
   

   

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  
N I N E T E E N T H  N O R T H E R N  M A R I A N A S  C O M M O N W E A L T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  

S P E C I A L  S E S S I O N ,  2 0 1 5  

L E G I S L A T I V E  J O U R N A L  
 

-1- 

Second Day, Sixth Special Session Thursday, July 23, 2015 

 

The House of Representatives of the Nineteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth 

Legislature convened its Second Day, Sixth Special Session on Thursday, July 23, 2015, at 2:00 

p.m., in the House Chamber on Capitol Hill, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands. 

 

The Honorable Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero, Speaker of the House, presided. 

  

 A moment of silence was observed. 

ROLL CALL 

The Clerk called the roll and seventeen members were present; Representatives Angel A. 

Demapan, Edwin K. Propst, and Ralph N. Yumul were absent and excused. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Let the record reflect that Representatives Angel Demapan, 

Edwin Propst and Ralph Yumul are hereby excused. Moving on we move on to item II of our 

Order of Business, Public Comments. At this point we will allow Public Comments. Anybody 

wishing to offer Public Comments may step up to the podium in the front to your left. We ask 

that you state your name for the record and we also ask that you confine your comments to any 

items contained in today’s Order of Business. Since there is a lot of people here we ask that you 

keep your comments to five minutes to allow other members to speak and time allowing we can 

continue a second round. Thank you. You may continue.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 The following individuals made comments: 

 

  Mr. Manses S. Borja 

  Mr. Yoshihiro Takami 

  Ms. Gloria C. Kavanah 

  Ms. Agnes McPhetres  

  Mr. David C. Sablan 

  Mr. William S. Torres 
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  Mr. Daniel O. Quitugua 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Let us move on to item IV in our Order of Business, 

Introduction of Bills. I have just been informed that there are bills and communications that did 

not make the 72 hour prefiling requirement. So I am going to ask the Floor Leader to effectuate a 

motion so that we can amend our agenda. Floor Leader. 

ADOPTION OF JOURNALS  

None 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  

House Bills: 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On that note, I would like to make a 

motion to suspend Rule IX, Section 4 (d) to allow the House to amend the agenda by including 

items, I believe we have a couple bills and some communications that did not meet today’s 

agenda and on that motion I call for a roll call. So move. 

 
RULE IX. BILLS, RESOLUTIONS AND AMENDMENTS. 
 

Section 4. Format of Bills and Resolutions. 
(d) Bills and resolutions for introduction may be pre-filed with the House Clerk for 
formal introduction at the next session, provided that it is pre-filed in sufficient time to 
appear on the session agenda as required under Rule III. The 72-hour notice and agenda 
requirements may be dispensed with for Special Emergency Sessions and Sessions called 
by the Governor in accordance with Rule III. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Motion has been offered and seconded to amend the agenda. 

Discussion on the motion? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to suspend Rule IX, Section 4 (d) with the following 
results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita yes 
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Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan yes 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 17 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With all members voting “yes,” 

the motion as offered by the Floor Leader hereby passes. The Chair now recognizes 

Representative BJ Attao for the first introduction. 

 

Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to formally 

introduce House Bill 19-190 entitled, “To amend 1 CMC § 2891 and § 2892 and to add a new § 

2893 (The CNMI Office of Grants Management); and for other purposes.” It is open for any 

other member who have not signed this legislation to go ahead and coauthor this legislation. So 

move. Thank you. 

 
H. B. NO. 19-90: To amend 1 CMC § 2891 and § 2892 and to add a new § 2893 (The 
CNMI Office of Grants Management); and for other purposes.  

REP. BLAS JONATHAN “BJ” T. ATTAO, of Saipan, Precinct 3 (for himself, 
Representatives Roman C. Benavente, Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero, Vinson F. Sablan, 
Ramon A. Tebuteb, and Edmund S. Villagomez) 

(Referred to the Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations) 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Attao. House Bill 19-90 will be 

referred to the Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations. For the next introduction 

recognize Representative Lorenzo Deleon Guerrero. 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and good afternoon 

members and to our public viewers. This is to officially introduce House Bill 19-91, “To amend 

9 CMC §8392(a)(2) to include veterinarians in the public sector; and for other purposes.” I ask 

any member to cosponsor the bill, thank you. 

 
H. B. NO. 19-91: To amend 9 CMC §8392(a)(2) to include veterinarians in the public 
sector; and for other purposes.  

REP. LORENZO I. DELEON GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 5 (for 
himself)  

(Referred to the Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations) 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Deleon Guerrero. House Bill 19-

91 will also be referred to the Committee on JGO. Are there any other introduction of House 

Bills? House Local Bills? If not, let us move on to item V, Introduction of Resolutions. 
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House Local Bills: None 

 

House Legislative Initiatives: None 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS  

House Resolutions: 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: The Chair recognizes Representative Vinson Sablan. 

 

Representative Vinson F. Sablan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to formally introduce 

House Resolution 19-26, “Encouraging the Administration and the Secretary of the Department 

of Public Lands to negotiate a new lease to Kan Pacific Saipan, Ltd., for those public lands it is 

currently leasing from the government and is set to expire on April 30, 2018.” Mr. Speaker, if 

there is no objection, I would like to respectfully ask that we adopt this resolution from the 

Committee as a Whole and also to place this on the Resolution Calendar. Thank you. 

 
H. RES. NO. 19-26 
Encouraging the Administration and the Secretary of the Department of Public Lands to 
negotiate a new lease to Kan Pacific Saipan, Ltd., for those public lands it is currently 
leasing from the government and is set to expire on April 30, 2018. 

REP. VINSON F. SABLAN of Saipan, Precinct 4, (for himself, Representatives 
Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, Anthony T. Benavente, Roman C. Benavente, George N. 
Camacho, Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero, John Paul P. Sablan, Ramon A. Tebuteb, 
Edmund S. Villagomez, and Ralph N. Yumul) 

 

Several members voiced “no objection”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please take note. At this time, without 

objection, House Resolution 19-26 will be placed on today’s Resolution Calendar. Are there any 

other resolutions for introduction? House Joint Resolutions? House Commemorative 

Resolutions? Without any further introductions, let us move to item VI, Messages from the 

Governor. Madame Clerk. 

 

House Joint Resolutions: None 

 

House Commemorative Resolutions: None 

 

House Concurrent Resolutions: None 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 The Clerk announced each of the following Governor’s Communication: 

 
GOV. COMM. 19-40: (7/13/15) Certifying and granting approval for Lloyd G. Jackson, 
III, Assistant Attorney General, at the Office of Attorney General to receive an annual 
salary of $80,000. [For info] 
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GOV. COMM. 19-41: (7/16/15) Executive Order 2015-10 – Declaration of a State of 
Significant Emergency: Commonwealth Utilities Corporation’s Imminent Generation 
and other Failure and the Need to Provide Immediate Reliable Power, Water and 
Wastewater services. 
 
GOV. COMM. 19-42: (7/16/15) Certifying and granting approval for Mr. Matthew 
Meyer, Assistant Public Defender, at the Office of Public Defender to receive an annual 
salary of $63,000. [For info] 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. Any discussion under item VI? 

Are we ready? Let us move on then to House Communication item VIII. Madame Clerk. 

SENATE COMMUNICATIONS 

None 

HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS 

 The Clerk announced the following House Communication: 

 
HSE. COMM. 19-36: (7/17/15) From Representative Vinson F. Sablan, informing the 
Speaker that he will be off-island on personal matters from Monday, August 3, 2015 to 
Monday August 24, 2015 and request to be excused from any meetings or sessions 
during his absence. 
 
HSE. COMM. 19-37: (7/17/15) From Representative Ralph N. Yumul, informing the 
Speaker that he will be off-island on personal matters from Monday, July 20, 2015 to 
Saturday, August 15, 2015 and request to be excused from any meetings or sessions 
during his absence. 
 
HSE. COMM. 19-38: (7/20/15) From Representative Ralph N. Yumul, informing the 
Speaker that he authorizes Representative Vinson F. Sablan to speak and act on his 
behalf for House Resolution 19-25. 
 
HSE. COMM. 19-39: (7/17/15) From Representative Angel A. Demapan, informing the 
Speaker that he will be off-island from Monday, July 20, 2015 to Tuesday, July 28, 2015 
and request to be excused from any and all official functions during his absence. 
 
HSE. COMM. 19-40: (7/20/15) From Representative Edmund S. Villagomez, informing 
the Speaker that he will be off-island from Saturday, July 25, 2015 to Friday, August 7, 
2015 and request to be excused from scheduled House sessions and meetings during his 
absence. 
 
HSE. COMM. 19-41: (7/21/15) From your Committee on Natural Resources Chairman 
Edwin P. Aldan, informing the Speaker that he appointed Representative Felicidad T. 
Ogumoro to be a member of the Natural Resources Committee. 
 
HSE. COMM. 19-42: (7/23/15) From Representative Antonio P. Sablan, informing the 
Speaker that he will be off-island from Friday, July 24, 2015 to Friday, July 31, 2015 on 
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personal leave and request to be excused from any sessions or meetings during his 
absence.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. Any comments on House 

Communications? Are we ready to move on?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JUDICIAL BRANCH 

None 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES 

None 

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS 

None 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, members. Let us move on to Reports of 

Standing Committees item XII and the Chair will turn it over to the Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I believe most of the members in the 

gallery today are here for the Resolution Calendar. If there is no objection from any members if it 

is alright to move directly to item XV our Resolution Calendar.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Any objections? 

 

Several members voiced “no objection”. 

RESOLUTION CALENDAR 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We do have four resolutions ready 

for adoption on our Resolution Calendar. First is House Resolution 19-24, “A House Resolution 

to honor and express our wholehearted gratitude to the Late Mrs. Doris Ann Templeton 

Thompson for her countless years of dedicated and excellent service to the students, faculty, and 

staff of the CNMI Public School System most especially Marianas High School and the former 

San Antonio Elementary School.” Mr. Speaker, I move for its adoption. 

 
H. RES. NO. 19-24 
A House Resolution to honor and express our wholehearted gratitude to the Late Mrs. 
Doris Ann Templeton Thompson for her countless years of dedicated and excellent 
service to the students, faculty, and staff of the CNMI Public School System most 
especially Marianas High School and the former San Antonio Elementary School. 

 

The motion was seconded. 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: It has been seconded. Motion is to adopt House Resolution 

19-24. Any discussion on the motion? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no discussion and the motion to adopt House Resolution 19-24 was carried by 

voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: House Resolution 19-24 is hereby adopted by the House. 

Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next on the calendar is House 

Resolution 19-25, “A House Resolution to recognize and congratulate the organizers of the 

Governor’s Tournament of Champions Golf Tournament, which has enabled the success of many 

destination enhancement projects and which is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year.” Mr. 

Speaker, I move for its adoption. 

 
H. RES. NO. 19-25 
A House Resolution to recognize and congratulate the organizers of the Governor’s 
Tournament of Champions Golf Tournament, which has enabled the success of many 
destination enhancement projects and which is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. This is for the adoption of House Resolution 19-25, any discussion on the motion? 

Recognize Representative Vinson Sablan. 

 

Representative Vinson F. Sablan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would just like to ask to respectfully 

adopt this resolution from the Committee as a Whole. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: To clarify it was already introduced by the Committee as a 

Whole and normally we do that during the introduction part. Any further discussion?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no discussion and the motion to adopt House Resolution 19-25 was carried by 

voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: House Resolution 19-25 is hereby adopted. Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is Commemorative Resolution 

19-3, “A House Commemorative Resolution to congratulate the CNMI Senior League All Stars 

for their victorious efforts in the 2015 Asia-Pacific Little League Regional Tournament and 

earning the privilege to participate in the 2015 Senior League World Series in Bangor, Maine.” 

Mr. Speaker, I move for its adoption. 
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C. RES. NO. 19-3 
A House Commemorative Resolution to congratulate the CNMI Senior League All Stars 
for their victorious efforts in the 2015 Asia-Pacific Little League Regional Tournament 
and earning the privilege to participate in the 2015 Senior League World Series in 
Bangor, Maine. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Motion has been offered and seconded for the adoption of 

Commemorative Resolution 19-3. Just for the record, Madame Clerk was this introduced by the 

Committee as a Whole? It was not? Are we in order then before we pass it? I know we normally 

do it during introduction but this is a national? Are we in order? Is there any objection to this 

resolution being introduced by the Committee as a Whole?  

 

Several members voiced “no objection”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please take note. Are we ready for the vote?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no further discussion and the motion to adopt House Commemorative 

Resolution 19-3 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: For the last resolution, Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The last of our resolution is House 

Resolution 19-26, “Encouraging the Administration and the Secretary of the Department of 

Public Lands to negotiate a new lease to Kan Pacific Saipan, Ltd., for those public lands it is 

currently leasing from the government and is set to expire on April 30, 2018.” Mr. Speaker, I 

move for its adoption. 

 
H. RES. NO. 19-26 
Encouraging the Administration and the Secretary of the Department of Public Lands to 
negotiate a new lease to Kan Pacific Saipan, Ltd., for those public lands it is currently 
leasing from the government and is set to expire on April 30, 2018. 

REP. VINSON F. SABLAN of Saipan, Precinct 4, (for himself, Representatives 
Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, Anthony T. Benavente, Roman C. Benavente, George N. 
Camacho, Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero, John Paul P. Sablan, Ramon A. Tebuteb, 
Edmund S. Villagomez, and Ralph N. Yumul) 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded for the adoption of House Resolution 19-26. At this time, the Chair will entertain any 

discussion on the motion. Recognize the mover.  

 

Representative Vinson F. Sablan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is just to officially comment on 

the resolution in support of – in 1977, Kan Pacific Saipan came into Saipan to invest and was 
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able to lease 146 hectares of public lands for 25 years. We are now on the 38
th

 year and the staff 

and management – the owners of Kan Pacific have weathered the economic storm and have kept 

high activity and investment in the CNMI. With the local hires – 91% of local hires of staff at the 

hotel and they also should be a role model to other hotels and organizations with what they are 

doing with the local workforce. What other companies are trying to do with the local workforce 

in preparing for the exodus of CW workers, Kan Pacific has succeeded already. They are ready to 

invest given the chance. With that said Mr. Speaker and the members of this body, the fate of 

Kan Pacific Saipan will set the tone for our future leases and investments. I ask that we look at 

all the factors and push to allow Kan Pacific Saipan to remain part of our community. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Sablan. Any further discussions? 

Recognize Representative Ogumoro. 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Before we take action on the 

resolution, I would like to get some clarification on some whereas’ on the subject resolution. 

Under the second whereas on page 1, line 7 through line 10, I would like to get some clarification 

on the communication between and I think that is not limiting to the second but also down to the 

third whereas lines 11 to 14. I would like to get some clarification on the communication that we 

are referencing there was communication from DPL expressing its eagerness to grant additional 

lease terms to Kan Pacific and the other hotels whose leases are expiring. Does anybody have any 

copy of that communication so that at least we understand what exactly that communication 

entails because from our reading of the news papers – I do not have a copy of the actual letter or 

the actual communication from the Secretary of DPL to the Governor we are now talking about 

opening it up – I mean doing an RFP on this particular project. The first long term lease that is 

about to expire in a couple of years. So can somebody enlighten me as to what that 

communication is that we are making reference to that actually went out from DPL saying that 

they are going to grant additional land lease to Kan Pacific just for clarification purposes. Does 

anybody have a copy of that and if we can have that clarified. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. To respond, Representative Vinson Sablan.  

 

Representative Vinson F. Sablan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, we are in possession of the 

written correspondences between Kan Pacific Saipan and DPL we have it right here if you want 

the Bureau to make copies for everybody. 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Yes. Mr. Speaker, can we have a short recess so that we 

can get copies of the communication relative to what I am requesting? 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Just a question. Is it one communication that the second and 

third whereas clause speaks to or more than one? 

 

Representative Vinson F. Sablan: I believe it is more than one Mr. Speaker. This is a packet of all 

correspondences and communications between Kan Pacific and DPL.  

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: I think Mr. Speaker it is incumbent upon us to really fully 

understand what the content of those communications are before we act on the resolution. The 
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resolution specifically says that we are encouraging the Secretary to negotiate a new lease which 

is not the same as what we understand to be happening now. The most recent action was that 

there would be an RFP or an RFP is going to be let out – I mean we need to understand that. So 

Mr. Speaker, just for clarification before we take action on the resolution. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. Can I ask since it is a whole packet this is going 

to take some time to make copies. Can you Representative Sablan point out the relevant 

correspondence that she is concerned about and maybe only that correspondence would be made. 

Please point it out, give it to the Sergeant-at-Arms and he can make rather than the whole thing. 

Recognize Representative Sablan. 

 

Representative Vinson F. Sablan: Can you give us time to point out the correspondence? 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Mr. Speaker if I may? 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Recognize Representative Ogumoro. 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: May I ask that we have a short recess please so that we 

can get the information that we need. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Let us take a short recess. 

 

The House recessed at 2:50 p.m. 

 

RECESS 

 

The House reconvened at 3:10 p.m. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. At this time, we return back to our session. We 

left off on item XV, the Resolution Calendar. A motion was offered by our Floor Leader for the 

adoption of House Resolution 19-26 and we are under discussion. Representative Ogumoro had 

the floor with some questions and request for information. Now that the information has been 

passed out, do you wish to continue Representative Ogumoro? 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: You are recognized. 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: It looks like someone has to explain what this letter is all 

about. From just reading the letter dated May 16, 2013 DPL has encouraged or given hope to the 

hotel that the lease is going to be – that they are going to negotiate for a new lease unless I am 

reading it wrong. Now he comes back and said that he is going to put it out on RFP. I think that 

this is where we are setting mixed signals and at what point did we change our mind? I think that 

when it comes to our public lands Mr. Speaker, I stand very firm on my position that we need to 

protect our lands, the land of our generations and those coming. So we cannot just be contented 

with – so today we give a message to our investors that this is what we are going to do and then 

the very next thing that we do is turn around and take a different position. So Mr. Speaker, I do 
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feel and wish that the Secretary of Public Lands is here to explain what this is. This is really 

between the secretary now and Kan Pacific to clear it out. At this point, Mr. Speaker I would now 

end my remarks but I am very concerned. I think somebody has to come out and clarify and 

answer to the concerns that are coming up now. That is why I wanted to ask and point out 

because we are not going to – I do not think that we should just act on a resolution and take it 

lightly, this is very serious. This is the first long term lease that is going to be renegotiated or that 

is going to be renewed if it is going to be renewed. We have the laws governing the long term 

lease of our public lands. So we need to abide by those laws and work and do everything possible 

to make sure that whatever we execute is in accordance with our constitution and the covenant. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Ogumoro. Any further 

discussion? Recognize the Vice-Speaker. 

 

Vice Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do have a brief question to the 

author, but before that let me just try to clarify what was said during the public comment. I hear 

the word “granted,” again this resolution does not automatically grant the new lease it is only an 

encouragement so I thought I made that clear. Based on the information provided on the whereas 

obviously has indicated that there is an ongoing discussion negotiation with DPL so I just 

thought I would ask the mover what happened to that negotiation? 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: To respond recognize Representative Vinson Sablan.  

 

Representative Vinson F. Sablan: Thank you, Speaker. To respond, I believe the correspondences 

are still going back and forth on the gist we see in the papers that letters are coming back and 

forth so I do not have an exact answer where the negotiation is or where the correspondences and 

communications are that I have to go back and consult with either DPL and Marianas Resort to 

see exactly what their positions are at and where their communications are at. 

 

Vice Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: I yield Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Vice. Did anybody else have their hand up? 

Recognize Representative Vinson Sablan.  

 

Representative Vinson F. Sablan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I feel the concerns of the members 

and Congresswoman Ogumoro. It says in the title “encouraging the Administration Secretary of 

Public Lands to negotiate a new lease.” With the correspondences and the communication 

written back and forth between DPL and public lands. They were under the impression and it 

states here that camp pacific was under the impression that DPL would you know it is positive of 

this decision coming back to the legislature and granting a new lease or whatnot. And then comes 

another decision by the Department of Public Lands to RFP the lease out to other interested 

investors. It is not our fault Speaker that there is inconsistency with the decisions that are made 

with the agency that handles public lands, but I think it is our fiduciary duty as policy makers and 

as leaders to come in when they are inconsistencies within the agency and have a position and act 

on a position. As a mover that is all I am asking that it is going to come back to us anyways and I 

ask that we just act on it today. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. In the order that hands were raised recognized 

first Representative Roman Benavente. 

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With regards to the comments of 

Representative Ogumoro, I adhere her concern with regards to the constitutionality and their 

requirements of the public land lease. Although, as stipulated down in this letter to Mr. Tenorio, 

he said, “please let me know how I can help you accomplish our mutual goal. Sincerely yours” 

this is from Gloria, but in the other hand it seems like there is a – in the beginning you know and 

I have walked through the different session with the DPL – Department of Public Land through 

the intent of the Kitani Group in realigning themselves with another lease of the – or renewing 

the lease. I am looking at this – this is a critical situation because if we do not consider this hotel 

right now that is bound to fold itself and go away, move on and if RFP is open and we do not 

consider this. There are other hotels that are presently – big hotels like Fiesta, Kanoa, Hyatt, all 

these other big hotels that are presently waiting their continuing renewal and what are we going 

to do about it? With all these hotels with their concerted effort if they fold their business and 

move on at this point in time we would all be caught in economic circumstances and that is the 

only concern that I would like to share among everyone. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Benavente. The Chair now 

recognizes Representative Antonio Sablan.  

 

Representative Antonio P. Sablan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good afternoon members and to our 

viewing public and those who have joined us this afternoon. First of all, although this resolution 

is to encourage the Administration Secretary of DPL to negotiate a new lease for Kan Pacific, 

this is not just Kan Pacific. You know we have got major long term lease of public lands that are 

going to expiring within the next few years. We have got the Hyatt, I believe Fiesta, Kanoa 

Resort, so this is not just Kan Pacific, but we are discussing Kan Pacific because its lease is 

expiring within approximately within two almost three years. The subject matter is not current it 

has been in discussion for the past five – six years as far back as I can remember. First being a 

member of this legislature in the 17
th

 and 18
th

 Legislature and I think we have adopted this 

similar resolution during the 18
th

 House and through all this time there has been a number of 

issues and a lot of anguish in regards to “Can DPL do this? What is the Constitutional language? 

What is allowed for?” So the terms in regards to extension and renewal are sometimes intermix 

and I think we are talking about a new lease. My position on this matter I think it is a matter of 

public record and I have gone out and I have not hesitated to make my position known publicly. 

We are talking about long term investment confidence being business friendly and the documents 

that have just been made available to the members is an example of how investors get frustrated 

at times with how this government conducts itself. One day it is alright, the other it is not, one 

day tell us your intention and the other day they say no that is not the way it is going to be I have 

changed my mind. And the implications is larger than just this one lease. Again, we have 

mentioned Hyatt, what is DPL going to do when it is time for Hyatt, time to negotiate. Are they 

going to RFP the Hyatt property as well? You know this government has lost so much and it has 

dropped the ball in so many occasions in the past that have hurt this Commonwealth 

economically. We have proposal in Continental establishing a hop-year we lost that. We had an 

opportunity to try to save JAL from closing, we dropped that. Here we are faced with an 

opportunity to try to negotiate with a long term business partner and investor in the CNMI on 

public lands. Again, we have talked about the Japanese market, I think Kan Pacific is the 
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remaining long major company and to act to that it is in the industry of tourism. All we are 

saying is with this resolution is go back to the negotiation table and try to do what we can to save 

Kan Pacific and the market that it caters to. I know the Japanese number are dropping. We have 

to do what we can to save that market or improve that market and this is not about giving away 

public land for free, we are talking about negotiation. You know we have talked about, let us 

support new investment so that they can provide for jobs, well we have heard from everybody 

that Kan Pacific is one company whose employment of local or US citizen workers is at a higher 

rate than most companies. And you know in the worst of times, a lot of investors have packed 

their bags and left. The Katani family and Kan Pacific hung around, they persevered. I think it is 

time that we in government that tries to or are empowered with the responsibility of trying to do 

what is best for our economy or for our people. We should step up to the plate and try to do what 

we can. We are personally, I am not going to speak for anybody, but I ask that the members to 

support the passage of this resolution so that we can move on. After Kan Pacific it is going to be 

Hyatt and it is going to be Fiesta and it is going to be Kanoa and the new incoming investors – 

large incoming including Best Sunshine, I think Best Sunshine and other large scale investors 

would feel better putting all they can into investment on public property if they know that when 

their initial lease that they would be afforded the opportunity to extend and continue doing 

business with the investment that they put in our Commonwealth and that is all it is. I think that 

the proposal here is looking ahead not just till tomorrow, when you look at the dates it is 2013 

when DPL solicited proposal from Kan Pacific. Now it is 2015 and their expiration is April 30
th

 

in the area of investment this is practically tomorrow. So again as controversial as some of these 

details are coming, I ask that we support the negotiation process and let us have DPL back on the 

negotiation table with Kan Pacific. Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Sablan. Recognize 

Representative Lee Pan. 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The intent of this House 

Resolution is good. I am reading this response on May 29, 2013 from Acting Secretary Tenorio 

and I quote, “I encourage you to remain positive in as much as DPL will take the lead in 

convincing our legislature of the advantages of extending the lease.” I guess back then in 2013, 

Acting Secretary was trying to buy himself to become Secretary. Now that he became a 

Secretary, he is telling Marianas Resort we need to go RFP process. Best Sunshine negotiated the 

public land – American Samoa – why did not the Secretary RFP that? Why? I mean you cannot 

choose who to RFP and choose not to RFP. Where is the fairness Mr. Speaker. I think the 

Administration should be mindful that needs to really look into this matter seriously because I do 

not know that Secretary Tenorio owns the public land, the people own public land, not Mr. 

Tenorio. I did not encourage Mr. Tenorio to RFP anything. I am part owner of this public land. I 

never agreed to his principle or practice of RFP. Negotiation is the key here. You know you have 

got to quantify, the importance, the value of the land. Now we are having this House Resolution 

to encourage the Administration. I think the Administration is aware of what is going on. I do not 

understand that we need to tell the Administration what to do. The Administration should bring 

in the Secretary and say, “what are you trying to do? Are you being pro-business minded or 

against business?” As Representative Sablan said, he changed his mind, he likes to change his 

mind. Are we going to continue changing our mind? I am sorry I do not change my mind. I want 

investors to come here so our economy can improve. We continue to echo the same words that 

we want to be investor friendly, but we are not. We are discouraging investors, we are kind of 
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choosing who are the key investors that we want. The Kitani family have been here 30 plus years. 

They survived and weathered the storm. They weathered the perfect storm. They waited and 

waited and waited, they invested, invested and invested. In due fairness of the Kitani family, I 

strongly support that the DPL should negotiate this lease agreement in good faith. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Lee Pan Guerrero. Now 

recognize the Vice Speaker.  

 

Vice Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Just a quick one to the Legal Counsel 

or the mover. You have indicated in your whereas that DPL did requested for a legal opinion to 

determine whether it is constitutionally permissible for DPL to grant a new lease. I just thought I 

would ask and the reason why I ask that is because the letter that was submitted to Kan Pacific by 

Acting Secretary Pedro Tenorio as indicated numbers of 25 to 40 years. So in fact some of the 

whereas here has indicated also that a possible amendment on Article XI to 99 years. So I just ask 

whether any opinion on that request rendered? 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Legal Counsel. 

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: I have seen references to an opinion, I have not seen the opinion itself 

however there is no problem with entering into an entirely new lease. The prohibition is offering 

a lease extension or a renewal option while the existing lease is still in effect. If an entirely new 

lease is entered into which does not get into effect until the current lease is terminated there 

would be no problem. It is currently being done with a private land in the same manner. You just 

cannot have both at the same time you would have to wait until the current lease expires or 

terminates. It can be terminated early by agreement or waiting until the termination date is set 

forth in the original lease.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: You still have the floor Vice Speaker.  

 

Vice Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Speaker. So Legal Counsel, let me ask this 

question. In this case where if the lease would expire sometime in 2018, how would this work? 

Would this be terminated before or you tell me. 

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: In our own procedure this is what is done in the States where you have 

similar situations and it is what is done in respect to private land. You negotiate now what the 

terms and conditions will be of the lease in the future when the current lease expires or 

terminates. Once you agree on those terms then you can agree on when the lease is going to 

terminate. All the documents would be placed in an escrow so that they are filed in order so that 

the current lease will terminate and title revert free and clear to the Department of Public Land 

and then the new lease would then be filed. So there is never more than a 25 year term.  

 

Vice Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I yield for now. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Let me recognize Representative Ogumoro and then 

Representative Aldan. 
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Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Just for clarification again, Mr. 

Cool are you saying it is allowable under our laws to negotiate for a new lease? Is that what you 

are telling us? 

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: Yes. 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: I just want to make sure Mr. Speaker that I am very clear. 

And we have met with HANMI in the past and in that meeting everybody echoed whatever their 

positions were and one thing that I want to make clear is that any renegotiation or any extension 

of lease has to be done in a win, win situation. It should be a win for Kan Pacific or whoever is 

the lesser and the people of Commonwealth – specifically all persons of Northern Marianas 

Descent. I kind of get the impression that we are not favorable to – I mean we are going to 

jeopardize our economic development by none approval of this resolution. Mr. Speaker, I think I 

have to congratulate all of us because of our determination of our consistency and determination 

to turn the economy around that is why we have our casino. So we are all together on this. We 

want investments to grow and our investors to come in and make more money for us so that we 

can take care of our needs and provide for our people. Mr. Cool is it permissible for us to work 

on a new lease? Am I hearing that when you were presenting in response to the Vice?  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Mr. Cool. 

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: Yes. You can work on a new lease. The lease will not go into effect or 

be binding on anybody until the current lease has expired.  

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Right. Upon expiration if that should happen and all the 

documents and all the papers are being worked on it will still come back if it is more than five 

hectares or more it would have to come back to us again?  

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: Correct. 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Ogumoro. At this time, Chair 

recognizes Representative Aldan from Tinian.  

 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. First of all Mr. Speaker and members, 

I do support this resolution it is only encouraging the Administration and the department to 

negotiate. It has come into negotiation with Kan Pacific. Speaking of Kan Pacific, this company 

Mr. Speaker is one of the goods towards our public land, the way they lease our properties. They 

have been leasing this property for a long time. The property used to be bigger as what it is now 

that they came into terms in public land and they returned some of the lands that they did not 

need to use. They are very prudent and very careful with how they manage those properties and 

until now they still maintain those facilities up north without complaining that this is not their job 

to maintain the swimming pool and clean the baseball field after returning those lands back to 

public land they still spend money those pools are not easy to maintain. On employment it is true 

they are one of the highest local hiring company over 90%. At the same time, these employees 

are still there. Some of these employees since the inception of the company, over 30 years they 
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are still there working that is something. A lot of the companies do not have people from the 

beginning. A lot of the companies do not maintain our local force. Thirty-sum years and still 

working for a private company that says something. Mr. Speaker, you and I about two weeks ago 

met with Hanmi on a luncheon and a very concerned issues was brought up because this meeting 

was the first of a meeting between me and you and the group the Hanmi, the first time we 

discussed about what DPL is trying to implement the RFP. It brought a lot of big concerns to the 

table because some of these companies at this moment do not even want to invest. Why should 

they invest when they know that they going to beat out the property they are going to invest in 7 

or 8 years. They are not a small company. These people report to companies that are international 

abroad and they do not just fork out here. The money comes also from outside the big parent 

companies. So DPL’s action right now is kind of putting everybody on alert in their renewal. On 

the whereas and these papers that was provided was us it is very shameful. Na’mamahlao este na 

sigi ma sangani na maolek-ha it is alright we need to move, there is a lot of assurance was given 

to this company and then here we are. They came out and say we going to RFP. Why didn’t they 

just tell them back then that they were going to RFP and we are going to start doing RFP policy 

from now on, but this hide around the bushes and then all of a sudden you give them the axe and 

then their three years out. What do you think these people are feeling? Hafa este na kompania 

siniente-niha? I think the only two major Japanese company other than – Hyatt takes care of 

some of the Japanese company, but this company, majority of their clients are Japanese and we 

are trying to fix the Japanese market, this is not the way to show them that we welcome them 

back, we welcome their investment and continue to partner up. Last, but not least Mr. Speaker, I 

do and I will support this resolution. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Aldan. Before the Chair 

recognizes the next member. I want to ask the members to maybe limit their discussion so we can 

act on it. We have a full list of bills that need to be acted on today. The Chair now recognize 

Representative Anthony Benavente.  

 

Representative Anthony T. Benavente: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do hear your concern in 

regards to adding so much language. Anyway, I too support this bill, but I do support Felicidad 

Ogumoro’s intentions of something worthy also for our CNMI government not at loss. I know 

that within the next few years it would belong back to the government, but here they are 

requesting for additional lease term and which is good because they have been supportive, they 

have been paying but with that in mind with that move for 40 year lease again, 25 plus 15 years 

extension around the corner, there should be some beneficial to our government and I want that 

to happen. Again, there is something that transpired, maybe something wrong in the previous that 

we know. One, Laolao, a lease was there it was terminated a negotiation of no lease for a forty 

years – some projects for the community was denied or was removed from the agreement. 

Another one Tinian, sorry to say, but Tinian 153 hectares of property a soul source deal by DPL 

no RFP, soul source of 153 hectares. I believe Marpi is only about 14 hectares, but in Tinian 153 

at $2.00, I do not think it is a win, win situation. What is transpiring is something that we have to 

be mindful and extra careful of our public lands that is why I encourage Best Sunshine should 

look at our private land because they are beautiful and they are prying property for them to build 

their investment because this public land that we have are very limited for our future people, our 

young people that need homestead and housing. That is what we should be looking at in the near 

future, expansion of housing for our future kids, our future generations, but the private property 
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please let us encourage Best Sunshine since they have so much money let us give them so that all 

our people would have plenty money. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Benavente. Now recognize 

Representative Lorenzo Deleon Guerrero. 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I understand your concern 

about time. I do support this resolution. I just want to make it clear to the members the letter 

dated May 16 where the DPL is saying to the hotel owners to express their desire if they want to 

continue the lease it states “DPL is optimistic of its approval and DPL will do its best effort to 

obtain this approval.” This to me it means that DPL is encouraging existing hotel owners to 

extend their leases. The other thing also is in regards to the fourth amendment of the lease. I 

would like to ask the Legal Counsel. Mr. Cool, they remake on their fourth amendment of the 

lease can you respond a little bit on that?  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Representative Guerrero can you clarify what the floor 

amendment of the lease is? 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: This is the first whereas it says “Whereas, according 

to paragraph 3 (a) of the fourth amendment to the lease agreement entered into on March 2003 

between Kan Pacific and the Department of Public Lands was contractually obligated to notify 

Kan Pacific of its intent to transition the subject land back to DPL five years prior to the 

expiration of the lease.” They did not do that so I would like to clarify that from the Legal 

Counsel.  

 

Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao: Point of clarification, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: State your point. 

 

Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao: Just to assist Representative Lorenzo Guerrero, the 

fourth amendment is a reflection of the actual contract. What it states there is specific that the 

five years prior to the expiration that DPL or MPLA at the time was suppose to let Kan Pacific 

know their intentions whether to continue the lease or not to continue the lease that is why the 

significance of the dates on the letter if you look at the year 2013 is the fifth year. So DPL in 

2013 exercise their right to go ahead and solicit comments from Kan Pacific in regards to their 

intention of extending their business here in the Commonwealth at the same token, DPL is 

notifying Kan Pacific that they are in full support of their continued business in the 

Commonwealth therefore the opening of the resolution is reflective of that and now two and a 

half years prior to the expiration of the lease agreement they are changing the rules in the middle 

of the game and the contract itself stated to that – DPL in their initial response afforded that 

opportunity for the lease extension and in full support of that lease extension to a continuing 

business in the Commonwealth as Kan Pacific, Marianas Resort. It fulfilled its portion of the 

contract now, maybe if it might lead into other situations in regards to changing their stance now 

that the negotiation process actually had begun in 2013. Now the resolution in itself is very 

reflective to what the intent of extension of the fifteen years that happen back in – if I am not 

mistaken it is 2002 when MPLA was still under a board with approval of the legislature for the 

fifteen year extension for the total of forty years of the land lease. So to answer Representative 
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Guerrero’s question the amendment is in regards to the fourth amendment is the contract not 

anything in regards to the fourth amendment in the Constitution or anything like that. So in full 

faith and credit for both entities they were negotiating this process all the way through until 

recent history when – I do not know if we call it an executive decision to go ahead and RFP the 

property and by doing so now we are setting a standard in the future. Both our eyes are black 

eyed already in the Japanese market and we are going to add salt to injury by taking the last 

major investor of the CNMI out. I do not know we are moving 10 steps forward, but 15 steps 

backwards. Like the resolution states it is just encouraging the administration of the Secretary of 

Public Lands. We are just going again with the original contract of 2002 of the lease extension 

that they are expressing their interest to extend their lease and I commend the author 

Representative Vinson Sablan and especially Representative George Camacho the two guys from 

Precinct IV that are battling this uphill battle in regards to public lands. Kan Pacific is in an area 

that is not even a tourist destination area yet they have continued their business in the 

Commonwealth without any fringe benefits given other benefits of QC or amending their leases 

to benefit just the company. They work through their lease and they continue to do that. All they 

are asking is to be able to sit down and fulfill the portion of contract that was afforded to them 

back in 2002 so therefore I encourage the members of this body to go ahead and vote in support 

of this resolution to allow the process to take its course. It will make its way back to the 

legislature. We will at the ultimate end decide on the extension of this lease, but changing the 

rules in the middle of the game it is not good business practice. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you for that point of clarification. I think you slipped 

in a little more than the clarification. I am going to allow two more speakers and then we will put 

it to vote. Representative Benavente and then the Floor Leader.  

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: Representative Attao finished everything I wanted to say, 

but I will just say it this way. Mr. Speaker, I am in support of the resolution at the same token I 

am very cautious with the way we guard our Northern Marianas Descent property, but since 

everyone’s opinion has come up and about and more or less our opinion is kind of related. We do 

not want to make another black eye again with the Japan side. I think a lot of things have been 

said but the most careful thing that we should do is require DPL that any forthcoming terminating 

lease between DPL and any public land – hotel and any other type of business that are 

terminating should be subject not to just issue an RFP but initial process should take place an 

open for a negotiation to the existing lease holder of the property. In an event that the lease 

holder decided to refuse to pay the amount or a fair amount or refuse and just wanted to vacate 

the property then that should be subject to put it on the table on the market I mean. RFP request 

for proposal from other companies. I feel that the legislature should really be firm especially us 

here because like colleague Attao has mentioned we are going to see these guys so we have to 

mandate DPL that any lease renewal has to be offered first to the existing holder. After that RFP 

might go forward in case they refuse to vacate the premises. Thank you, Mr. Speaker and that is 

it I am supporting this resolution. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Benavente. Representative 

Vinson Sablan you have an amendment? Yes, the correspondence the packet please turn it in and 

we will have copies made for the members. For the last speaker recognize the Floor Leader. 
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Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Yes for the last speaker. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is of 

course mementos to everyone. We all know what is at stake here not only for Kan Pacific, but for 

those other leases that are upcoming we are setting precedence here. Before us today we have 

Kan Pacific they have submitted their proposal and they are ready. The proposal include millions 

of new fresh money into the Commonwealth. Not only the revenue generation, but also the local 

workforce that they hire and they will continue to hire. Mr. Speaker on that note alone, I ask 

everybody to support this resolution and on that if I am in order I would like to call for a roll call 

on this resolution.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Any objections to roll call? 

 

Several members voiced “no objection”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Are we ready for the vote? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please call the roll.  

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the adoption of House Resolution 19-26 with the 
following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita yes 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan yes 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 17 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With the vote of 17 “yes” and 0 

“no,” House Resolution 19-26 is hereby adopted. Thank you to those in the gallery. At this time, 

we still have a few more minutes to dispose of other legislation. Floor Leader, if there is no 

objections from the members we go back to item XII, Reports of Standing Committees. The 

Chair will turn it over to our Floor Leader.  
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Under item XII, we have Standing 

Committee Report 19-17, reporting on Senate Bill 19-3, SS1 entitled, “To provide for the 

selection of the Teacher Representative within the Public School System to serve as a nonvoting 

Teacher Representative in the CNMI State Board of Education pursuant to Article XV, section 

1(c), of the NMI Constitution; and for other purposes.” From your Committee on Health, 

Education and Welfare recommending that the House pass the bill in its current form. Mr. 

Speaker, I move for its adoption.  

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-17: Reporting on S. B. NO. 19-3, SS1, entitled: “To provide for the 
selection of the Teacher Representative within the Public School System to serve as a 
nonvoting Teacher Representative in the CNMI State Board of Education pursuant to 
Article XV, section 1(c), of the NMI Constitution; and for other purposes” Your 
Committee on Health, Education and Welfare recommends that the House pass the bill 
in its current form. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. The motion is for the adoption of 

Standing Committee Report 19-17 it has been seconded. Any discussion on the motion? 

Recognize Representative Ogumoro. 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Your Committee on Health, 

Education and Welfare had deliberated on the subject measure and would like to encourage 

everyone to support it. The section of our Constitution Article XV, Section 1 (c) provides that the 

selection process of a public school teacher representative shall be established by law and this is 

the bill that would provide for that if signed into law. So Mr. Speaker it is important to allow this 

to pass so we can have the selection of our teacher representative on the Board of Education in 

October. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Chair. Any discussions on the motion?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no further discussion and the motion to adopt Standing Committee Report 19-

17 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: The adoption of Standing Committee Report 19-17 will put 

Senate Bill 19-3, SS1 on the Bill Calendar. Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is Standing Committee Report 

19-18, Reporting on House Bill 19-29 entitled, “To improve the statutory language and increase 

the penalties for the operation of illegal taxis.” From your Committee on JGO recommending 

that the House pass the bill in the form of House Bill 19-29, HD1. Mr. Speaker, I move for its 

adoption.  
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S. C. R. NO. 19-18: Reporting on H. B. No. 19-29, entitled: “To improve the statutory 
language and increase the penalties for the operation of illegal taxis.” Your Committee on 
Judiciary and Governmental Operations recommends that the House pass the bill in the 

form of H. B. NO. 19-29, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. Any discussion on the motion? Recognize Representative Glenn Maratita. 

 

Representative Glenn L. Maratita: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have been saving my energy for 

this. Your Committee on JGO and members of this body – Public Law 7-33, which is the Taxi 

Cab Regulation Act provides for a safe and dependable form of transportation to our guest and 

residents alike and so with this the Committee on JGO finds also that often times uninsured and 

unlicensed operators pose safety risks to our guests and residents alike. So with that the 

committee anticipates that by increasing the penalties and fines associated with the operation of 

the illegal taxi should and may aide in deterring existing and potential offenders. The committee 

also recommends or agrees with the intent and purpose of House Bill 19-29 and recommends its 

passage in a House Draft 1. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you to the Chairman of JGO. Any further 

discussions? Recognize the Minority Leader. 

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Perhaps on the committee report Mr. Speaker. Perhaps it is a 

technical, the word seems to be binding either way. Page 3 of 5 in the (c) committee findings 

“your committee finds that Public Law 7-33 enacted the Taxi Regulation Act of the purpose of 

providing a safe and dependable form of transportation to the guest.” I guess that is where I am 

saying perhaps I am not sure if this was the intent of the committee “q” versus “g”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Typo. Any objection to that being corrected as a typo? 

Technical amendment? 

 

Several members voiced “no objection”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: With that Madame Clerk change the “q” to a “g”. Any 

further discussions on the committee report. Are we ready to vote? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no further discussion and the motion to adopt Standing Committee Report 19-

18 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: With its passage House Bill 19-29, HD1 now goes to the 

Bill Calendar. Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is Standing Committee Report 

19-20, reporting on Senate Bill 19-2, SD2 entitled, “To mandate the cooperation and 
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collaboration between the outgoing incumbent Mayor or designee and the Mayor-elect to assist in 

the transitioning of office; and for other purposes.” From your Committee on JGO 

recommending that the House pass the bill in the form of Senate Bill 19-2, SD2, HD1. So move.  

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-20: Reporting on S. B. No. 19-2, SD2, entitled: “To mandate the 
cooperation and collaboration between the outgoing incumbent Mayor or designee and 
the Mayor-elect to assist in the transitioning of office; and for other purposes.” Your 
Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations recommends that the House pass 

the bill in the form of S. B. NO. 19-2, SD2, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. Any discussion on the motion? Recognize the Chairman of JGO.  

 

Representative Glenn L. Maratita: Again, Mr. Speaker and members. Senate Bill 19-2, SD2 only 

seeks to add a new chapter to title 1, division 6 part 2 of the Commonwealth Code and that is the 

Mayoral Transition Act. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Chairman. Any further discussion? You still 

have the floor. 

 

Representative Glenn L. Maratita: I am sorry the committee recommends its passage in the form 

of Senate Bill 19-2, SD2, HD1. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you again, Chairman. Everybody clear? Any further 

discussions? Are we ready to vote? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no further discussion and the motion to adopt Standing Committee Report 19-

20 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is Standing Committee Report 

19-21, reporting on Senate Bill 19-9, SD1 entitled, “To amend 1 CMC §1107, restricting transfer 

of fixed assets and capital goods from legislative offices; and for other purposes.” From your 

Committee on JGO recommending the passage of the bill in its current form. So move, Mr. 

Speaker. 

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-21: Reporting on S. B. No. 19-9, SD1, entitled: “To amend 1 CMC 
§1107, restricting transfer of fixed assets and capital goods from legislative offices; and 
for other purposes.” Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations 
recommends that the House pass the bill in its current form. 

 

The motion was seconded. 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. The motion has been seconded 

this is for the adoption of Standing Committee Report 19-21. Any discussion on the motion? 

Recognize the Chairman of JGO.  

 

Representative Glenn L. Maratita: Mr. Speaker, thank you. I would like to offer a floor 

amendment. I do not know if I am in order with this. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: On the bill itself or on the committee report. 

 

Representative Glenn L. Maratita: On the bill. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: We will wait until we adopt the committee report and we do 

it on the Bill Calendar.  

 

Representative Glenn L. Maratita: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. Any further discussion on the committee report? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no discussion and the motion to adopt Standing Committee Report 19-21 was 

carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is Standing Committee Report 

19-22, this is reporting on Senate Bill 19-27 entitled, “To establish the crime of electronic 

impersonation; and for other purposes.” From your Committee on JGO recommending that the 

House pass the bill in its current form. Mr. Speaker, I move for its adoption. 

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-22: Reporting on S. B. No. 19-27, entitled: “To establish the crime of 
electronic impersonation; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Judiciary and 
Governmental Operations recommends that the House pass the bill in its current form. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. Any discussion at this time? Recognize the Minority Leader. 

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Along with this committee report 

and the previous committee reports we just passed or adopted – these bills were mostly from the 

Senate – committee report 20, 21, and 22. I do want to comment on the committee work and the 

committee members on coming up with a committee report because I do have some concerns 

within those three legislations themselves. However, author being from the Senate and not 

having a committee report from the senate also avail some of the consistent issues that I do have 

on specific legislation so I want to comment the committee report and I know that we still have 

one more from the Tourism and Commerce. Thank you. 



2nd Day, Sixth Special Session   House Legislative Journal – July 23, 2015 
 

-24- 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. Any further discussion on Standing Committee 

Report 19-22? Are we ready for the vote? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no further discussion and the motion to adopt Standing Committee Report 19-

22 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is Standing Committee Report 

19-23, reporting on House Bill 19-16 entitled, “To amend Public Law 18- 73 which created a 

new Department of Fire and Emergency Medical Services within the Executive Branch to 

remove certain arrest powers from the Department and modify provisions of the FLSA and civil 

service regulations.” From your Committee on JGO recommending that the House pass the bill in 

the form of House Bill 19-16, HD1. Mr. Speaker, I move for its adoption. 

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-23: Reporting on H. B. No. 19-16, entitled: “To amend Public Law 18- 
73 which created a new Department of Fire and Emergency Medical Services within the 
Executive Branch to remove certain arrest powers from the Department and modify 
provisions of the FLSA and civil service regulations.” Your Committee on Judiciary and 

Governmental Operations recommends that the House pass the bill in the form of H. B. 

NO. 19-16, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. Discussion on the motion? Recognize the Chairman of JGO. 

 

Representative Glenn L. Maratita: Again Mr. Speaker and members, this is in reference to Public 

Law 18-73 and t his is just to – it create some confusions and the House Draft 1 that has been 

prepared by the members is just to clarify those issues. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Chairman. Are there any further discussions on 

the motion? I believe the Chairman of JGO will also have an amendment when it gets to the Bill 

Calendar. Any further discussions?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no further discussion and the motion to adopt Standing Committee Report 19-

24 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is Standing Committee Report 

19-24, reporting on House Bill 19-40 entitled, “To repeal and re-enact 9 CMC Section 8210 (a) 

(1) and (2) entitled, “Penalties for Violations of 9 CMC §§8203 and 8204” and amend Section 
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2107 Registration: Expiration and Renewal; and for other purposes.” From your Committee on 

JGO recommending that the House pass the bill in the form of House Bill 19-40, HD1. Mr. 

Speaker, I move for its adoption.  

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-24: Reporting on H. B. No. 19-40, entitled: “To repeal and re-enact 9 
CMC Section 8210 (a) (1) and (2) entitled, “Penalties for Violations of 9 CMC §§8203 
and 8204” and amend Section 2107 Registration: Expiration and Renewal; and for other 
purposes.” Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations recommends 

that the House pass the bill in the form of H. B. NO. 19-40, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. The motion is for the adoption of 

Standing Committee Report 19-24 it has been seconded. Any discussion on the committee 

report? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no discussion and the motion to adopt Standing Committee Report 19-24 was 

carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is Standing Committee Report 

19-25, reporting on House Bill 19-47, HD1 entitled, “A Bill for an Act to amend Title 4, 

Division 5, Chapter 5, by amending Section 5553 and 5602 to deter the sale and/or resale of 

products purchased or obtained from the Army and Air Force Exchange Service (“AAFES”) and 

to authorize the Commonwealth Department of Commerce, Division of Alcohol Beverage and 

Tobacco Control, to enforce this Act; and for other purposes.” From your Committee on 

Commerce and Tourism recommending the passage of the bill in the form on House Bill 19-47, 

HD1. Mr. Speaker, I move for its adoption. 

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-25: Reporting on H. B. No. 19-47, HD1, entitled: “A Bill for an Act to 
amend Title 4, Division 5, Chapter 5, by amending Section 5553 and 5602 to deter the 
sale and/or resale of products purchased or obtained from the Army and Air Force 

Exchange Service (“AAFES”) and to authorize the Commonwealth Department of 
Commerce, Division of Alcohol Beverage and Tobacco Control, to enforce this Act; and 
for other purposes.” Your Committee on Commerce and Tourism recommends that the 

full membership of the House decide on H. B. NO. 19-47, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: It has been seconded. Thank you, Floor Leader. Under 

discussion recognize Representative BJ Attao. 

 

Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao: I think Floor you were just in a roll. I think it is the 

full membership of the House to decide. There is a recommendation of the committee. 
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Floor Leader George N. Camacho: I stand corrected.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Let us recognize the Chairman of the Committee on 

Commerce and Tourism. 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For clarification on this 

House Bill 19-47, HD1, Mr. Speaker the committee report was presented in the session on 

Tinian. The question that was placed was did we take the recommendation of the AG. Apparently 

we did take the recommendation of the AG, instead of making it a felony we lessen the fine and 

made it a misdemeanor. In essence of that we decided in the Committee as a Whole to place it 

and not make it a felony offence, but a misdemeanor offence.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Lee Pan. I guess the clarification 

here is that the – I do not know if this is mistaken, but it says that the “Committee on Commerce 

and Tourism recommends that the full membership of the House decide on House Bill 19-47, 

HD1” but since the committee had taken actions to amend House Bill 19-47 and report it out as 

HD1, I presume the committee is not just asking for the full membership to decide but it 

recommends its passage since it made some amendments. This is a technicality, but either way it 

will have to be the full body that will act on it and that is where we are at right now so we should 

be ready. Ready? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no further discussion and the motion to adopt Standing Committee Report 19-

25 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Just to clarify the Clerk said there is some legislative history 

here, but she would have to go back and get the history. It is in the committee report or it is in the 

report so it is in there. Thank you, Members. For the last committee report, Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last on our committee report is 

Standing Committee Report 19-26, reporting on Senate Bill 19-14 entitled, “A Bill for an Act to 

amend 9 CMC §8201 and 8205(c) as established by P.L. 11-55, uninsured and under insured 

motorist coverage; and for other purposes.” From your Committee on Commerce and Tourism 

recommending the House pass the bill in its current form. Mr. Speaker, I move for its adoption.  

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-26: Reporting on S. B. No. 19-14, entitled: “A Bill for an Act to amend 
9 CMC §8201 and 8205(c) as established by P.L. 11-55, uninsured and under insured 
motorist coverage; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Commerce and Tourism 
recommends the House pass the bill in its current form. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. A motion has been offered and 

seconded. Under discussion, I recognize the Chairman for Commerce and Tourism. 
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Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For clarification purposes 

of this bill, we had to invite the author of the bill to enlighten us with the intent of this Senate 

Bill 19-14. Apparently, the current structure of our insurance provider here, property damage is 

none inclusive into the coverage. The question was drawn that by including this would the 

premium go out. First thing in all probability it would go up, but you as the owner of the vehicle 

can decline to have the property damage included in this insured. The purpose is just to include 

this in Public Law 11-55 to protect the insured drivers and underinsured drivers in that principle. 

There are a lot of accidents out there that we have seen properties have been damaged and no 

compensation whatsoever. The CNMI government is one of those big loser without this new 

guardrail that we just recently place in Isa Drive as you stroll down there is a lot of guardrails that 

have been damaged. I do not know if the government is moving forward to collect from those 

drivers that really did the damages. We have seen a lot of these guardrails, the purpose of the 

guardrail is to protect the drivers from falling in their ravine but as you damage it and damage it, 

it remains unrepaired because the drivers are not insured. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you again for further clarification. This requires 

insurance providers to provide uninsured and underinsured policies. It does not mandate or 

drivers to purchase those coverage. Are we ready for the vote? Recognize the Minority Leader. 

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am glad the Chairman of the 

committee mentioned that again absent any committee report from the Senate side and the 

Chairman has mentioned that the author was also invited to convey message what this bill is all 

about. Perhaps that could be considered as part of the committee report as reflected this was done 

in February, this was introduced in February, March the Senate passed, April it was sent to the 

House. The Chairman did their work and their committee and recommend for passage in May. 

As we all know the Senate and perhaps even to the extent this House has had some ball game on 

– you know we need our bills to be passed in the House and so forth. I want to commend the 

Chairman and the members on coming up with a committee report absent the Senate Committee 

Reports. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. Just for the record the Northern Marianas 

Insurance Association has written to the Chairman and has endorsed this bill. Further discussion? 

Are we ready for the vote? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no further discussion and the motion to adopt Standing Committee Report 19-

26 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Before we go on to the Bill Calendar let us take a short 

recess. Short recess. 

 

The House recessed at 4:20 p.m. 

 

RECESS 

 

The House reconvened at 4:30 p.m. 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Coming back into session. We will go ahead and recess 

until tomorrow at 9:30 a.m. So we will take a recess and reconvene back here at 9:30 Friday 

tomorrow morning. Recess. 

 

There was no objection from the Floor, and the House stood recess at 5:00 p.m., and will 

reconvene on Friday, July 17, 2015, at 10:30 a.m.  

 

RECESS
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 The House of Representative of the Nineteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth 

Legislature reconvened its First Day, Sixth Special Session on Friday July 24, 2015, at 10:00 

a.m. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: We return back to our session. First of all I want to extend a 

warm hafa adai to our viewing public and I apologize because we said we were going to start at 

9:30, we are about thirty minutes late, but thank you for your patience. At this time, we left off on 

item XII, Reports of Standing Committee prior to the recess yesterday. We have disposed of all 

Standing Committee Reports and if there is no objection let us move on to item XVI, our Bill 

Calendar. Any objection? 

 

Several members voiced “no objection”. 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL AND CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 

None 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

BILL CALENDAR 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: At this time, the Chair will turn it over to our Floor Leader 

for the proper motion. Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Under the Bill Calendar, first on the 

bill is House Bill 19-44, HD1, “A Bill for an Act to require all scuba dive shop operators to 

impose a $1.00 surcharge per customer to purchase, install, operate, and maintain decompression 

chambers in the CNMI; and for other purposes.” From Standing Committee Report 19-14, Mr. 

Speaker I move for its passage.  

 
H. B. NO. 19-44, HD1 
A Bill for an Act to require all scuba dive shop operators to impose a $1.00 surcharge per 
customer to purchase, install, operate, and maintain decompression chambers in the 

CNMI; and for other purposes. See [S. C. R. NO. 19-14] 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. Under discussion recognize Representative Lee Pan Guerrero. 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. House Bill 19-44 was 

tabled because the reason that in the last session we wanted clarification in respect to the two 

company that is providing the refill capability. On our findings Mr. Speaker, there are few dive 

shops that provide the refill capability. Other dive shops that do not have the capability avail the 
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service of other dive shop with a minimal fee. For that purpose this bill was tabled for that 

clarification. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, I believe I was the one that raised that issue also 

and that the current bill as written did not conform to the intent of the committee, but as the 

Chairman of Commerce and Tourism explained. The current bill does conform to it now since 

most dive shops do have their own compressors. I have no concerns on the bill, any other further 

discussion on the bill? Recognize the Minority Leader. 

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Also with respect to the committee 

report and the supporting documents from the respective entities who have supported and oppose 

to the legislation not necessarily really hundred percent oppose, but submitting recommendation 

for the committee to consider on amendment and this amendment come from the different 

entities, assistant Attorney General and so forth – Secretary of Commerce. Perhaps even to the 

author or the committee that the HD1 now take those into account and further to that on special 

account on page 2, “where the Secretary of Finance shall establish special account and deposit 

with this account.” If anything will the author be amendable to even provide perhaps sets of a 

provision to allow for the promulgation of rules and regulations of this account so that we are 

specific with when to meet the intent of the bill, which is the hyperbaric chamber. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Minority Leader. That is a reasonable request. 

Can we ask the Legal Counsel with the help of ELMO, maybe under Section 2, subsection (b), 

the Secretary of Finance shall establish an account and further promulgate regulations to 

effectuate the intent of this act? Can we do that with using ELMO?  

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: We could but it may limit the Secretary of Finance’s authority to 

promulgate regulations in this area. Currently the Secretary of Finance has extremely broad 

authority to promulgate regulations for anything that comes within the jurisdiction of the 

Secretary of Finance so it is really not necessary to put another provision related to regulations.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Minority Leader. 

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: I will yield Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: As the Legal Counsel has clarified that even without 

specifying having the Secretary of Finance promulgating the regulations that is already 

authorized. She is given the authority to promulgate regulations on any matters affecting Finance. 

So she already has the authority, we do not need to give her that authority. Any further 

discussion, recognize Representative Benavente. 

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. There is a concern that I am just 

going to – it is nothing really big, but there is a concern I would like to ask the author is how do 

we direct the enforcement in collection of this funding through BGRT or through tax comparison 

in order for them to collect the fees with regards to – because if we are going to charge the refill 

of the tank then how are we going to go about the enforcement. Are we going to go through 
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BGRT or through tax comparison and then from there you assess the fees? That is basically what 

I am trying to say just for more clarification with regards to enforcement. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: You are talking about enforcement, right? Floor Leader, 

would you like to respond? 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I believe with the previous question 

with the Secretary of Finance having the authority to promulgate Rules and Regulations, I am 

certain that he or she will be able to effectuate the purpose of this bill including how to best 

approach on where to collect such fees on the issue. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: You still have the floor.  

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: Thank you again. If such bill would allow the Secretary of 

Finance to promulgate the regulation that is fine, but on the other hand maybe to be mindful just 

to have something in mind that maybe to also recommend for inclusions for penalties and other 

requirements if they do not pay their fines or their dues. So it is nothing big. Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Benavente. I think the issue is 

reasonable and that is the penalties for not remitting the fees. Mr. Cool, could Finance impose 

penalties absent specific language in the legislation? 

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: Under their general authority they have the authority both to impose 

civil penalties and criminal penalties for none payments. They are very extensive. So any funds 

that would be collected by Finance going into the treasury the enforcement authority of the 

Secretary of Finance would apply those funds. They can even clarify it by regulation if they want 

to set the specific – different penalties for the general families. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Cool. Any further discussions on the bill? 

Recognize the Minority Leader.  

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: I certainly understand the explanation from the Legal 

Counsel Mr. Speaker and I want to make sure the intent of the bill will work other than the 

purchase of I do not know are we looking at five, six – how many decompression chamber, what 

is the cost so that perhaps we want to submit a sunset clause somewhere, but then that could also 

be part and this is for the record, be part of the message sent for the promulgation of this rule. 

And like Representative Benavente’s point in the violation that again for the record so that we 

are clear of the intent of this bill through this House that our intent of what we want to 

accomplish because we are now imposing on our visitors especially the dive shops to affect 

health issue that is why I was really – something for the divers so at least with information that I 

am fairly aware with is that I have yet to see any incident on decompression utilization by divers 

in the Commonwealth and so this is outside that. So what do we intend to other than the purchase 

because it also has maintenance of this equipment and that is why I was asking that earlier so that 

we are clear specific and that if and when we need it that it works also for the divers as well as 

for the patients. That is only for information so that we are clear at least intent of this bill so that 

it works. And if it does not then at least we have stated our points and in hopes that there will be 
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some consideration with our points for the promulgation rules. The other one Mr. Speaker so that 

we are aligned with the recommendation from the committee on the title perhaps impose a dollar 

so that it is consistent with the amendment is submit five dollars. Thank you.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Legal Counsel and members can we treat that as a technical 

and have the Counsel correct the title so that it is consistent with the amendment from the 

committee. It is no longer a dollar it is five dollars. Any objection to treating that as a technical? 

 

Several members voiced “no objection”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Minority Leader for your points. This funding 

will not only accommodate the purchase, but also the operations the supplies, the maintenance 

and that is why it would continue to be collected so that our decompression chamber will be 

operational. Further for our own information just found that decompression chambers have 

another use aside from trying to help treat the bends. I understand it is used also for patients with 

diabetes with foot disease and things like that to help promote the flow of oxygen or something 

to those affected areas so it has a benefit also for our patients. Before going to vote, 

Representative Benavente. 

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: I just wanted to share with everyone that we have to really 

consider and look at the charges that we are trying to impose. As far as the dollar fee because 

right now Mr. Speaker there might be some hesitation with regards to the dive shop operators or 

those ones that are pumping the tanks – those ones that are providing the clear air for the scuba 

tanks and the companies are being charged with fifty dollars business license originally that is the 

initial charge. For a diving license they charge them I think another $375.00 it used to be $250.00 

and I think they upped it up to $375.00 so they are paying a pretty significant amount of money 

with regards to their license on top of that the $50.00 and then if we are going to do an 

imposition on this air with $5.00 is really killing the fees. It is just a word of caution on how we 

are going to go about this. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Benavente for the comments. I 

understand that most dive operators support this bill because even though they will be charging 

the customers – it will be passed on to the customers – but the benefit of the decompression 

chamber again is for the customers – for the divers – so in my discussion with various dive 

operators they are supporting it. Anything further? Ready for the vote? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of House Bill 19-44, HD1 on First and 
Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 15 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With 15 voting in the 

affirmative, House Bill 19-44, HD1 hereby passes the House. Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next on our Bill Calendar is Senate 

Bill 19-3, SS1, “To provide for the selection of the Teacher Representative within the Public 

School System to serve as a nonvoting Teacher Representative in the CNMI State Board of 

Education pursuant to Article XV, section 1(c), of the NMI Constitution; and for other 

purposes.” Mr. Speaker, I move for its passage. 

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-17: Reporting on S. B. NO. 19-3, SS1, entitled: “To provide for the 
selection of the Teacher Representative within the Public School System to serve as a 
nonvoting Teacher Representative in the CNMI State Board of Education pursuant to 
Article XV, section 1(c), of the NMI Constitution; and for other purposes” Your 
Committee on Health, Education and Welfare recommends that the House pass the bill 
in its current form. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. The motion is for the passage of 

Senate Bill 19-3, SS1 it has been seconded, any discussion on the motion? Recognize 

Representative Ogumoro. 

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As discussed yesterday to allow 

for us to have a teacher representative, a nonvoting member on the Board of Education, we have 

to pass this bill. The Constitution was amended in 2009 to require that the selection process for 

teacher representative to be on the Board of Education be as provided by law. So this is the 

legislation that if passed would do just that. I would like to ask everyone’s support for the 

passage of this bill Senate Bill 19-03, SS1. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Ogumoro. Are there any further 

discussions on the bill?  
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Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of Senate Bill 19-3, SS1 on First and 
Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 15 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With all 15 voting “yes,” Senate 

Bill 19-3, SS1 hereby passes the House. Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker. Next on Bill Calendar we 

have House Bill 19-29, HD1, “To improve the statutory language and increase the penalties for 

the operation of illegal taxis.” Mr. Speaker, I move for its passage.  

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-18: Reporting on H. B. No. 19-29, entitled: “To improve the statutory 
language and increase the penalties for the operation of illegal taxis.” Your Committee on 
Judiciary and Governmental Operations recommends that the House pass the bill in the 

form of H. B. NO. 19-29, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded for the passage of House Bill 19-29, HD1. Any discussion on the motion? I believe the 

Chairman of JGO when this bill was in the committee report did already take the time to kind of 

summarize the intent of the bill and what the committee had done. Recognize Representative 

Villagomez. 

 



2nd Day, Sixth Special Session   House Legislative Journal – July 24, 2015 
 

-35- 

Representative Edmund S. Villagomez: Thank you. Maybe to the author if they can explain – 

because I am reading the letter from the Department of Commerce and maybe i am confused, but 

are they in favor of this legislation? 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: The Secretary of Commerce echo the same 

sentiment and apparently the issue is and I brought this up to his attention that the letter is 

coming from the Director of the enforcement from the Taxi Cab Bureau and I was very alarmed 

that he was submitting a comment in respect to this bill itself when in actuality it should be 

coming from the Secretary. The Secretary was no aware of this I did discuss the intent of the bill 

and he was very supportive of the intent of the bill. He does not condone this practice to allow 

his directors to be submitting comments absence of his concurrence. So that is the purpose that I 

reached out to the Secretary to clarify whether the Director was given the privy to submit the 

comment absence of him entirely and I have provided him a copy of this letter and he read it and 

concurred that he support the intent of the bill; however the Director just misinterpret the bill 

entirely and I am sorry he has not provided us his own version of the comment, but the bill is 

clear. We need to stop this illegal taxi, it is abundance out there. The safety issue is at stake here, 

our people are patronizing this because it is cheap, but what happened with the safety net. Do we 

trust these illegal taxis? They are not paying their fees, which is their business license, the taxes 

and we continue to condone it. So we need to really put a stringent guideline you cannot, you 

have to be legit to be practicing this type of business here at the CNMI. I hope I explained the 

intent of this recommendation from the Director, but the Secretary had assured me that he read 

the bill and they support the bill entirely.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Please continue. 

 

Representative Edmund S. Villagomez: Thank you. To support the intent of any bill is easy, but 

based on maybe your conversation with the Secretary, can the division or the department carry 

out this law and where will their resources come from because it is bad enough that even with 

ABTC, I know they do some cross training, but the manpower is somewhat lacking.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Recognize Representative Guerrero. 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: According to the Secretary they do have 

enforcement and they are going to execute if the bill is passed. As explained to the Secretary, we 

need to have full control of this because they are mandated to regulate and issue license to these 

taxis. Absent of these resources where they allow this to continue out there in our street absence 

of a business license that is revenue that is not being generated. Allowing this illegal taxis to 

maintain their flow of business is not something that we are just going to continue allowing it. So 

the Secretary assured me that they will enforce, they do have the personnel. For as much as they 

want to increase the personnel in the budget request they did ask for additional personnel with 

taxi to enforce apparently with the limited funding they were not given the additional personnel, 

but they do have the personnel to enforce this.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Please. 

 

Representative Edmund S. Villagomez: Thank you. So basically the enforcement is going to go 

out and look for these illegal taxis and actually tag them or arrest them or how is this going to 



2nd Day, Sixth Special Session   House Legislative Journal – July 24, 2015 
 

-36- 

work? The last time, I remember meeting with the Department of Commerce during the budget 

and the Director of enforcement basically said, “We do not regulate illegal taxis because we do 

not know, but we do regulate the legal taxis that are registered that have the permits and all that 

stuff.” I know in the Directors letter he says he is going to seek the assistance of DPS on this but 

I guess my question is how are they going to carry this out because illegal taxis are very hard to 

track or to find. So that is my question.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: I think the bill does grant them the authority to establish 

rules and regulations to carry out the intent of this act and further to establish fines and penalties 

to enforce this article. And they did bring out in their letter, issue about their officers not having 

the authority to site or arrest perpetrators or even to confiscate or impound vehicles. I think that 

you, Chairman, you have a bill to grant them the enforcement – another bill a separate bill to give 

Commerce or ABTC the enforcement authority? Recognized.  

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: That is true Mr. Speaker it is for the ABTC, not 

entirely for the taxi cab bureau. My discussion with the Secretary they are going to look in how 

they can collaborate with DPS to do a sting operation that is the only way that you are going to 

catch this if you do a sting operation. They are going to avail the assistance of DPS to collaborate 

together and do this operation. Not as a onetime deal, but spread it out so these group of illegal 

taxi are not aware that this is happening now. The will do one sting today and then maybe the 

following week do another sting and that is how they are going to really enforce and crack this 

operation. They are aware of where they need – they have a certain location and one location that 

they identified is right there where the post office the area they seem to be centralized there 

because of that business establishment there – there is a small store and they are using as a front 

and they did a sting operation already – 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Chairman, I am sorry to interrupt, maybe those kind of 

details could be left unsaid. Let us just say they are going to do a sting operations. Let us not 

compromise the – 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Representative Edmund S. Villagomez: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just wanted to hear in terms of 

how they are going to collaborate and all those things. Thank you very much.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Members are there any other discussion on House Bill 19-

29, HD1?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, members. Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of House Bill 19-29, HD1 on First and 
Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
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Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 15 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With 15 members voting “yes,” 

House Bill 19-29, HD1 hereby passes the House. Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next on our calendar is Senate Bill 

19-2, SD2, HD1, entitled “To mandate the cooperation and collaboration between the outgoing 

incumbent Mayor or designee and the Mayor-elect to assist in the transitioning of office; and for 

other purposes.” Mr. Speaker, I move for its passage. 

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-20: Reporting on S. B. No. 19-2, SD2, entitled: “To mandate the 
cooperation and collaboration between the outgoing incumbent Mayor or designee and 
the Mayor-elect to assist in the transitioning of office; and for other purposes.” Your 
Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations recommends that the House pass 

the bill in the form of S. B. NO. 19-2, SD2, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded for the passage of Senate Bill 19-2, SD2, HD1. Any discussion on the motion? 

Anything from the Tinian Delegation? 

 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan: Mr. Speaker, I think this bill prompted from what happened in 

the First Senatorial District. I think also for Tinian we might have come up with this but not to 

the extent of what happened to Rota. So I do support this bill and I urge the members to support 

it that is about it Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you to the representative from Tinian. Really all this 

bill does is ensure that there is accountability and an orderly transition for incoming mayors. Any 

further discussion on the motion? Recognize the Minority Leader.  
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Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am looking at the – on page 2, line 

10 – previous to that and what was deleted and I guess it is unlike the Committee on Education in 

the Senate I cannot really pin my question because of the nature is that this is a Senate Bill and 

there is no committee report from the Senate unlike the Education Committee at the Senate on 

the first bill that we just passed relative to Standing Committee Report 19-30 on the teacher 

representative. I am trying to decipher my thought and the intent of line 10 where we deleted or 

add subsection 102 in line 3 we add subsection 101 and deleted then subsection 102, functions 

and duties. The office of mayor-elect shall – I am just saying these are the words that I do have or 

verbs I have questions with but absent the Senate Committee Report for that matter the author – 

this is a Senate Bill and also it incorporates the intent of line 10 of subsection 102 where we 

deleted the office of the mayor elect and access to information. I am alright with that it is just that 

as it goes further down to further cooperation the head of each department, office, gaming 

commission excluding the Commonwealth Lottery Commission or other entity of the office of 

the mayor shall upon request (a) to (d). So perhaps absent the author, I want more clarification on 

the intent of these subsections.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Anybody want to clarify? As you said Minority Leader, the 

author is not here and unfortunately our Chairman of our JGO Committee is not here as well. I 

think the title there “Office of the Mayor-Elect” was changed and basically to change those 

subsections to clarify, one the functions and duties, and two the access to information. It requires 

the cooperation of each resident department heads to provide and make available files, records 

and other information to the incoming mayor as well as an inventory of fixed assets and capital 

goods. I think to better understand the intent of this bill, we need to look back what happened in 

prior incidents and I think that is what prompted this. If it happens, it could theoretically happen 

with an incoming Governor and an outgoing Governor as well, but right now since it has not 

happened no bill has been introduced to require an incumbent Governor to provide this 

information that I know of it may have happened. As far as the intent of this piece of legislation I 

think it is about orderly transition it is about accountability. So several had their hand raise, but 

the Minority Leader still has the floor.  

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I could not agree more with your 

statement and so we are now providing legislation and the word is “shall” and I completely agree 

with basically what our committee has done just basically translates the intent of the bill which is 

to provide successful transition. I am under the impression then that there were some 

unsuccessful transition of but it is not provided in here. So absent that it means there has always 

been successful transition because it is not saying that there is an unsuccessful transition 

therefore, we are going to need this bill. So we are providing by law when we use “shall” and 

“mayor-elect” that is not yet been sworn in. That is what I was trying to get clarification on. 

Absent the author, committee report is clear at least to me that there is always successful, but it is 

not indicated in the committee report even absent committee report from the Senate counterpart. 

Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Recognize Representative Ogumoro.  

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think even if the Chairperson 

of the committee is not here, we do have members of the committee that could help us shed light 

on the discussions or the questions that have been raised by the Minority Leader. So maybe we 
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should hear comments from the members of the Committee on JGO and see what they had in 

mind when they deliberated and recommend that this bill be passed.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Ogumoro. I now recognize the 

Vice-Chairman of JGO Representative Taimanao.  

 

Representative Francis S. Taimanao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Basically the committee 

deliberated on the Senate Bill as received. As you may notice on the amended version of the bill 

it was a redundancy with respect to the office of the mayor-elect and based on the consultation 

with the counsels that due to the past occurrence of this transition it required that this bill be 

introduced and recommend for passage as what the Minority Leader stated earlier, I guess in 

prior years there is no occurrences of unsuccessful transition and I guess one has to test the 

system and given that basically this is the result of that unsuccessful transition. As you may also 

notice, everything with the office of the mayor-elect in block letter is stricken out and the 

committee felt that the mayor-elect should be in title to access various categories within the 

office. So that is the reason why most of those were stricken and just basically providing that 

access with respect to information and so forth. Also this bill is to eliminate the additional 

funding should you establish an office of the mayor-elect separate from. So this body basically 

worked within the current system or structure rather than having a totally different entity. I hope 

that is clear. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Recognize Representative Deleon Guerrero. 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have one issue here. The 

word “designee.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Can you clarify what page and what line. 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: If you look at the title, the underlined word 

“designee” so it is either the incumbent mayor, outgoing mayor or his or her designee. I am a 

little bit concerned about this word because this Act if it becomes law there are penalty 

provisions. So if something would have happened, who would bare the burden of paying the 

penalty? Is it the mayor or the designee? And the thing about this bill as well is we are allowing a 

designee of an outgoing mayor and then working in collaboration with the incoming mayor that 

is very kind of not congruent because an outgoing mayor designating someone to represent him 

and directly collaborating with an elected or incoming mayor and there is a penalty provision. So 

if a designee which is trebly just verbally appointed by the outgoing mayor, who would be 

responsible to pay for the penalties if something would happen and I believe that is how we came 

up with this bill because it happens and of course we want to prevent it from further happening in 

other Senatorial Districts. So I do have a little bit of concern about designating someone from an 

outgoing mayor to collaborate with the incoming mayor. So if that is the case, an incoming 

mayor, can he have his own designee as well? I do not know if I am an incoming mayor I will 

not. And that is just my view of this bill. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. To respond and I know the Vice-Chairman is 

raising his hand, but I believe if the mayor himself does not designate anyone, complies with this 

act it should not be a problem. If the mayor or whoever he designates, does not comply with this 
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act then there would be a problem. I do not believe designations are done verbally. The mayor 

can appoint a designee, but it would have to be an official designation and if that person that he 

designates complies it should not be a problem. If he does not then he would bare the penalties. 

Representative Guerrero, do you still want to continue? Just to further and with the bill alone is 

there any provision that could say the designee would be appointed in writing or verbally? Maybe 

there is something we may want to include in this bill if we are to –  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: I just feel that a verbal designation is not a designation. For 

it to be an official designation it has to be in writing. So there is nothing in here that says it has to 

be in writing, but you verbally designate someone I do not think that would hold. 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: I yield for now. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Representative BJ Attao. 

 

Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. When we deliberate over 

this legislation within the committee our Vice-Chair is absolutely right. A lot of the portion of it 

of the office of the mayor-elect was stricken out for the main purpose of the financial situation of 

the Commonwealth. If the committee did not strike out those specific portions on the legislation, 

we as a body would have to actually budget every single mayor for every senatorial district every 

four years in our budget process. So let us say a minimum of fifteen – twenty-five thousand 

dollars for that office. The concern that was brought up in the committee was that it might 

actually become more so an account to pay other stuff when there is really no issue in regards to 

passing the information to the incoming mayor. To assist with Representative Lorenzo Deleon 

Guerrero in regards to the designee just like members within this body when we send out a memo 

to the Speaker and to the House Clerk for official documents at points we designate certain 

individuals or other members to allow them to introduce legislations on our behalf. This is the 

exact same thing, without the official document the effectuation of the designee does not happen. 

Upon appointed designee by the outgoing mayor that individual takes on the responsibility of the 

mayor himself or herself. So all the documents has to be in written transition just to assist the 

incoming administration for the mayors of the senatorial districts. So I hope that helps out with 

the understanding of the designee to Representative Deleon Guerrero. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. Are there any further discussion? Recognize 

Representative Benavente.  

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am reading between the lines of 

this bill and I agree to a lot of the intent, but there is a more so – I am more in question of the 

way it was transferred from the Senate to the House and assigned to the committee. Mr. Cool, 

does the Senate have anything in their rules that they do not have to go through the process of 

committee report and committee recommendations before it transfers down to the House. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: I am not sure Mr. Cool can answer that because it would be 

embedded in their Senate rules and Mr. Cool is the House Legal Counsel, but speaking generally 

similar to the House our rules do provide for committee reports and if the bill comes into the Bill 

Calendar absent a committee report then a motion has to be effectuated to suspend that rule that 

requires a committee report. So if theirs is similar to ours that is probably how it would happen. 
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And secondly it may be in a committee and maybe if their rules are similar to ours they can 

withdraw bills from committees and so it would end up going to the Bill Calendar absent again a 

committee report. So I am just kind of saying this in general that if the rules are similar to ours 

there are ways in which a bill would pass the Senate absent a committee report. You still have the 

floor.  

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: I know Mr. Speaker, ignorance of the law is not excuse, 

but in any due process and the way I feel as far as clarity is concerned I am not going to question 

the rules because they make the rules. I have asked this question to Linda and she said also that 

the rules comes upon within themselves and thank you for that clarity Linda. Although I still feel 

that to be just introduced in the House to begin with when their form of introduction in the 

Senate is that once they prefile the bill it is automatically introduced so it does not even go to the 

committee it goes straight down to the committee here in the House. It seems like what it does to 

us is that it seems like we become the clearing House for the Senate and that is the only concern 

that I got Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. I totally understand your concern and likewise 

with them if our bills here pass without a committee report it goes to them and they still have the 

option of referring it to committee and letting their committee do the legwork, but I totally 

understand your concern. Recognize the Minority Leader. 

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Lastly, my statement is basically for 

records purpose and not on the intent, but I agree with the intent. So what we are trying to do is 

based on the title is to mandate cooperation because it seems like there needs to be cooperation at 

least in these proposal mayors. So my thinking is I am going to digest the Mayor of Saipan and 

the intent of this bill because the first part of Section 2, findings, the first sentence is that we 

recognize that we find that there is no provision in transition and then when I look at the line 17 

basically there is provision. Further to the findings on Section 2 that it also imposes penalty of 

this provision that actually exist contrary to line 4 where there is no provision or successful. I 

guess that would be the magic word, successful transition of mayoral. Within that context of the 

addition to the proposal is the in position of penalty of violations of these. So the penalty is on 

page 5, line 8, but if you look at page 5, line 3 that is probably the gist of the intent of the bill on 

fixed assets and capital goods of the office of the mayor when in real instance there is 

procurement and office supply office who must and should have that total responsibility. The 

reason why I say that is that because if you go back to the first page on line 10 then it is 

submitted as underlined and to review the inventory of fixed assets and capital goods. So it 

should be substantiated by the procurement office and that is their roll and that is their 

responsibility. What we are trying to impose here is that now in addition to that now we have a 

penalty that allows for that. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Minority Leader. Are there any further 

discussions on the bill?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 
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The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of Senate Bill 19-2, SD2, HD1 on 
First and Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 15 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madam Clerk. With the vote of 15 “yes,” Senate 

Bill 19-2, SD2, HD1 hereby passes the House. Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is Senate Bill 19-9, SD1, “To 

amend 1 CMC §1107, restricting transfer of fixed assets and capital goods from legislative 

offices; and for other purposes.” Mr. Speaker, I move for its passage.  

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-21: Reporting on S. B. No. 19-9, SD1, entitled: “To amend 1 CMC 
§1107, restricting transfer of fixed assets and capital goods from legislative offices; and 
for other purposes.” Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations 
recommends that the House pass the bill in its current form. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded for the passage of Senate Bill 19-9, SD1. Under discussion recognize Representative 

Taimanao. 

 

Representative Francis S. Taimanao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the Chairman is not 

here, I would like to introduce a floor amendment on this bill. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: I believe it is up on ELMO, so please go ahead and offer the 

floor amendment.  
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Representative Francis S. Taimanao: Given the question that was raised in previous discussion 

with respect to the word “predecessor”. I guess with respect to the First and Second Senatorial 

District that can be easily clarified or identified, but with respect to the third predecessor is very 

hard to identify given the number of elected representatives. So I move to delete on page 2, line 

12 to 23.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Go ahead and read the amendment. Page 12, lines 12 to 23 

is amended to read “b. All fixed assets and capital goods situated in any outgoing legislator’s 

office shall not be transferred out of the office.” That would be maintained and everything after 

that would be deleted and also request that letter (d) would be designated as letter (c). Thank you. 

So move.  

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Taimanao. Motion has been 

offered and seconded for the floor amendment. And the floor amendment as the good Chairman 

has stated as on page 2 of 3 starting on line 12 all the way down to line 23 and basically the 

reason that this amendment is being offered is that it refers to incoming – if an incoming 

legislator on line 15 is assigned an office different from his or her predecessors office that could 

work in the case of Rota and Tinian where there is only one representative and so the incoming 

representative would replace that one. On the Third Senatorial District where basically all the 

precincts have more than one representative it is impossible to determine who an incoming 

representative is replacing since there are at least two in precincts two and four and more than 

that in precincts one and three. If there are six members and two of them are outgoing so the new 

incoming members – we cannot tell who they are replacing. There is more than one member so 

there is no way to tell who the incoming legislator is going to be replacing because there is more 

than one that is why the remaining parts of this starting on line 12 cannot work for the Third 

Senatorial District so to effectuate the intent of this bill basically we are keeping the intent of it 

requiring all fixed assets and capital good situated in any outgoing legislators office to remain in 

that office that is all this bill does now with the amendment. So whoever is assigned to that office 

would have the fixed assets still there. Just to clarify. Any discussion on the motion this is the 

floor amendment. Recognize Representative Attao. 

 

Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao: Just a quick question Mr. Speaker. I understand that 

one to one issue, but let us say precinct one and three in itself there are six seats and there is only 

going to be six seats you cannot have six seats and then eight people win so it is still going to be 

six seats. So it is whether the outgoing member – it is kind of like I guess the previous legislation 

that we just passed that the outgoing member – unless we make an MOU between an incoming 

member and an outgoing member that is the only way it would work in the Third Senatorial 

District, but there is going to be six seats. Let us say that the case may be that the outgoing 

member from the First or Second Senatorial Districts are in one office and was designated 

another office when they are already going in for that specific office that their predecessor is 

vacating so they walk in, but yet they are designated a different office. Now what happens to the 

items from that office that they are being designated to? Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Basically, under the current bill with the amendment any 

outgoing member – all the fixed assets from any outgoing member would stay in that office. 
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Whoever comes in is – and the way this normally works is with our rules, normally it is the 

Speaker that assigns offices. So whoever is assigned to that office gets the fixed assets from that 

office. Representative Attao you still have the floor. 

 

Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Let us say I am vacating 

the office and I am from the First Senatorial District and the person that won the election is 

coming to this office that you as Speaker designated that individual to a different office, then 

what happens to those fixed assets that the argument is there going one to one. So you are just 

filling in a seat over there, but you are designated to this area. Then does these assets from this 

office go to that office or the other office transfer or do you go fit in to that other office now that 

you are not in the – that specific office is vacated by my predecessor or myself, I am actually – 

they are designated a different office and the existing office that I am going to be vacating is 

going to be open to any other member as designated by the Speaker. Right? 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Yes. This one kind of takes away this incoming legislator 

replacing that outgoing it takes away that. All it basically does now is say that fixed assets in any 

office stay in that office. Whoever is assigned to those offices have those fixed assets. I think 

what it does is it prevents the main gist of this bill prevents a practice of outgoing legislators 

willing their equipment to other members before they get out and so it keeps the assets in those 

offices. I need to recognize Representative Aldan who raised his hands first.  

 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think the bigger problem is the six 

members because if it is the First and Second Senatorial as far as for the House it is not a 

problem because it is only one to one, but when it comes to six how do you designate who 

replaces who and who makes the designation. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: You are right. With this amendment now it does not even 

have – let us say if you get out it does not even require that the incoming Tinian representative 

goes to your office. All it requires is that your assets stay in that office and whoever comes in has 

those assets. Your statement is the whole reason we had to delete the rest of the subsection is 

because in Precinct 1 where there are six even if all six members come out and new members 

come in how do we determine who replaces who? There is no way to determine that and that is 

why the rest of this subsection cannot be implemented, but if the intent is to ensure that assets do 

not leave and we did have seen this – I am supporting the intent of the bill because we have seen 

where even members, incumbents that do not get replaced but let us say in the next term they 

become members of the leadership, they were minority, they go to leadership or vice-versa and 

they decide to take their capital goods with them, this bill prevents that from happening. The 

assets stay, your assignment may change depending on who the leadership and who the speaker is 

but the assets stay in those offices so that new members coming in will not have an office where 

it is empty. Recognize the Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: I believe the word here is outgoing. If a member does not 

return to the next legislator that would make him or her an outgoing. So he or she would have to 

leave everything in that office, however for like a Senator who did not go to the election or a 

House member is returning. You are not an outgoing member, you may move office space, but 

technically you are not outgoing. I stand to be corrected by Legal Counsel, technically you can 
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take all your items with you including your laptop or stuff like that – you have come accustomed 

to.  

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: The way the first sentence of subsection (b) of line 11 it says “all fixed 

assets and capital goods situated in any outgoing legislators office shall not be transferred out of 

that office. Technically, every legislator that is re-elected is an outgoing legislator in an incoming 

legislature because the term has ended. And then the offices are reassigned. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Legal Counsel. You still want to continue Floor 

Leader? 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Then there lies the problem Mr. Cool because even as a 

returning member that would make me an outgoing of the 18
th

 incoming to the 19
th

 and I have 

stuff like government laptop and other items that I have to leave and move to the next door to a 

new computer that may not be to my liking or other items like that. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader for the clarification. Does anybody 

else have their hand raised? Recognize Representative Benavente.  

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: Basically Mr. Speaker, I think it is almost about the same 

concern. Like you do not exit from the same office and you get re-elected again. Let us say you 

were a minority this year and then you become a majority next year, you would just transfer 

yourself and your staff, but you will not have to transfer your equipments and whatnot and that is 

where the catch is. It kind of reflects some kind of an easiness with regards to like what the Floor 

Leader has mentioned. It is something to think about Mr. Speaker. Thank you.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Let me call for a short recess.  

 

The House recessed at 11:10 a.m. 

 

RECESS 

 

The House reconvened at 11:25 a.m. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Members. After the short recess we were under 

discussion of Representative Taimanao’s proposed floor amendment. Representative Taimanao 

you have the floor. 

 

Representative Francis S. Taimanao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to make a motion on 

this floor amendment and basically referring to letter (b) deleting the word “outgoing” and 

inserting the words “non-returning” as well as reinstate the letter (c) of the amendment and 

striking out the third sentence on roman numeral two, page two, line twenty-four (d) and 

designating it as (c).  

 

The motion was seconded. 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Everybody clear on the subsidiary? It has been seconded. Is 

that a subsidiary Mr. Cool or just a correction of the floor amendment? Since we have just one 

standing motion it would be the original floor amendment. Everybody clear on the corrections to 

the floor amendment?  

 

 There was no further discussion and the motion to adopt the floor amendment offered by 

Representative Francis S. Taimanao was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Now Senate Bill 19-9, SD1 becomes HD1. Any further 

discussions now on the main motion?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of Senate Bill 19-9, SD1, HD1 on 
First and Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez no 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, 14 members voted “yes” and 1 member voted “no”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With 14 voting “yes” and 1 

“no,” Senate Bill 19-9, SD1, HD1 hereby passes. Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next we have Senate Bill 19-27, 

“To establish the crime of electronic impersonation; and for other purposes.” Mr. Speaker, I 

move for its passage. 

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-22: Reporting on S. B. No. 19-27, entitled: “To establish the crime of 
electronic impersonation; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Judiciary and 
Governmental Operations recommends that the House pass the bill in its current form. 
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The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. This is the electronic impersonation bill, floor is open for discussion. I believe this bill 

was prompted by cyber-bullying and provides for penalties for violations. Any discussions? Are 

we ready for the vote?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of Senate Bill 19-27 on First and 
Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 15 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With all 15 voting affirmative, 

Senate Bill 19-27 hereby passes the House. Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next we have House Bill 19-16, 

HD1, “To amend Public Law 18- 73 which created a new Department of Fire and Emergency 

Medical Services within the Executive Branch to remove certain arrest powers from the 

Department and modify provisions of the FLSA and civil service regulations.” Mr. Speaker, I 

move for its passage.  

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-23: Reporting on H. B. No. 19-16, entitled: “To amend Public Law 18- 
73 which created a new Department of Fire and Emergency Medical Services within the 
Executive Branch to remove certain arrest powers from the Department and modify 
provisions of the FLSA and civil service regulations.” Your Committee on Judiciary and 
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Governmental Operations recommends that the House pass the bill in the form of H. B. 

NO. 19-16, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. Under discussion recognize Representative Taimanao.  

 

Representative Francis S. Taimanao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to introduce a floor 

amendment. Unfortunately, I do not have the amendment with me now.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Mr. Cool can you turn on ELMO. Go to page 2 of the bill. 

Mr. Cool can you brighten it up a little. Continue. 

 

Representative Francis S. Taimanao: Basically Mr. Speaker this amendment is to delete line 1 on 

page 2 the words “pertaining to such matter” for the reasons that it is irrelevant from the main 

section of the bill. So move. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. So Mr. Cool can you strike out “pertaining to 

such matter.” As the mover explained, those three or four words are relevant if on page one the 

last line “and make arrests” was not removed then it would be relevant because it flows and since 

they struck out “and make arrest” on page 1 the last sentence, you no longer need to have 

“pertaining to such matter.” Everybody clear on the amendment? Any discussion on the 

amendment?  

 

 There was no discussion and the motion to adopt the floor amendment offered by 

Representative Francis S. Taimanao was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: We go back to the main motion of House Bill 19-16, HD2. 

Any further discussion? Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of House Bill 19-16, HD2 on First and 
Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
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Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 15 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With 15 members voting “yes,” 

House Bill 19-16, HD2 hereby passes the House. Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next is House Bill 19-40, HD1, “To 

repeal and re-enact 9 CMC Section 8210 (a) (1) and (2) entitled, “Penalties for Violations of 9 

CMC §§8203 and 8204” and amend Section 2107 Registration: Expiration and Renewal; and for 

other purposes.” Mr. Speaker, I move for its passage.  

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-24: Reporting on H. B. No. 19-40, entitled: “To repeal and re-enact 9 
CMC Section 8210 (a) (1) and (2) entitled, “Penalties for Violations of 9 CMC §§8203 
and 8204” and amend Section 2107 Registration: Expiration and Renewal; and for other 
purposes.” Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations recommends 

that the House pass the bill in the form of H. B. NO. 19-40, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. Any discussion on the motion? Recognize the Minority Leader.  

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Perhaps again for records purposes 

to the author on the amendment registration, expiration and renewal on page 3, line 12 to line 18. 

Just so that we are all clear on the intent of line 12 to line 18. “The owner of the vehicle has ten 

business days, after the last day of the month designated by the bureau, to renew the vehicle 

registration otherwise a late fee of $30 dollars will be charged in addition to any fees designated 

by the Bureau of Motor Vehicle. All late fees collected under this section shall be deposited into 

the Department of Public Safety Special Account with the Commissioner of the Department of 

Public Safety as the expenditure authority.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: What clarification specifically do you want? 

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: The intent of the amendment as offered by the author. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Representative Deleon Guerrero. 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: I think currently it is 30 days after the expiration you 

are given 30 days. We want to make it partial a little bit and make it 10 days instead of 30. The 

$30 dollar fine is currently what is charged so that has not changed in terms of the dollar fee. 

Thank you. 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: So the intent of this amendment is basically to reduce it 

from 30 days to 10 days.  

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: That is correct Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. Minority Leader. 

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Perhaps even the last part of the fees will be deposited into 

the special account. What special account? 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Representative Deleon Guerrero. 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: For all fines or penalties collected it would be 

deposited into a special account designated by the Secretary of Finance and it is for the use of the 

Department of Public Safety for whatever expense operations that they may be required. So that 

is basically we are earmarking the collections that would go to the Department of Public Safety. 

Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Just to clarify, you stated all late fees and fines, I think this 

section is only earmarking the late fees, the $30 dollars into that account not the other penalties 

in different sections. 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: I believe that is correct Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: I think the Minority Leader is kind of wanting to ask 

perhaps that we prescribe what this special account would be used for and since there is absent 

any prescription on how these funds will be used it is basically the discretion of the 

Commissioner on how those funds would be expended.  

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: If there is anyone that wants to make any correction 

or amendment to this bill, I invite them. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. I have to go back to the Minority Leader who 

still has the floor.  

 

Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That is exactly my point in that the 

intent is to make sure that the compliance to the motor vehicle statute are followed and as such, I 

understand that the special account is not necessarily directly to the intent of the bill, but it is just 

a special account that perhaps they may use it for other than what this bill intends to – if that is 

the intent of the author then well just for the record. Yes.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. At this time, Representative Benavente.  

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: I am looking at it and I was wondering, I know it is a 

discretionary account exclusive to the expenditure authority of the DPS, but is this going to be 

reflective in their total package in the budget? It looks like a discretionary fund. I just wanted 

more clarification. Thank you. 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. If the question is will those funds be available 

for appropriation the answer is no. Recognize Representative Lee Pan Guerrero.  

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Relative to this Mr. 

Speaker to the author itself if we are saying the special account is given to the Department of 

Public Safety it is kind of big since it reflects that the bureau motor vehicle is the entity that does 

the registration, I think as a recommendation to the author, this money should go back to the 

bureau exclusively for the purpose of procuring license plates for that matter because we need to 

stop this temporary paper license plate. They seem to be running out license plate and maybe 

with this fund it would avail them to purchase this additional license plate. That is all Mr. 

Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you. I believe the author had already thrown out that 

if anybody wishes to further prescribe how those monies are to be used you are free to offer any 

amendment. So if anybody wants to effectuate that the Chair will entertain it. As you are 

contemplating that the Chair will open it up again for further discussion. Anybody else? If not, 

any amendments? Recognize Representative Lee Pan Guerrero. 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Mr. Speaker. With that in respect I move that we 

amend this and be more specific and create a special account for the purpose of the purchase of 

license plate under the care of the motor vehicle. As how the language should be done, I think 

Legal Counsel? 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Let us take a short recess.  

 

The House recessed at 11:40 a.m. 

 

RECESS 

 

The House reconvened at 11:46 a.m. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, members. We are back after our short recess 

leaving off on item XVI, of our Order of Business the Bill Calendar, a motion to approve House 

Bill 19-40, HD1. Now recognize Representative Lee Pan Guerrero for a floor amendment. 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On line 17, I would like to 

make an amendment after “Special Account” to include the language for “Bureau of Motor 

Vehicle supplies with the Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety as the expenditure 

authority.” I would like to make a motion to include this Mr. Speaker. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Representative Guerrero. A floor amendment 

has been offered on page 3, line 17 to insert after “Special Account” for Bureau of Motor Vehicle 

supplies has been seconded. Discussion on the motion?  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 
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 There was no discussion and the motion to adopt the floor amendment offered by 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: House Bill 19-40 becomes HD2. Any discussion now on the 

main motion as offered by the Floor Leader.  

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of House Bill 19-40, HD2 on First and 
Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 15 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With all 15 voting “yes,” House 

Bill 19-40, HD2 hereby passes the House. I believe we have two more. Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next on our Bill Calendar is Senate 

Bill 19-14, “A Bill for an Act to amend 9 CMC §8201 and 8205(c) as established by P.L. 11-55, 

uninsured and under insured motorist coverage; and for other purposes.” Mr. Speaker, I move for 

its passage. 

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-26: Reporting on S. B. No. 19-14, entitled: “A Bill for an Act to amend 
9 CMC §8201 and 8205(c) as established by P.L. 11-55, uninsured and under insured 
motorist coverage; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Commerce and Tourism 
recommends the House pass the bill in its current form. 

 

The motion was seconded. 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. Under discussion recognize the Chairman of Commerce and Tourism. 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Mr. Speaker, I think that we kind of overlapped and 

did not include this Standing Committee Report 19-25?  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: We are on Senate Bill 19-14 the last one.  

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: So we are going back? 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Do you still want to comment? This does come from your 

committee. 

 

Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, I highly recommend 

that the House pass this bill. The intent is merit and I think we have a lot of drivers out there 

unaccounted and there is a couple probably needed that a lot of the insured motorist would like to 

have this property damage included in their coverage. With that Mr. Speaker, I urge the House 

members to pass this in its entirety. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Chairman. I believe the Chairman did 

summarize the merit of this bill in the committee report, which basically requires insurance 

providers to provide uninsured motorist and underinsured motorist coverage to make it available, 

but gives the option to drivers or operators to avail of that coverage, not requiring operators to 

purchase it. It only requires the providers to provide it. Any discussion on the motion? Madame 

Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of Senate Bill 19-14 on First and 
Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 15 members present voted “yes.” 
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Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With all 15 voting “yes,” Senate 

Bill 19-14 hereby passes the House. Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We do have one bill left on calendar 

it is House Bill 19-47, HD1, entitled, “A Bill for an Act to amend Title 4, Division 5, Chapter 5, 

by amending Section 5553 and 5602 to deter the sale and/or resale of products purchased or 

obtained from the Army and Air Force Exchange Service (“AAFES”) and to authorize the 

Commonwealth Department of Commerce, Division of Alcohol Beverage and Tobacco Control, 

to enforce this Act; and for other purposes.” Mr. Speaker, I move for its passage. 

 
S. C. R. NO. 19-25: Reporting on H. B. No. 19-47, HD1, entitled: “A Bill for an Act to 
amend Title 4, Division 5, Chapter 5, by amending Section 5553 and 5602 to deter the 
sale and/or resale of products purchased or obtained from the Army and Air Force 

Exchange Service (“AAFES”) and to authorize the Commonwealth Department of 
Commerce, Division of Alcohol Beverage and Tobacco Control, to enforce this Act; and 
for other purposes.” Your Committee on Commerce and Tourism recommends that the 

full membership of the House decide on H. B. NO. 19-47, HD1. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Floor Leader. Motion has been offered and 

seconded. Any discussion on the motion? Are we ready for the vote? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Madame Clerk, please call the roll. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of House Bill 19-47, HD1 on First and 
Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan absent (excused) 
Representative Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero yes 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita absent (during voting) 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst absent (excused) 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan absent (during voting) 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul absent (excused) 
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House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 15 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Madame Clerk. With all 15 members voting 

“yes,” House Bill 19-47, HD1 hereby passes the House. And that takes care of the Bill Calendar. 

If there is no objection let us move to Miscellaneous Business item XVII.  

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Under Miscellaneous Business any comments? Discussion? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Let us move then to item XVIII under Announcements any 

discussion? Recognize Representative Aldan. Just a guess, for those fishermen here, tomorrow 

starts the Saipan Fishing Derby. Today is the registration starting at about 4 p.m. You want to go 

out and welcome our local fishermen as well as fishermen from the neighboring islands you 

could go down to the marina and I believe there will be a small barbeque over there at about 4 

o’clock. You are all welcome to come and barbeque. Any further announcements?  

ADJOURNMENT 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Floor Leader, for the motion to adjourn. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to make a motion that 

we adjourn subject to your call.  

 

 The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote. 

 

 The House adjourned at 11:59 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Venetia A. Sanchez 

House Journal Clerk 

 

 

  
APPEARANCE OF LOCAL BILLS 

 

FIRST LEGISLATIVE DAY: 1
st 

Legislative appearance of a local bill is on the day it is introduced. 
 

SECOND LEGISLATIVE DAY: 
 
H. L. B. NO. 19-30: To appropriate the sum of One Million Dollars from the Exclusive Gaming Annual License 
Fees, pursuant to Section 7, Section 107 (c)(2) of Public Law No. 18-43, for Land Compensation, Village and 
Agriculture Homestead for the island of Pagan, Indigenous Affairs Office, Carolinian Affairs Office, Northern 
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Marianas Cultural Center, and the Northern Marianas Descent Corporation. Introduced by REP. FELICIDAD T. 
OGUMORO of Saipan, Precinct 3 (for herself, Representatives George N. Camacho, Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero, 
Angel A. Demapan, Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero, John Paul P. Sablan, and Ramon A. Tebuteb) on July 16, 2015. 
H. L. B. NO. 19-31: To appropriate the associated interest collected for the Third Senatorial District of One Hundred 
Seventy-Six Thousand Five Hundred and Seventeen Dollars ($176,517.00 USD) in bond funds for road paving 
projects in Kagman III, Phase I; and to earmark the associated interest in bond funds for the Third Senatorial District 
for the years 2015 through 2020 for road paving and drainage systems in Kannat Tabla and Kagman III, Phase II, III, 
and IV. Introduced by REP. FRANCIS S. TAIMANAO of Saipan, Precinct 5 (for himself) on July 16, 2015. 

 

THIRD LEGISLATIVE DAY:  
 
H. L. B. NO. 19-28: To establish the unarmed combat sport and to establish the athletic commission act; and for 
other purposes. Introduced by REP. RAMON A. TEBUTEB of Saipan, Precinct 3 (for himself) on June 17, 2015. 
 

------------------------------------------------- 

 

Appearance of Measures introduced on the House Floor during the House Session 7/16-17/15: 

 
H. B. NO. 19-83: To vest the Department of Finance specifically the Division of Customs with all the fines collected at the ports 
of entry of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands; and for other purposes. Introduced by REP. JOHN PAUL P. 
SABLAN of Saipan, Precinct 2 (for himself, Representatives Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, Anthony T. Benavente, Roman C. 
Benavente, George N. Camacho, Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero, Angel A. Demapan, Glenn L. Maratita, Edwin K. Propst, Vinson 
F. Sablan, Francis S. Taimanao, Ramon A. Tebuteb, Edmund S. Villagomez, and Ralph N. Yumul) on July 16, 2015, referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 
 
H. B. NO. 19-84: To amend 1 CMC §8551 (b) and (c) to increase the accepted nonmonetary value for offering, receiving, and 
soliciting gifts or favors; and for other purposes. Introduced by REP. JOSEPH LEE PAN T. GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for 
himself) on July 16, 2015, referred to the Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations. 
 
H. B. NO. 19-85: To amend Title 6, Division 3, Chapter 1, Article 4 of the Commonwealth Code to establish a regulation to 
prohibit smoking in vehicles when in the presence of minors; and for other purposes. Introduced by REP. JOSEPH LEE PAN T. 
GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself) on July 16, 2015, referred to the Committee on Judiciary and Governmental 
Operations. 
 
H. B. NO. 19-86: To make appropriations for the operations and activities of the Government of the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, its agencies, instrumentalities, and independent programs, and to provide budget authority for 
government corporations for Fiscal Year 2016. Introduced by REP. ANTONIO P. SABLAN of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself, 
Representatives Edwin P. Aldan, George N. Camacho, Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero, Angel A. Demapan, Glenn L. Maratita, 
Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero, Felicidad T. Ogumoro, and Ramon A. Tebuteb) on July 16, 2015, placed on the Bill Calendar. 
 
H. B. NO. 19-87: To amend Title 4 CMC § 5526 to add a new Section 8 Special Casino Liquor License, and to amend, repeal 
and re-enact certain sections of Title 4, Division 5, Chapter 5 of the Commonwealth Code; and for other purposes. Introduced by 
REP. JOSEPH LEE PAN T. GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself) on July 16, 2015, referred to the Committee on Commerce 
and Tourism. 
 
H. B. NO. 19-88: To amend 6 CMC § 2208 to include that the law enforcement officers of Department of Commerce, 
AlcoholicBeverage and Tobacco Control Division in the exception to the Weapons Control Act. Introduced by REP. JOSEPH LEE 

PAN T. GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself) on July 16, 2015, referred to the Committee on Judiciary and Governmental 
Operations. 

 
H. B. NO. 19-89: To ban the importation of used tires; and for other purposes. Introduced by REP. VINSON F. SABLAN of Saipan, 
Precinct 4, (for himself) on July 16, 2015, referred to the Committee on Commerce and Tourism. 
 
H. L. B. NO. 19-30: To appropriate the sum of One Million Dollars from the Exclusive Gaming Annual License Fees, pursuant to 
Section 7, Section 107 (c)(2) of Public Law No. 18-43, for Land Compensation, Village and Agriculture Homestead for the 
island of Pagan, Indigenous Affairs Office, Carolinian Affairs Office, Northern Marianas Cultural Center, and the Northern 
Marianas Descent Corporation. Introduced by REP. FELICIDAD T. OGUMORO of Saipan, Precinct 3 (for herself, Representatives 
George N. Camacho, Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero, Angel A. Demapan, Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero, John Paul P. Sablan, and 
Ramon A. Tebuteb) on July 16, 2015. 
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H. L. B. NO. 19-31: To appropriate the associated interest collected for the Third Senatorial District of One Hundred Seventy-Six 
Thousand Five Hundred and Seventeen Dollars ($176,517.00 USD) in bond funds for road paving projects in Kagman III, Phase 
I; and to earmark the associated interest in bond funds for the Third Senatorial District for the years 2015 through 2020 for road 
paving and drainage systems in Kannat Tabla and Kagman III, Phase II, III, and IV. Introduced by REP. FRANCIS S. TAIMANAO of 
Saipan, Precinct 5 (for himself) on July 16, 2015. 
 
H. RES. NO. 19-24: To honor and express our wholehearted gratitude to the Late Mrs. Doris Ann Templeton Thompson for her 
countless years of dedicated and excellent service to the students, faculty, and staff of the CNMI Public School System most 
especially Marianas High School and the former San Antonio Elementary School. Introduced by REP. LORENZO I. DELEON 
GUERRERO of Saipan, Precinct 5 (for himself, Representatives Edwin P. Aldan, Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, Anthony T. 
Benavente, Roman C. Benavente, George N. Camacho, Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero, Angel A. Demapan, Rafael S. Demapan, 
Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero, Glenn L. Maratita, Felicidad T. Ogumoro, Edwin K. Propst, Antonio P. Sablan, John Paul P. 
Sablan, Vinson F. Sablan, Francis S. Taimanao, Ramon A. Tebuteb, Edmund S. Villagomez, Ralph N. Yumul) on July 16, 2015, 
placed on the Resolution Calendar. 
 
H. RES. NO. 19-25: To recognize and congratulate the organizers of the Governor’s Tournament of Champions Golf Tournament, 
which has enabled the success of many destination enhancement projects and which is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. 
Introduced by REP. RALPH N. YUMUL of Saipan, Precinct 3 (for himself, Representatives Edwin P. Aldan, Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. 

Attao, Anthony T. Benavente, Roman C. Benavente, George N. Camacho, Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero, Lorenzo I. Deleon 
Guerrero, Angel A. Demapan, Rafael S. Demapan, Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero, Glenn L. Maratita, Felicidad T. Ogumoro, 
Antonio P. Sablan, John Paul P. Sablan, Vinson F. Sablan, Francis S. Taimanao, Ramon A. Tebuteb, and Edmund S. 
Villagomez) on July 16, 2015, placed on the Resolution Calendar. 
 
H. J. R. NO. 19-7: Respectfully requesting the Honorable Eloy S. Inos, Governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, and Mr. James A. Ada, Secretary of the Department of Public Works to earmark at least Two Million Eight-Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($2,800,000.00) from the Federal Highway Funds in Fiscal Year 2017 for the design and pavement of the 
Kannat Tabla road to include lateral roads and the construction of drainage system; and for other purposes. Introduced by REP. 
FRANCIS S. TAIMANAO of Saipan, Precinct 5 (for himself, Representatives Edwin P. Aldan, Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, Anthony 
T. Benavente, Roman C. Benavente, George N. Camacho, Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero, Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero, Angel A. 
Demapan, Rafael S. Demapan, Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero, Glenn L. Maratita, Felicidad T. Ogumoro, Edwin K. Propst, Antonio 
P. Sablan, John Paul P. Sablan, Vinson F. Sablan, Ramon A. Tebuteb, Edmund S. Villagomez, and Ralph N. Yumul) on July 16,  
2015, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
 
C. RES. NO. 19-3: To congratulate the CNMI Senior League All Stars for their victorious efforts in the 2015 Asia-Pacific Little 
League Regional Tournament and earning the privilege to participate in the 2015 Senior League World Series in Bangor, Maine. 
Introduced by REP. ANGEL A. DEMAPAN of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself, Representatives Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, Anthony 
T. Benavente, George N. Camacho, Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero, Rafael S. Demapan, Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero, Glenn L. 
Maratita, Felicidad T. Ogumoro, Antonio P. Sablan, John Paul P. Sablan, Vinson F. Sablan, and Francis S. Taimanao) on July 
16, 2015, placed on the Resolution Calendar. 
 

------------------------------------------------- 

 

House information on deadlines for override: 


