governor; and proceeded 
to Item 7, Senate Communications and recognized the Floor Leader. 

SENATE COMMUNICATIONS  

 Floor Camacho move to accept  Senate Communications to become the property of the House. 
The motion was seconded; the Chair opened the floor for discussions; there being no discussions the 
motion was carried by voice vote, there was no “nay” vote. 

 
SEN. COMM. 19-35: (6/4/15) Transmitting a certified copy of Senate Joint Resolution No. 19-2, entitled, “To support the 
request made by the Governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, on behalf of the people of the 
Commonwealth, for an extension of the comment period from sixty (60) days to 180 (days) for the CNMI Joint Military 
Training Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement.,” which was adopted by the 
Nineteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature. [For info] 

 
There were no discussions under Senate Communications. 

 
During this time the Chair called for a recess. 
 

2-The House recessed at 2:24 p.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 2:43 p.m. 

The House reconvened at 2:43 p.m.; the Chair informed the House that there being no 
communications under Items 8, 9, 10, and 11 and proceeded to Item 12, Reports of Standing Committees 
and recognized the Floor Leader. 
 

HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS 

NONE 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JUDICIAL BRANCH 

NONE 

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS 

NONE 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

Floor Leader Camacho moved for the adoption of S. C. R. NO. 19-13: Reporting on H. B. NO. 
19-8 the motion was then seconded by several members; the Chair opened the floor for discussion. 

 

S. C. R. NO. 19-13: Reporting on H. B. NO. 19-41, entitled: “To require all vehicles 

belonging to tour companies to be register with the Department of Commerce and be issued a 

permit number for each vehicle; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Commerce and 

Tourism recommends that the House pass the bill in the form of H. B. NO. 19-41, HD1. 
 
There being no discussion on the floor; S. C. R. NO. 19-13: Reporting on H. B. NO. 19-41, 

entitled: To require all vehicles belonging to tour companies to be register with the Department of 
Commerce and be issued a permit number for each vehicle; and for other purposes.” Recommends that 
the House pass the bill in the form of H. B. NO. 19-41, HD1, was carried by voice vote.  There was no 
“Nay” vote. 
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The Chair recognized the Floor Leader; Floor Leader Camacho moved for the adoption of 

S. C. R. NO. 19-14: Reporting on H. B. NO. 19-44; the motion was then seconded by several members; 
the Chair opened the floor for discussion. 

 

S. C. R. NO. 19-14: Reporting on H. B. NO. 19-44, entitled: “To require all scuba dive shop 

operators to impose a $1.00 surcharge per customer to purchase, install, operate, and maintain 

decompression chambers in the CNMI; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on 

Commerce and Tourism recommends that the House pass the bill in the form of H. B. NO. 

19-44, HD1.  

 
The Chair recognized Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero. 

 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Earlier as recommended by 

Counsel, it is just a technical on the proposed House Bill, the Legislative Assistant failed to remove the 
“$1” and place the “$5” and reword from “surcharge per customer” to “surcharge per tank”.  If this 
amendment can be made, John is this… 

 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  To clarify, Representative Guerrero, are those corrections that are 
needed on the committee report or on the bill? 
 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero:  On the bill. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  On the bill.  Maybe, once we pass the committee report and the bill 
get to the Bill Calendar, and then we can make the changes on the bill itself. 
 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: I now recognize Representative Tebuteb. 
 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I do support the intent of the proposed 
legislation and also commend the committee for an expressed job and duty. I did read as a House Draft 
and I am under the assumption on the comment made by the Chairman of the committee that is the HD1.  
And so my question on the committee report and I am trying to assert that if there is anything on the 
committee report that takes into account any recommendations for consideration or reconsideration of 
actions on this proposed bill by those who have submitted their comments as attached. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Recognized Representative Guerrero, Commerce and Tourism 
Chair. 
 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero:  Yes, Mr. Speaker we took everything into account.  The 
issues that was discussed in the committee was that the CNMI actually need this now we cannot wait.  
We took the recommendation of CHC as well.  Absent of this, if such event should take place, the 
nearest island that can avail of this decompression chamber is on Guam; and with the bad airlift services 
I think it is essential to have this in the CNMI.  So I hope that – that would clarify the question that the 
Minority Leader had requested.  But on top of that the main reason we increased from $1 to $5 is as per 
the recommendation of the MVA – that by the time the $1 fee would accumulate it would take about 
seven years just to procure this item.  So we took it upon ourselves that a $5 surcharge per tank is 
sufficient enough to support the purchase of this decompression chamber.  Thank you. 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you.  Representative Tebuteb you still have the floor. 

 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb:  Thank you.  I do understand that now, Mr. Chairman.  I am just 
cross-referencing based on the committee’s submission on the committee report; I am trying to make 
sure that at least to some extent that those are submitted.  I do understand that some of the 
recommendations are attached as per communication from the different letters.  And one reflected is on 
the process, for example, I do not see that in the final draft (House Draft) but I am also trying to assert 
that in the committee report itself, so that we are aligned.  And what I am anticipating is that on perhaps 
even the rules and regulations who will be authorized to do the rules and regulation if need be.  I know 
that it is in the attached letter, but I am trying to assert that in the committee report so that it is basically 
part of the record.  What I am anticipating is that, will there be any challenges down the line if and when 
an appropriate entity that we task to – it just basically said, expenditure authority, establishes a special 
account; but it does not necessarily tell me how these fees will be collected.  Say for example if they are 
going down to the Grotto. 

 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero:  In line with that, that is true we did not look into that 
account, however, this unit is going to be situated at the Commonwealth Health Center, it is the ideal 
place to place this chamber because, number one, not only are they going to be the ones to foresee that 
their staffs are trained to handle this chamber and make sure it is functional I think if we allow the CHC 
Corporation to promulgate their own rules and regulation for this purpose, that will set precedence and 
hopefully we are not saying that the issue as what Minority Leader had said, the Grotto, we are hoping 
that those will be taken into consideration. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you Chairman. 
 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb:  I will yield for now I just wanted to make sure that at least part of 
that is on record so if anything we are fairly aware and perhaps when we go to the Bill Calendar.  Thank 

you Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Representative Roman C. Benavente you are recognized. 
 
Representative Roman C. Benavente:  Thank you.  I see the noble intent because I know that this bill has 
been regenerated for I think a few legislatures ago.  For your information the business license for the 
scuba tank operators has just been increased up to $700 per year – they are charge far beyond the normal.  
Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Are there any further discussions?  If I may ask the Chairman, and 
just to clarify, in the original version of House Bill 19-44, the surcharge fee of $1 was going to be 
imposed on the dive shop operators, which is correct if you are going to charge the customers, it should 
be the dive shop.  But now the committee decided to charge it per tank, and I understand that there are 

vendors that fill tanks, would it not be more appropriate to have the fees, maybe, collected through these 
tank filling vendors rather than the scuba dive shop operators?  And I thought I heard that in some 
discussion we had, but under this bill, the tank is going to be the charge, but it is going to be – it just says 
the operators – and I assume that is the dive shop operators. 
 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: True, Mr. Speaker.  Probably that is a technical issue but we 
decided that it is the tank filler that are going to be imposed the $5.  As to the $1 per customer we had a 
lengthy discussion – how do you determine to impose the $1 figure – is it per dive or per week.  So those 
are issues that are not going to be accounted.  So who is going over supervise the divers when they go 
out there?  Who would know that these divers just diving in for example, Obyan, and then relocate back 
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to Laulau?  So who is going to be monitoring?  So that is why we came about the “per tank” it is suitable 

because we would have the tank fillers be responsible for the collection of these fees. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you.  Exactly what you are saying, but under the bill it is not 
the tank fillers that are going to be imposing the charge, it is the scuba dive operators and that is why I 
raised that point.   
 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero:  Again, Mr. Speaker, I do not know if it is a technical 
language in the bill, but that was the intent that it is going to be the tank fillers.  So if that is something 
that we can consider to amend? 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Before, we discuss that, let us take a short recess. 
 

3-The House recessed at 3:00 p.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 3:09 p.m. 

The House reconvened at 3:09 p.m.; the Chair continued with discussion on the motion; and 
there being no further discussion on the floor; S. C. R. NO. 19-14: Reporting on H. B. NO. 19-44, To 
require all scuba dive shop operators to impose a $1.00 surcharge per customer to purchase, install, 
operate, and maintain decompression chambers in the CNMI; and for other purposes.”  Committee on 

Commerce and Tourism recommends that the House pass the bill in the form of H. B. NO. 19-44, HD1.  
There was no “Nay” vote. 

 
The Chair recognized the Floor Leader; Floor Leader Camacho moved for the adoption of 

S. C. R. NO. 19-15: Reporting on H. B. NO. 19-15; the motion was then seconded by several members; 
the Chair opened the floor for discussion. 

 

S. C. R. NO. 19-15: Reporting on H. B. NO. 19-15, entitled: “To amend Title 9, Division 2, 

Chapter 2 Subsection 2201 to avail to Veterans of a discounted Operator’s License Fee 

benefit; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Ways and Means recommends that the 

House pass the bill in its current form.  

 
There being no discussion on the floor; S. C. R. NO. 19-15: Reporting on H. B. NO. 19-15, 

entitled: “To amend Title 9, Division 2, Chapter 2 Subsection 2201 to avail to Veterans of a discounted 
Operator’s License Fee benefit; and for other purposes.” Committee on Ways and Means recommends 
that the House pass the bill in its current form, was carried by voice vote.  There was no “Nay” vote. 

 
The Chair recognized the Floor Leader; Floor Leader Camacho moved for the adoption of 

S. C. R. NO. 19-16: Reporting on S. B. NO. 19-20; the motion was then seconded by several members; 
the Chair opened the floor for discussion.  

 

S. C. R. NO. 19-16: Reporting on S. B. NO. 19-20, entitled: “To amend 4 CMC §2111(b)(1), 

to provide for a member of HANMI in the Board of Directors of the Marianas Visitors 

Authority; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental 

Operations recommends that the House pass the bill in its current form.  

 
There being no discussion on the floor; S. C. R. NO. 19-16: Reporting on S. B. NO. 19-20, 

entitled: “To amend 4 CMC §2111(b)(1), to provide for a member of HANMI in the Board of Directors 
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of the Marianas Visitors Authority; and for other purposes.” Committee on Judiciary and Governmental 
Operations recommends that the House pass the bill in its current form, was carried by voice vote.  
There was no “Nay” vote. 

 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Through the adoption of the committee reports, the relevant bills 
will be placed on today’s Bill Calendar.  Let us now move on to Item 15, Resolution Calendar.  The 
Chair recognizes the Floor Leader for the motion. 

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL AND CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 

None 

RESOLUTION CALENDAR 

 

Floor Leader Camacho moved for the adoption of H. RES. NO. 19-21; the motion was then 

seconded by several members; the Chair opened the floor under discussion. 
 

H. RES. NO.19-21: A House Resolution Supporting the Department of Public Works 

request to amend §70-30.3-220 (c) “Small Purchases” in the Procurement Regulation 

of the Northern Mariana Islands Administrative Code.  
 
 There being no discussions the motion was carried by voice vote, there was no “nay” vote.  The 
Chair recognized Floor Leader Camacho for the next item.  Floor Leader Camacho moved for the 

adoption of H. RES. NO. 19-22; the motion was then seconded by several members; the Chair opened 
the floor under discussion the Chair recognized the Floor Leader.  
 

H. RES. NO.19-22: A House Resolution in recognition of the 100
th

 anniversary of the 

Late Iiga Pisa’s daring and courageous voyage from Saipan to Guam in a Samoan 

paddling canoe. 
 
Floor Leader Camacho:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I just wanted to clarify if this was offered by the 
Committee of the whole House, if not, I would like to request that it be introduced and adopted by the 
Committee of the whole House. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Floor Leader for that recommendation.  I believe when 
the Chair introduced this resolution on Tinian, I did asked if there was no objections we introduce it by 
the Committee of the whole House, however, I understand that only those who were present during that 
session were included and those who were not would have to be then included if they so wish.  If you 
wish to be included we can do so, if there is no objection.  Representative Propst and Representative 
Villagomez I believe, do you wish to be included.  Okay, I guess that takes care of it.  Madam Clerk, 
please make the note that this will be introduced by the Committee of the whole House.  Are there any 

further discussion?  I recognized Representative Tebuteb. 
 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I do support the resolution and because of 
the contents on page 1, line 6, and the “Be It Resolve” where we submit to all the different entities such 
as New Zealand and so forth, I am wondering if the author is amendable that we also send it to perhaps 
the German Chancellor? 
 

During this time the Chair called for a recess. 
 

4-The House recessed at 3:17 p.m. 
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RECESS 

The House reconvened at 3:19 p.m. 

The House reconvened at 3:19 p.m.; there being no further discussions the motion was carried 
by voice vote, there was no “nay” vote.  The Chair recognized Floor Leader Camacho for the next item.  

Floor Leader Camacho moved for the adoption of H. RES. NO. 19-23; the motion was then seconded by 
several members; the Chair opened the floor under discussion.  
 

H. RES. NO.19-23: A House Resolution to recognize and congratulate Ponce Rasa 

and Joey Tudela for courageously undertaking a great feat as they became the first 

stand-up paddle board (SUP) paddlers to cross the Saipan-Tinian Channel on May 31, 

2015. 
 

There being no discussions the motion was carried by voice vote, there was no “nay” vote.  The 
Chair recognized Floor Leader Camacho for the next item.  Floor Leader Camacho moved for the 

adoption of H. J. R. NO. 19-6; the motion was then seconded by several members; the Chair opened the 
floor under discussion; the Chair recognized Representative John Paul P. Sablan. 

 

H. J. R. NO. 19-6: A House Joint Resolution to authorize the Commonwealth of the 

Northern Mariana Islands, through its Governor, to submit to the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development, the Action Plan for the Community Development Block 

Grant Application No. B-15-ST69-0001; the HOME Investment Partnership Grant 

Application No. M-15-ST69-0203; and the Emergency Solutions Grant Application No. S-

15-DC69-0001; to receive the funds requested therein, and to assume all responsibilities that 

may be imposed by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Community Development 

Block Grant, HOME Investment Partnership Program, and the Emergency Solutions Grant 

Programs. 
 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan:  Mr. Speaker, I was going to ask if there is no objection, that we 
offer this as the Committee of the whole House?  Thank you. 
 
 There was no objections on the floor. 
 

There being no further discussions the Speaker recognized the Clerk for the Calling of the Roll on the motion to 
adopt H. J. R. NO. 19-6 with the following results: 

 
Representative Edwin P. Aldan  yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao  yes  
Representative Anthony T. Benavente  yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente  yes 
Representative George N. Camacho  yes  
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero  yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan  yes  
Representative Rafael S. Demapan  yes  
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero  yes  
Representative Glenn L. Maratita  yes 
Representative Felicidad Taman Ogumoro  yes  
Representative Edwin K. Propst  yes  
Representative Antonio P. Sablan  yes  
Representative John Paul P. Sablan  yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan  yes  
Representative Francis S. Taimanao  yes  
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Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb  yes  
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez  yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul  yes  
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero  yes 

 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  With all members voting yes, H. J. R. NO. 19-6 is hereby adopted 
by the House.  We now move to Item 16, Bill Calendar and I turn it over to our Floor Leader. 
 

BILL CALENDAR 

 Floor Leader moved for the passage on First and Final Reading H. B. No. 19-41, HD1, entitled, 
A Bill for an Act to require all vehicles belonging to tour companies to be register with the Department 
of Commerce and be issued a permit number for each vehicle; and for other purposes; the motion was 
then seconded by several members; the Chair opened the floor under discussion; the Chair recognized 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan. 

 

H. B. No. 19-41, HD1, entitled: A Bill for an Act to require all vehicles belonging to tour 

companies to be register with the Department of Commerce and be issued a permit number 

for each vehicle; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. NO. 19-13] 
 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  A quick summary of the intent of the 
legislation.  I think we can all witness the activity that we see out there with regards to the tourism 
industry.  The Commerce and this government have done a lot in regulating activities in the tourism 
industry including the bus tour operators as well as the taxi operators.  And it is starting to be a concern 
out there that there is a lot of tour operators operating out there without the necessary business license, 
but most importantly, I think without the necessary or required insurance protection for the industry, but 
on top of that I think the greater consideration in introducing this legislation is to ensure that we protect 
our tourism industry.  What we do not need right now is one of these unlicensed freelance tour operators 

getting into an incident where the life of the passengers; members of our tourist guests are put at risk; 
and so we did receive support of the MVA and as well as Commerce in regards to the intent of this 
legislation and I ask for the members support.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you.  Are there any other discussion on the motion?  Are we 
ready for the vote?  Madam Clerk, please call the roll. 
 

There being no further discussions the Speaker recognized the Clerk for the Calling of the Roll on the motion to 
pass on First and Final Reading H. B. NO. 19-41, HD1 with the following results: 

 
Representative Edwin P. Aldan  yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao  yes  
Representative Anthony T. Benavente  yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente  yes 
Representative George N. Camacho  yes  
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero  yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan  yes  
Representative Rafael S. Demapan  yes  
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero  yes  
Representative Glenn L. Maratita  yes 
Representative Felicidad Taman Ogumoro  yes  
Representative Edwin K. Propst  yes  
Representative Antonio P. Sablan  yes  
Representative John Paul P. Sablan  yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan  yes  
Representative Francis S. Taimanao  yes  
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Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb  yes  
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez  no 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul  yes  
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero  yes 

 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  With a vote of 19 yes, H. B. NO. 19-41, HD1 hereby passes the 
House.  Floor Leader, before I recognize you for the next one, in accordance with our previous 
discussion regarding House Bill 19-44, unless the Committee is ready for the amendment, maybe, we 
will go ahead and skip it and maybe in the next session we will be ready to act.  Okay, we will skip 
House Bill 19-44 for now.  Floor Leader, recognized. 
 
 Floor Leader moved for the passage on First and Final Reading H. B. No. 19-15, entitled, A Bill 
for an Act to amend Title 9, Division 2, Chapter 2 Subsection 2201 to avail to Veterans of a discounted 
Operator’s License Fee benefit; and for other purposes; the motion was then seconded by several 

members; the Chair opened the floor under discussion. 
 

H. B. No. 19-15, entitled: A Bill for an Act to amend Title 9, Division 2, Chapter 2 

Subsection 2201 to avail to Veterans of a discounted Operator’s License Fee benefit; and for 

other purposes. [S. C. R. NO. 19-15] 
 

There being no discussions the Speaker recognized the Clerk for the Calling of the Roll on the motion to pass 
on First and Final Reading H. B. NO. 19-15 with the following results: 

 
Representative Edwin P. Aldan  yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao  yes  
Representative Anthony T. Benavente  yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente  yes 
Representative George N. Camacho  yes  
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero  yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan  yes  
Representative Rafael S. Demapan  yes  
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero  yes  
Representative Glenn L. Maratita  yes 
Representative Felicidad Taman Ogumoro  yes  
Representative Edwin K. Propst  yes  
Representative Antonio P. Sablan  yes  
Representative John Paul P. Sablan  yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan  yes  
Representative Francis S. Taimanao  yes  
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb  yes  
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez  yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul  yes  
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero  yes 

 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  With all members voting yes, H. B. NO. 19-15 hereby passes the 
House.  Floor Leader, recognized. 
 
 Floor Leader moved for the passage on First and Final Reading S. B. No. 19-20, entitled, A Bill 
for an Act to amend 4 CMC §2111(b)(1), to provide for a member of HANMI in the Board of Directors 
of the Marianas Visitors Authority; and for other purposes.; the motion was then seconded by several 
members; the Chair opened the floor under discussion; the Chair recognized Representative Joseph Lee 
Pan T. Guerrero, Chair, Commerce and Tourism. 
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S. B. No. 19-20, entitled: A Bill for an Act to amend 4 CMC §2111(b)(1), to provide for a 

member of HANMI in the Board of Directors of the Marianas Visitors Authority; and for 

other purposes. [S. C. R. NO. 19-16] 
 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  In lieu of the presence of the 
HANMI representative in the MVA, the current structure right now does not have any officials of 
HANMI being the sole representative – I think in the best interest of the HANMI official being 
represented as a member of the MVA Board it is critically essential because the current structure right 
now we have a member of the Board in all probability needs to understand that the tourism industry is at 
its lowest point, especially with the Japan Market, by having an official of HANMI that should help it 
hopefully improve forward.  So be it, Mr. Speaker.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Representative Guerrero.  Are there any other 
discussions at this time?  Ready for the vote?  Madam Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
There being no further discussions the Speaker recognized the Clerk for the Calling of the Roll on the motion to 

pass on First and Final Reading S. B. NO. 19-20 with the following results: 
 
Representative Edwin P. Aldan  yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao  yes  
Representative Anthony T. Benavente  yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente  yes 
Representative George N. Camacho  yes  
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero  yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan  yes  
Representative Rafael S. Demapan  yes  
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero  yes  
Representative Glenn L. Maratita  yes 
Representative Felicidad Taman Ogumoro  yes  
Representative Edwin K. Propst  yes  
Representative Antonio P. Sablan  yes  
Representative John Paul P. Sablan  yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan  yes  
Representative Francis S. Taimanao  yes  
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb  yes  
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez  yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul  yes  
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero  yes 

 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  With all members voting yes, S. B. NO. 19-20 hereby passes the 
House. 
 

During this time the Chair called for a recess. 

 

5-The House recessed at 3:33 p.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 3:52 p.m. 

The House reconvened at 3:52 p.m.; the Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 
 

 Floor Leader moved for the passage on First and Final Reading S. B. No. 19-5, SS1, HD1, 
entitled, A Bill for an Act to prohibit telecommunication companies from imposing an expiration date or 
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forfeiture of unused cellular prepaid credits and MIFI credits; and for other purposes.; the motion was 
then seconded by several members; the Chair opened the floor under discussion; the Chair recognized 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao. 
 

S. B. No. 19-5, SS1, HD1, entitled: A Bill for an Act to prohibit telecommunication 

companies from imposing an expiration date or forfeiture of unused cellular prepaid credits 

and MIFI credits; and for other purposes. 
 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Just some concerns with the 
version that is being presented to the members here today taking out the expiration date might – one of 
the things that we need to consider is where is the burden going to fall under; is it going to fall under the 
postpaid customers; or landline users under IT&E; or in the case of DOCOMO would it be passed onto 
the cable portion of their services.  This is just maybe asking the members of the committee to enlighten 
that portion.  We have comments from IT&E saying that the 90 days – they are in support of the 90 days; 

and which makes sense, they are the holder, but just through experience with the off-island phone 
services they offer prepaid services with an expiration date for the fact that the population base can 
handle the turn-over and there is rewards to it.  If we are going to switch over to just prepaid cellular 
service or other services in the future, how is the payment distribution going to affect the postpaid 
customers.  In addition how do you determine cell phone holder for example that is prepaid with 15 
cents left in their credits but yet charge $80 to a postpaid customer on a monthly basis.  So is the burden 
of maintaining the prepaid phone line in service is going to be passed onto the postpaid customers?  Can 
any member of the committee can answer that.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  To respond, recognize Representative Antonio P. Sablan. 
 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  In response to colleague Attao, the 
committee did discuss exactly that specific concern.  And if we can refer the members to the comments 

submitted by IT&E we did look closely at that response and in consideration of the final committee 
action on this bill we did use the information provided by IT&E and generally the comments itself is that 
it appears that the overwhelmingly vast majority of customers use their loads prior to expiration.  And so 
if the majority of the customers do use up their loads then we are dealing with a handful.  And in 
consideration of the handful or the few that do not use their allotted airtime in our discussion we looked 
at the principal of you paid for something it should be yours.  In this day of technology I personally and I 
think we raised this, that I do not think it is such a technical challenge to monitor and account for this 
concern.  I think what the overwhelming consideration here was that when a customer pays for 
something that becomes a property of the customer – and I do not think the customer should be 
penalized for conserving – what they paid for.  So using the argument or the statements by IT&E that a 
vast majority of the customers use up their loads anyway prior to expiration we are only assuming from 
that IT&E needs to deal with only a few pay customers.  So I just ask the members to consider the 
principal that you pay for something it belongs to you.  And technology wise I do not think it is going to 

be a burden for the providers to accommodate this so-called few that do not exhaust their time prior to 
expiration anyway.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Because Representative Antonio Sablan responded to 
Representative Attao’s question, Representative Attao, you still have the floor if you want to continue? 
 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao:  I will yield for now.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  I now recognize Representative Angel Demapan. 
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Representative Angel A. Demapan:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I want to raise another concern here that 

is focused on the frontend of the prepaid customer.  By removing this 90 days or 60 days and just letting 
it go indefinite, I think we are kind of posing a little bit of a repercussion in the market and to the prepaid 
customer, because having this perpetuity can eventually force the prepaid phone company to actually 
change the rates or remove the choices you have – right now you have a choice to buy a $5, $10, $20, 
$50 and you make that choice based on your usage.  But to suggest that we remove any kind of limitation 
and to just let it go in perpetuity, I think the possible repercussion could be that the prepaid phone 
companies will now offer one prepaid card and that is an unlimited amount of minutes at a higher price 
and you have no choice to go $5, $10, $20, they may even go - okay you have prepaid card at $75, I 
think if that repercussion goes into effect we defeat the whole purpose of protecting customers that are 
on the prepaid plan and eventually become one in the same with those that are on postpaid contracts.  So 
that is my concern here, is you take this marketing strategy away and put a perpetuity in there then you 
force the market to increase the price beyond what an average prepaid customer who uses $10, $20 a 
month would actually use and pay for.  That is just my concern here.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Representative Demapan.  Representative Lorenzo 
Deleon Guerrero, you are recognized. 
 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Just by reading the response from 
IT&E provider and DOCOMO is as well, it stated that if the proposed legislation is passed we would not 
be able to recycle numbers even if there is no usage on the account and that they would have to maintain 
an inactive account forever – that is the only reasons why they are not in fully support of the legislation 
and I believe that under great discussion we found out that in other states or territories they do not 
impose expiration dates on prepaid cards.  So if there is a significant or a huge consequence by the 
provider so by all means they should have stated it in their response.  And other than what they said they 
were not able to recycle any numbers as were given to a prepaid customer.  So I do not know they are 
not really saying that they are not fully or they are totally against it – it is just that because they do not 

want to maintain an active inactive account forever.  And of course members, if IT&E is to provide any 
consequences because we are legislating this particular bill they would have come forward in their 
response, but they did not, all they mentioned was that they are just not going to be able to continue 
maintaining an inactive account.  So I think if you look at other states or US Territories they do not 
impose expiration on prepaid cards.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  I recognize Representative Propst. 
 
Representative Edwin K. Propst:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I echo the comments made by my colleague 
Angel Demapan who brought up some very valid points.  I wanted to expound on it just a little bit.  I 
want to point that if you really think about it everything has an expiration date.  You know when you go 
shopping everything has an expiration date and when you shop you look at those dates and you make 
sure you are not going to buy expired goods or you look at something that is close to expiration you are 

going to say, well when am I going to use this.  So you are using common sense.  And I think you have 
to apply the same common sense when it comes to buying prepaid cards, because IT&E gives you that 
option between $5, $10, $20, even $50 cards.  If you realize that sometimes you may not use all your 
minutes rather than buying a $50 card or a $20 card, you would $5 cards maybe four of them or one of 
them and when it is used buy another one.  So it is really up to the consumer to be careful with what you 
use and go from there.  I am reading IT&E’s comments as my colleague Representative Larry Deleon 
Guerrero was talking it says here that all phone numbers whether prepaid or postpaid are recycled after 
120 days of inactivity as there are only a limited amount of numbers assigned to carriers.  So again 
getting back to what Representative Angel Demapan was talking about, I think my biggest concern here 
if it is in perpetuity if you can have this card forever, my biggest concern is where is the burden going to 
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be placed – is it going to be placed on the rest of the consumers I think that is a valid concern in my 

book.  So I understand the intent of the bill and I think it is great, but there is still some very serious 
unanswered questions and I am concerned about the repercussions.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Representative Propst.  I recognize Representative Lee 
Pan. 
 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I think only IT&E made the 
comment because they want to monopolize this – I do not see DOCOMO making a comment.  I do hear 
the repercussion of this, but reading off from the comment from Mr. Florian that this is theft I own those 
minutes cash me out if I do not use them fast enough do not steal them back from me.  I mean this makes 
sense.  There is a lot of indigent locals that cannot barely afford the $10 or the $5 and they keep those 
minutes for the purpose of any emergency.  And if we are going to deny them that privilege as Mr. 
Florian said, cash me out, because that is clean money I paid for it in good gesture and I expect you to 

give it back to me if I am not going to use it.  The advantage here is IT&E if they expire they actually 
gaining – then the loser is the buyer.  So about recycle I do not believe that they do not have enough 
numbers – the only thing that they are recycling is probably the prefix of the number but you can use the 
numbers in different numeric system.  That is all, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you.  Representative Roman Benavente, recognized. 
 
Representative Roman C. Benavente:  Thank you.  I go back to what Representative Sablan.  In business 
it is consumer and demand process in any kind business.  And different businesses have different 
categories of lining of what they need to do and what kind of business and categories they have.  With 
the prepaid and I will share this with you – I have done so many travels in my life and I buy prepaid 
cards in the States and basically everywhere where I can buy because I want to call home.  And there 
was no limit with regards to the card – if you want to buy 1000 minutes – they give you the 1000 minutes 

but you have to pay more money – and once you pay that amount of money all that minutes is yours until 
the time you finished the card.  So basically I feel that IT&E has aired their concerns with regards to this 
effect because let us be straight they are monopolizing everything.  Even the bills that puts IT&E in 
place right now to operate, monopolized the system and we know that as legislators.  We try to search 
that in the 18

th
 Legislature and followed up on that the monopoly.  So I just want to be fair and squared 

to basically everyone, I also adhere to the time limit, but yet, at the same time if you purchase you use 
your hard earned money and you purchase that amount then you should be entitled for that service.  Mr. 
Speaker, that is all thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  I now recognize Representative Yumul. 
 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  You know colleagues, there is a cost in 
doing business, and like what other members are saying there is going to be a repercussion.  You got to 

remember IT&E is a business and DOCOMO is a business and in the end whether they sell $5 or $20 
that repercussion is going to be there – there is going to be access charge every month for servicing 
those.  And I do not think it is going to save customers any minutes it is kind of like a bank account – 
you put your money in there every month they subtract $5 for servicing that account.  So the same as 
with what IT&E is going to do they are going to turn around and start charging access fees.  So if you go 
beyond 30 days they will start charging.  So in reality customers are going to suffer they are going to lose 
– the intent of the bill is to try to help them but I do not think that is going to happen.  And for that one 
comment made by the one person about not using, that is like us going to a Joeten store and buying a 
product and knowing that if we do not use the product we cannot go back to them and say hey we did not 
use the rest of this koolaide I want my money back.  So this is a business, everybody knows businesses 
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are there to make money in the end they are going to pass the cost and someone is going to pay for it and 

I do not think I myself as a legislator would want to tell a business how to run its business.  So this is my 
concern Mr. Speaker.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you.  Are there others that have not spoken yet?  I recognize 
Representative Vinson Sablan. 
 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  There are great points on both sides of this 
issue and as I sat back and listened to everything, I am trying to gage the actual intent of why was this 
introduced.  Did customers come up and say stop the expiration because so and so if you know what I 
mean.  What was the reason behind the intent of the bill?  When you are a postpaid customer your 
minutes do not roll over.  And I might be mistaken but I pay postpaid plans for my kids and I know their 
minutes do not roll over – if they do not use their 250 minutes for the student minutes and they get to the 
next month they start again on 250.  But in my opinion is that this is really not an issue, the customers 

get their options of purchasing $5, $10, $15, $20, and $50 prepaid cards based on their ability to spend at 
a certain time.  I am not convinced that you buy the card to save minutes.  You do not say let me buy $20 
but I am going to save it for August, most of the time the person goes into the store and buys a card 
because they need the load they do not hold it.  So there is really that small population of maybe a 
travelling businessman that leaves and comes back and says it is an issue because I had 20 minutes left 
but now I have to forfeit it.  I am just trying to gage and feel where the consumers came in here, did they 
march up and say we need to take out the expiration.  Do they feel that this needs to be done?  Or is it 
okay?  I think for me it is like an issue that it is okay, it is working for everybody.  So these are the issues 
that I am trying to gage at – is you know postpaid does not roll over, I see no need to lift the expiration.  
That is it, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you.  I recognize the Floor Leader. 
 

Floor Leader Camacho:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  First of all, I do agree with regard to Representative 
Sablan, you know if you buy something the company or the store is obligated to give you such product – 
your money is clean and you deserve the product that you bought.  However, in the fear of additional 
cost of being handed out to another customer the postpaid customer because you have not finished your 
prepaid loads I think we can find an amendable amendment to this - a compromise.  Instead of the 90 
days we can move it to two years and if you have $2 left in your phone and it takes you two years to 
finish that, I think you either lost your phone or it is not working anymore.  It is similar to dormant 
account at the banks after certain number of time your money is forfeited to the banks it goes wherever it 
is supposed to go.  I would like to go ahead and ask the Counsel to draft up a floor amendment instead of 
eliminating indefinitely to maybe two years, John, maybe you can go ahead and draft that up.   
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  As the counsel is preparing that, I see several other members and I 
believe all who have not yet spoken have already finished raising your hands.  So in the order in which 

for the second round now.  I recognized, Representative Antonio Sablan. 
 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan:  With that, Mr. Speaker, you know the intent of trying to afford the 
customer of what they pay for I think most of the members are in agreement to that and at the same time 
there are concerns in regards to the potential additional costs that might be passed on.  Although, 
according to this everybody practically used up their airtime - their minutes.  And so with that if there is 
no objections from the members and the Chairman and as the Vice Chair for PUTC, I would like to 
recommend that we send it back to committee and address an amendable and agreeable compromise on 
the matter. 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Okay, a recommendation was made to send it back to committee to 

work on it further, but before we do that and I will be turning it back to the Floor Leader to withdraw the 
motion and send it to committee, let us just go ahead and hear the concerns of the members who have 
raised their hands.  I recognized, Representative Attao. 
 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao:  Thank you, again, Mr. Speaker and thank you Vice Chair 
for making the motion to send it back to committee.  Just one of the things that the committee needs to 
take into consideration as well when they deliberate this process is that a postpaid cellular phone users 
pay on a monthly basis and if we do not pay our monthly basis we get our phone disconnected.  So now 
it goes on the burden it is going back and forth – so maybe if we are going to compromise two years 
maybe we will do a contract for six months so we do two payments a year at $90 – that is something that 
IT&E can consider.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  And something that the committee can consider as well.  I now 

recognize Representative Roman Benavente. 
 
Representative Roman C. Benavente: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I hear all the different arguments and 
every argument has merits.  Each individual Representative has their own opinions with regards to their 
argument and I respect that.  As you suggested sending it back to committee I ask the committee to 
revisit back the laws and provision that what has established IT&E.  And with that you will see more of 
how we arrived to all these kinds of situations that we are facing right now.  So maybe that will 
encourage you to do something about it or either to just let it go.  I would like to ask everyone’s 
indulgence of the committee to revisit the law that established IT&E.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  I recognize Representative Ogumoro. 
 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro:  Thank you.  I think when the committee further deliberates on 

the bill that they ask IT&E to say what are they going to do – should we move in the direction of keeping 
or not putting an expiration date, just to be very clear.  I mean what are the consequences and what do 
they intend to do.  Thank you. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Representative Ogumoro.  Recognize, Representative 
Propst. 
 
Representative Edwin K. Propst:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I got a few more comments here.  It says 
from IT&E’s letter that prepaid wireless cards allow loads to reuse over a 60 day period.  I just want you 
to know that if you buy a $5 load and you use it for 60 days that entitles you – if you were to use it every 
day and you broke it down to 60 days about eight cents per day – eight cents is not even enough for one 
text I believe – how much is a text, is it 10 cents I believe.  So the point is $5 is a very minimum amount 
in a card.  So again if you plan properly I do not think it is really that much of an issue.  But I do like to 

recommend if we do send this back to committee that you do look at IT&E’s letter and the fact that they 
recycle their numbers after 120 days of inactivity.  So perhaps instead of two years or 90 days you make 
it 120 days – and it expires 120 days I think it is a win-win situation in that sense because it says here 
“all phone numbers whether prepaid or postpaid are recycled after 120 days of inactivity as there are 
only a limited amount of numbers assigned to carriers.”  So that will address it.  So I do not think IT&E 
would have that much of a concern at that point.  So that is pretty much it.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Are there any further discussion before turning it over to the Floor 
Leader?  Is there any objections for the Chair tossing in some recommendations in as well? 
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 There was no objections raised. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you.  There are very good comments I have heard, so that 
the committee can take it back and reevaluate the issue again.  I share the sentiments that many of you 
have made I want to ask the Chairman to perhaps call in IT&E.  My biggest issue here has already been 
mentioned and that is I believe that the FCC assigns numbers to them.  They say a limited number but 
we do not know what that limited number is.  If it is very limited then there is cause for concern because 
all of us have probably tried getting prepaid cards and then it fell through the cracks it gets lost some 
people lose their phones and for whatever reason they cannot finish the minutes and I think there is a 
genuine reason for having to recycle it.  If a card or a phone gets lost and that number is basically 
assigned for in perpetuity and there is only a limited number of phone numbers that IT&E is given then 
what that could do is lessen the amount available to our consumers and when you lessen the amount 
available to consumers then you risk raising up the cost or as Representative Angel said, maybe offering 
limited options for those same cards which could drive up the prices.  So there is real concern from 

IT&E and I ask maybe you call them in and find out before we can make an inform decision on this bill.   
 
 The Chair recognized Floor Leader Camacho; the Floor Leader withdrew the motion and move 
to recommit S. B. No. 19-5, SS1, HD1 to the Committee on PUTC; there was no objections on the floor; 
the motion was carried; there was no “Nay” vote. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Let us now move on to Item 17, Miscellaneous Business, and I 
recognized Representative Roman Benavente. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Representative Roman C. Benavente:  Thank you.  I would just like ask one thing of the Chairman of the 
SNILD, due to the condition of the heat that we are experiencing this afternoon I would like to ask if we 
can be excused from the dress code tomorrow during the SNILD Session. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  That is a SNILD issue. 

 
There being no other members being recognized the Chair moved to Item 18, Announcements. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 The Chair recognized Representative Angel A. Demapan. 
 

Representative Angel A. Demapan:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I Just want to let other members know 
that the Committee on Federal and Foreign Affairs will be convening tomorrow at 1:00 p.m. in the 
House Chamber for a briefing with Assistant Secretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans, and Capabilities 
Robert Sherr.  I would like to open up the invitation to all the members to participate in this meeting.  
We are not completely aware yet exactly what the nature of his visit is here, but given that we have a 
visit of such a ranking official, I think it is a wonderful opportunity for us to hear from the Department of 
Defense what they are here for and what comments they have on the pending military proposals for 
Saipan, Tinian, Pagan.  So I am inviting the members that are not in the FFA Committee to participate in 
tomorrow’s meeting at 1:00 p.m.  The same way that I asked the members of the committee, I also ask 
those who are interested in participating to go ahead and prepare maybe your concerns that you would 
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like to bring up tomorrow after we get a briefing from the Assistant Secretary.  It is a good opportunity 

because whenever they send other representatives here a lot of times we ask questions and they say that 
they are not in the position to answer it.  Hopefully the Assistant Secretary of Defense is somebody in a 
position to answer our questions in a more thorough manner.  So in that regard I am just extending that 
invitation to all of you.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero:  Thank you, Representative Demapan.  Are there any other 
announcements? 
 
 The Chair recognized Representative Antonio P. Sablan. 
 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  This is for the members the House Ways 
and Means Committee has scheduled a committee meeting at 9:00 a.m. Friday, SNILD Ways and Means, 
Monday, 9:00 a.m.; Ways and Means budget deliberation starting Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 

Friday of next week at 9:00 a.m. And lastly, I did not want to leave this out and I just want to extend our 
appreciation to everybody on behalf of the San Antonio Church Parish Council for everyone’s 
contributions in last weekend’s fiesta.  The listing of everybody’s donations will be provided by the 
Parish Council and I think those will be noted and provided to the members.  Thank you. 
 
 There being no further announcements the Chair then therefore recognized Floor Leader 
Camacho for adjournment subject to the Call of the Chair. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho moved to adjourn subject to the call of the Chair; it was 
seconded and carried by voice vote. 
 
 The House adjourned at 4:31 p.m. 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
  
 Clerk 
 House of Representatives 
 

APPEARANCE OF LOCAL BILLS  

 
FIRST LEGISLATIVE DAY: 1

st 
Legislative appearance of a local bill is on the day it is introduced. 

 

SECOND LEGISLATIVE DAY: 

H. L. B. NO. 19-26: To authorize, establish and regulate the operation of Chamorro Gaming of Cockfight, Bingo and Batu in the 

Second Senatorial District and to repeal in its entirety, Chapter 4 of Division 2 of Title 10 of the Commonwealth Code and all 
provisions of the Tinian Local Laws pertaining to licensing of Cockfighting; and for other purposes.  Introduced by REP. EDWIN P. 
ALDAN of Tinian, Precinct 6 (for himself) on June 4, 2015. 

 

THIRD LEGISLATIVE DAY:  

H. L. B. NO. 19-23: To re-name Gapet Lane, Dancing Place and Manha Lane to “Tan Marikitan Pan Lane”, Joeten-Daidai Place” and 
“Nan Iching Lane” respectively to pay tribute to their contributions to the CNMI.  Introduced by Prefiled by: REP. ANGEL A. DEMAPAN 
of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself, Representatives Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, George N. Camacho, Antonio P. Sablan, and John 
Paul P. Sablan) on May 22, 2015. 
 
H. L. B. NO. 19-25: To amend Sections 2 and 3 of Tinian Local Law 19-1; and for other purposes.  Introduced by Prefiled by: REP. 
EDWIN P. ALDAN of Tinian, Precinct 6 (for himself) on May 22, 2015. 
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