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2
nd

 Emergency, 3
rd

 Regular Session Thursday, February 18, 2016 

 

The House of Representatives of the Nineteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth 

Legislature convened its 2
nd

 Emergency, Third Regular Session on Thursday, February 18, 2016, 

at 9:59 a.m., in the House Chamber on Capitol Hill, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern 

Mariana Islands. 

 

The Honorable Rafael S. Demapan, Speaker of the House, presided. 

  

 A moment of silence was observed. 

ROLL CALL 

The Clerk called the roll and nineteen members were present; Representative Joseph Lee 

Pan T. Guerrero was absent and excused. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: We are going to begin our emergency session. Again the 

justification for today’s emergency session is to address the twenty-five pension payment for all 

retirees. So with that I now recognize the Floor Leader. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and good morning members. A 

couple of motions before we continue today, the first is pursuant to the OGA and the Official 

Rules of the House of Representatives, I would like to offer a motion that the House 

acknowledges that an emergency exists and the reason for the emergency is depressing an urgent 

need to address the twenty-five percent pension payment for the CNMI Retirees. Mr. Speaker, so 

move.  

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Floor Leader. The motion was seconded, discussion on 

the motion? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion to proceed without the 72 hours notice to the public 
due to an emergency session with the following results: 

Adopted August 11, 2016 
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Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Representative Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan yes 
Speaker Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero absent (excused) 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita yes 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst yes 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan yes 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul yes 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, 19 members voted “yes” and 1 member is absent. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Clerk. Again, with a vote of 19 “yes” and 1 excused we 

do have a quorum to establish the emergency session. So moving along we will go ahead and go 

down to item II, which is the Public Comment. Anyone wishes to comment or say and hopefully 

relevance to the items in the agenda. The podium is right up front, you may do so. I ask the 

speaker to please identify yourself before you speak.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 The following individuals made comments: 

 

  The Honorable Victor Hocog, Lieutenant Governor 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: We will go ahead and proceed to item VII, Senate Communications. 

Recognize the Floor Leader for the acceptance.  

ADOPTION OF JOURNALS  

None 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  

House Bills: None 

 

House Local Bills: None 

 

House Legislative Initiatives: None 
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INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS  

House Resolutions: None 

 

House Joint Resolutions: None 

 

House Commemorative Resolutions: None 

 

House Concurrent Resolutions: None 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

None 

SENATE COMMUNICATIONS 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Before we do that so that we are in 

order. I understand this is an emergency, but we do have to keep orders according to the rules and 

on that note I do have a motion to offer before we continue which is the suspension of our dress 

code. Mr. Speaker, I move that we suspend rules relative to the dress code so that we may 

continue on today’s session. So move.  

 
RULE V. DECORUM AND DEBATE. 
Section 8. Dress Code.  
All members and officers appearing on the Floor of the House shall be suitably attired. 
Members shall wear business shirt and tie, and on Fridays may wear formal island wear.  
[Note: Rule V, Section 8, amended by H. RES. 19-19, HS1] 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you. The motion was seconded, discussion on the motion. 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no discussion and the motion to suspend Rule V, Section 8 was carried by 

voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: So with that thank you, Floor Leader. I now recognize the Floor 

Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We do have two communications 

ready these are Senate Communication 19-132 and Senate Communication 19-133. Mr. Speaker, 

I move that we accept Senate Communications 19-132 and 19-133 so that they become property 

of the House. So move.  

 
SEN. COMM. 19-132: (2/17/16) Returning H. B. 19-136, (To amend Public Law No. 19-
08 to specifically authorize the Governor to reprogram Executive Branch Appropriations 
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to pay for the 25% pension payments.), which was passed by the Senate with 

amendments in the form of H. B. 19-136, SD1. [For action on Senate amendments] 
 
SEN. COMM. 19-133: (2/17/16) Returning H. B. 19-137, HD1, (To amend 4 CMC § 
1803, Distribution of Revenues Marianas Visitor Authority and the Retirement Fund and 
to repeal 1 CMC § 8365, Tax Revenue; and to make the Act apply retroactively.), which 

was passed by the Senate with amendments in the form of H. B. 19-137, HD1, SD1. [For 
action on Senate amendments] 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Floor Leader. The motion was seconded, discussion on 

the motion by the Floor Leader? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no discussion and the motion to accept Senate Communications 19-132 and 

19-133 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Recognize the Floor Leader again. 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I hope with no objection, I would 

like to go ahead and offer that both House Bill 19-136, SD1 and House Bill 19-137, HD1, SD1 

be placed on today’s calendar for action. So move.  

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Again, the motion by the Floor Leader to place Senate 

Communication 19-132 and Senate Communication 19-133 on today’s Bill Calendar was 

seconded, discussion on that motion? 

 

Several members voiced “ready”. 

 

 There was no discussion and the motion to placed Senate Communications 19-132 and 

19-133 on the Bill Calendar was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Both Senate Communication 19-132 and 19-133 is placed on 

today’s Bill Calendar for action. So with that we are going to move on to item XVI, Bill Calendar 

and recognize the Floor Leader.  

HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS 

None 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JUDICIAL BRANCH 

None 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES 

None 

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS 

None 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

None 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL AND CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 

None 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

RESOLUTION CALENDAR 

None 

BILL CALENDAR 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. In this period of keeping order 

before we move on our calendar, I would like to offer another suspension motion, which is the 

requirement for committee reports in all legislations. So the motion is to suspend rules pertaining 

to the requirement for committee reports on all legislations. So move, Mr. Speaker.  

 
RULE VII. COMMITTEES GENERALLY 
 

Section 9. Committee Reports; Other documents  
 

(a) Standing or Special Committees shall submit a written report to the 
Speaker within 60 days from the date the matter was referred to the committee, 
unless a shorter or longer time is ordered by the Speaker pursuant to a decision by the 

House Leadership. Subcommittees shall submit reports on matters referred to them as 
prescribed by the Standing Committee Chair. Standing, special and conference 
committees shall submit their reports in writing and provide an electronic copy to the 
Clerk who shall number the reports consecutively in the order received, cause such 
reports to be reviewed for legal sufficiency, reproduced, and furnished each member 
of the House at least twenty-four hours prior to the session at which it is to be 
considered. A committee report shall state findings of facts and conclusions based 
thereon together with a specific recommendation as to the manner in which the bill, 
resolution, or other matter referred to the committee should be disposed of by the 
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House. A report recommending a bill or resolution for passage shall clearly state the 

purpose of the bill. A report on a bill or resolution shall show clearly any proposed 
amendments and the Clerk shall place such a bill or resolution on the appropriate 
calendar.  

 
(b) A report shall be considered adopted by a committee when the 

Chairperson and a majority of the members of the committee have signed the report 
concurring therein. A member or members not concurring in the report of the 
majority may so indicate by submitting a minority report which shall be attached to 
the committee report or by signing with "I do not concur".  

 
(c) When a committee recommends that a bill or resolution be formally filed 

(indefinitely postponed), the recommendation is reported to the House floor as a 
committee report to be confirmed by majority vote. Adoption of the committee report 

by the members has the effect of officially filing the bill.  
 
(d) When, by majority vote, the House adopts a committee report 

recommending favorable action on a bill or resolution, the bill or resolution as 
reported by the committee shall be placed on the appropriate calendar for House floor 
action.  

 
(e) All documents, testimonies, or other evidence submitted to any standing 

or special committee or subcommittee in connection with any matter referred to the 
committee or subcommittee shall be the property of the House. The Chair of any 
committee or subcommittee shall deliver all such documents, testimonies, or other 
evidence to the House Clerk upon expiration of the term of the House. Such 
documents, testimonies or other evidence may be attached to committee reports as 

supporting documents.  
[Note: Rule VII, Section 9 (e), amended by H. RES. 19-19, HS1] 

 

RULE IX. BILLS, RESOLUTIONS AND AMENDMENTS 
 

Section 8. Referral of Bills and Resolutions  
 
(a) Bills and resolutions shall be read by title upon introduction and (except as 

provided in subsection (b), the Speaker shall refer such measures to an appropriate 
committee or to more than one committee, jointly or sequentially. The Clerk shall 
endorse such reference on the measure before duplication and shall enter such reference 
upon the Journal. In the case of error of reference, correction may be made by the House, 
with debate, immediately after the reading and approval of the Journal, by unanimous 
consent, or upon motion of either committee claiming jurisdiction or the committee to 
which the measure has been erroneously referred.  
 

(b) The Speaker may place a resolution directly on the Resolution Calendar, 
rather than refer it to a committee, subject to appeal to the House.  
 

Section 9. First Reading of Bills and Resolutions  
 

(a) When a bill or resolution is read in the House the first time, the Clerk shall 
report the bill by title, unless a majority orders it read in full, or by such subdivisions as 
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the motion to read may indicate. The House shall then proceed to debate the measure, 
and no other amendment shall be in order until all committee amendments shown in the 
Committee Report are disposed of, except that such committee amendments shall 
themselves be subject to amendment. At the conclusion of debate the House shall vote on 
passing the measure on First Reading after affording an opportunity for one motion to 
recommit with or without instructions. If the Measure passes with amendments, the Clerk 
shall engross such amendments and cause the measure, or any page thereof, to be 
reprinted as provided in Sections 4 and 6 of this Rule. 
 

(b) If a bill passes First Reading, the Clerk shall place it on the Bill Calendar for 
Second Reading the next legislative day.  
 

(c) First Reading of a resolution shall be the only and final reading, and upon its 
passage, the Clerk shall dispose of it pursuant to Section 14 of this Rule.  
 

Section 10. Second Reading of Bills  
 

(a) When a bill is read in the House a second time, it shall be considered in the 
same manner as for First Reading, except that further amendments shall be in order 
without regard to whether or not they are proposed by the committee reporting the bill. 
 

(b) Second Reading of a bill shall be the final reading, and upon its passage, 
which shall be by Call of the Roll, the Clerk shall dispose of it pursuant to Section 14 of 
this Rule. 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you again, Floor Leader. Again the motion was seconded, 

discussion on that motion for that suspension? 

 

 There were no discussion and the motion to suspend Rule VII, Section 9 and Rule IX, 

Sections 8, 9, and 10 was carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Recognize the Vice Speaker.  

 

Vice Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Before the Floor Leader 

offers the motion for the two bills for passage, can you please enlighten the members. We had 

passed three bills yesterday and sent it to the Senate and only two bills came back. Can you 

maybe enlighten the members what happened? 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Vice Speaker. Just for the information of the members. 

Yesterday we did pass three bills, those two bills were the ones that was offered introduced 

yesterday and we both passed it. The other one was a committee product and that was House Bill 

19-52 that bill was also transmitted to the Senate, however the Senate did not act on it yesterday 

because it was not part of the emergency agenda yesterday. So that bill is still with the Senate. So 

I just thought I would clarify that. So with that is there any concerns? Are we clarified on that? I 

now recognize the Floor Leader for the motion.  
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Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On our Bill Calendar is House Bill 

19-136, SD1, “To amend Public Law No. 19-08 to specifically authorize the Governor to 

reprogram Executive Branch Appropriations to pay for the 25% pension payments.” Mr. Speaker, 

I move for its passage. 

 
SEN. COMM. 19-132: (2/17/16) Returning H. B. 19-136, (To amend Public Law No. 19-
08 to specifically authorize the Governor to reprogram Executive Branch Appropriations 
to pay for the 25% pension payments.), which was passed by the Senate with 

amendments in the form of H. B. 19-136, SD1. [For action on Senate amendments] 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Floor Leader. The motion by the Floor Leader was 

seconded, discussion on that motion on House Bill 19-136, SD1. Recognize Chairman Sablan.  

 

Representative Antonio P. Sablan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To explain the Senate amendments 

contained in House Bill 19-136, SD1, I would like to request Legal Counsel to put up on the 

screen 1 CMC 7402 (a), which is the amendment inserted before that section and subsection (b). 

Secondly, after we disposed of that amendment or deliberate on that amendment also on Section 

201 Roman numeral 2, subsection 6 and 7 of Public Law 19-8, the budget act which states as 

amended by deleting the phrase, “per court order.” Legal Counsel.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Recognize Legal Counsel.  

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: We are preparing the projector to put it up, but it is not ready yet. 

Basically, 7402 (a) is added the original bill only refer to Section 7402 (b) is the Governor’s 

reprogramming authority, which is the 25%. 7402 (a) contains three sections, one of them is that 

reprogramming shall not be made for any purpose other than a public purpose. The second part is 

that no funds may be reprogrammed to an account which has a zero funded by the Legislature. So 

those provisions would be suspended in respect to giving the Governor the 100% reprogramming 

authority. The third one does not apply that is no Covenant funds. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Counsel.  

 

Representative Antonio P. Sablan: Thank you, Counsel and Mr. Speaker. Basically in discussion 

yesterday with the Deputy Attorney General and Assistant Attorney General along with the 

Secretary of Finance it was felt in the Administration discussion with the settlement fund 

yesterday that these additional amendment is needed to help provide additional clarification in 

regards of the concerns trustee ad litem and in regards to the Governor’s reprogramming 

authority and that is providing sighting additional reprogramming authority. In addition to adding 

the 25% restoration as one of those horses that the reprogramming funding can be made available 

for. The other one is I believe and the I think Legal Counsel can bring this up for the members. 

This is section 201 Roman numeral 2, 6, and 7 of Public Law 19-08 basically this is the outside 

source part of the budget act which identifies revenue and the recommendation is to remove the 

term following per court order. I think that term “per court order” is a source of misinterpretation 

misunderstanding of what exactly that “per court order” referencing. This is basically referencing 

the amount of taxes collected from the hotel occupancy as well as the container tax, the 



2nd Emergency, Third Regular Session   House Legislative Journal – February 18, 2016 
 

-9- 

percentage that goes through the retirement fund. It is upon the recommendation of the AG 

Office that this particular amendment be inserted to again provide further clarification pursuant 

to yesterday afternoon discussion with the Administration and the settlement fund and I ask the 

members to support. It basically adds additional clarity to the original intent of House Bill 19-

136, House Draft 1. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Chairman Sablan. Any other member wishes to 

comment. Recognize Representative Yumul. 

 

Representative Ralph N. Yumul: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Just a question on the title, there is a 

section or line that they added “and for other purposes.” Maybe just for clarity, maybe one of the 

Legal Counsels can answer this. Is “and for other purposes” can the funds be used for any other 

purpose than the 25%?  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Recognize the Counsel. 

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: Yes, the Governor’s reprogramming authority, the 100% 

reprogramming authority extends to all line items in the budget for the Executive Branch 

department. So you added in addition to that the funding of the 25% pension payments.  

 

Representative Ralph N. Yumul: So it can be used for any other thing the 25% is that correct? 

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: That is correct. And the adding of the words “and for other purposes” 

in the title add nothing to the bill because we are restricted to the Constitution to limit bills to a 

single subject or single purpose and we can only have one purpose to the bill. 

 

Representative Ralph N. Yumul: So that means? 

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: Nothing.  

 

Representative Ralph N. Yumul: Nothing? So why was it added then.  

 

Legal Counsel John Cool: The Senate likes it.  

 

Representative Ralph N. Yumul: I guess that answers my question. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Counsel. Any other member wishes to comment? 

Appears to be none. So Clerk for the roll call. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of House Bill 19-136, SD1 on First 
Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Representative Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
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Representative Angel A. Demapan yes 
Speaker Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero absent (excused) 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita yes 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst yes 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan yes 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul yes 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 19 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Clerk. With the vote of 19 “yes,” House Bill 19-136, 

SD1 is hereby approved. Again, I would like to recognize the Floor Leader.  

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Next on calendar is House Bill 19-

37, HD1, SD1, “To amend 4 CMC § 1803, Distribution of Revenues Marianas Visitor Authority 

and the Retirement Fund and to repeal 1 CMC § 8365, Tax Revenue; and to make the Act apply 

retroactively.” Mr. Speaker, I move for its passage.  

 
SEN. COMM. 19-133: (2/17/16) Returning H. B. 19-137, HD1, (To amend 4 CMC § 
1803, Distribution of Revenues Marianas Visitor Authority and the Retirement Fund and 
to repeal 1 CMC § 8365, Tax Revenue; and to make the Act apply retroactively.), which 

was passed by the Senate with amendments in the form of H. B. 19-137, HD1, SD1. [For 
action on Senate amendments] 

 

The motion was seconded. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Floor Leader. The motion was seconded. Discussion on 

the motion by the Floor Leader. Recognize Chairman Sablan.  

 

Representative Antonio P. Sablan: Thank you again, Mr. Speaker and members. House Bill 19-

137, HD1, SD1 includes the following amendments on the title again adding “and for other 

purposes.” The substantive amendments are on page 2, line 12 deleting including the word 

“including” after the word “fund” and inserting “and/or” and after the words “payments to 

retirees” inserted the following language “without regards to whether or not they are members of 

the settlement fund.” Again, pursuant to discussion with the Administration and the settlement 

fund late yesterday afternoon this is to address the concerns or comments of the trustee ad litem 

which basically is in the following context that number one the cost of the settlement agreement 

the retirees became members of the settlement fund except those that opted out of the settlement 

agreement remained members of the retirement fund. The following language of this particular 

section of the statute reads that the revenue generated collected under the hotel occupancy and 

the container tax, the 20% of the taxes and the 30% of the taxes on their respective sections are 

allotted and paid to the Northern Mariana Islands retirement fund it further states and this is the 

revenues allotted and paid to the Northern Marianas Islands Retirement fund is to fund the 

operations and obligations of the fund. It is the trustee ad litem position because the retirees that 
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did not opt out of the settlement agreement became members of the settlement fund that they are 

not the obligation of the NMI Retirement fund and therefore the money and revenue collected 

and allotted to the NMI Retirement fund should not be used to pay the obligations of the 25% 

pensions to the retirees. Again, the additional amendment to 1 CMC 7401 with the following 

language or the amendment that was adopted by the Senate basically provides the following 

language without regards to whether or not they are members of settlement fund is to address that 

particular concern of the trustee ad litem. So basically it is the position as of yesterday of the 

settlement fund that money that is made available under these two sections should not be used to 

pay for the 25% as the members are not members of the retirement fund and again this is coming 

straight from the Administration discussion with the trustee ad litem and we sincerely hope that 

the additional language would help provide clarity enough for the settlement fund and the 

Administration to move forward with this issue on the 25% pension. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Chairman Sablan. Any member wishes to comment? 

Recognize Representative Propst. 

 

Representative Edwin K. Propst: Mr. Speaker, thank you for calling this session. I know it is of 

utmost importance and finally settle this and get it moving so our retirees will be taken care of. 

With that said, I do want to thank the Senate for taking the time to make contact and speak with 

trustee ad litem Joyce Tang. As I mentioned yesterday this is not a lecture or anything it is just 

again to appeal to my colleagues that in all future dealings that we do recognize her importance 

in her roll and that we do call upon her so that we have the correct language. I know that we 

assume the bill would pass as is and we expected that but they did find some problem with the 

language and sometimes one word – something as simple as one word can be problematic as we 

have found out. This is more than one word of course. So again this is not anything bad this is 

just to appeal to my dear colleagues that in the future we do contact her, speak with her and get 

her input so that we ensure that we are not risking any future court orders or any problems with 

the district court or with the trustee ad litem. We certainly know that we risk default and that is 

$759,000,000.00. We are dealing with a huge amount that will devastate and destroy the 

Commonwealth. So we must tread lightly and tread cautiously. I think everyone here – my dear 

colleagues – that we did come together and solve this. Thank you very much. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Representative Propst. I hear you this is why during 

yesterday’s discussion you did also mention that and after that session yesterday we also had a 

Representative from this body to sit with the Senate that whatever action done by the Senate, the 

House will be informed so that we can act on the legislation expeditiously. Any other member 

that wishes to comment? Recognize Representative Angel Demapan. 

 

Representative Angel A. Demapan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I just wanted to add that House Bill 

19-136 and 19-137 pertain to the 25% portion of the pension of retirees. Because of this issue it 

is a little bit baffling that we had to convene emergency sessions both in the House and the 

Senate in order to act on these measures that pertain to a portion of pensions that do not fall 

within the scope of the settlement agreement entered into by the government. Be that as it may, 

we all share the same goal to pass these measures for the sake of our retirees, regardless of the 

disagreements between Administration, the Legislature and the settlement trustee ad litem. This 

sheds light on an issue that I think this body should seriously look into and that is the legal roll 

and standing of the Northern Mariana Islands Retirement Fund who are the rightful agency 
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charged of the disbursement of the 25% portion of pensions because it is not part of the 

settlement fund agreement or the settlement agreement that was approved by the district court. So 

that is something I would like to request the body that we take a look at because this 25% issue 

should not be comingled with the issue of the settlement agreement. They should be kept 

separate and apart, but we must proceed with today’s proceedings because this would pave the 

way for retirees to receive the 25% of their pension that were hostage questionably. Be that as it 

may, we are taking action for the sake of our retirees and I think that for the sake of the future, 

disbursement of 25% of pensions that we also must look at clarifying the standing of the 

Northern Mariana Island Retirement Fund as it is separate from the settlement fund. Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Chairman Demapan. So noted. Now recognize the Vice 

Speaker.  

 

Vice Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I want to register my 

disappointment, not with anyone here, not even with the Senate. I want to register my 

disappointment with the trustee ad litem. We are jumping through hoops here, bending over 

backwards, holding not just back to back sessions, but back to back to back sessions to clarify if 

anything just to clarify what I feel is maybe her misunderstanding of our laws. I am not objecting 

to any of the amendments that the Senate made to include “and/or” versus including like potato – 

potato. The language that says payment to the retirees did not rule out whether they opt in or opt 

out or what it is to retirees it does not discriminate. To clarify, to remove that clause about “per 

court order” in that statute or in the budget where it refers to “court order” it is just merely 

referring to the source of authority that the fund came from. We are dotting our I’s and crossing 

our T’s to make sure that there is no more ambiguity so that she fully understands and we will do 

that, but we are doing it Mr. Speaker and members because our pensioners were hostage. I would 

like to recommend and encourage Ms. Tang that if she feels that there is any ambiguity or is not 

clear about our laws to please check with our authorities to find out before she hostages our 

retirees pensions. I do not know if I am the only feeling this but I also want to encourage her next 

time she finds something to please – I heard that it was like an hour or a matter of hours that were 

informed that the checks would not be released and almost no advance notice to the pensioners 

themselves that is not acceptable, they do not deserve that. So yes Mr. Speaker, we will jump 

through hoops and bend over backwards, I also ask her to please also communicate with our 

government before taking such drastic actions. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Vice Speaker. Any other member? It appears none, 

Clerk for the roll call. 

 
The Clerk called the roll on the motion for the passage of House Bill 19-137, HD1, SD1 on 
First and Final Reading with the following results: 
 

Representative Edwin P. Aldan yes 
Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao yes 
Representative Anthony T. Benavente yes 
Representative Roman C. Benavente yes 
Representative George N. Camacho yes 
Representative Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Angel A. Demapan yes 
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Speaker Rafael S. Demapan yes 
Representative Joseph Lee Pan T. Guerrero absent (excused) 
Representative Glenn L. Maratita yes 
Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro yes 
Representative Edwin K. Propst yes 
Representative Antonio P. Sablan yes 
Representative John Paul P. Sablan yes 
Representative Vinson F. Sablan yes 
Representative Francis S. Taimanao yes 
Representative Ramon A. Tebuteb yes 
Representative Edmund Joseph S. Villagomez yes 
Representative Ralph N. Yumul yes 

 

House Clerk Linda B. Muña: Mr. Speaker, all 19 members present voted “yes.” 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Clerk. With the affirmative of 19 voting “yes,” House 

Bill 19-137, HD1, SD1 is hereby approved. Again, I hope with these two bills being passed by 

this body, hopefully that will cure any ambiguity on the part of Ms. Tang so that our retirees can 

begin to see some light on their benefits as soon as possible. So with that we will go ahead and 

move down to item XVII, Miscellaneous Business. Recognize Representative Yumul. 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Representative Ralph N. Yumul: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Under miscellaneous, although I voted 

“yes” on 136 today, I just feel that the sentence that was added “and for other purposes” this body 

must – especially to our Chair of Ways and Means – to actually be more – I guess this body 

would have to do its part now and actually be accountable, make sure everything is accounted for 

because this word is – I am sure an attorney will find a loophole and say it can be used for other 

purposes other than the 25%. I voted “yes” today because I did not want to drag this into the mud 

again and prolong and to release the 25% to our retirees. So this body now has to really look at 

Finance. I know we have been getting the reports way too late and normally after year that is 

when we find out what we did or what we spent on. So just for everyone to start looking and 

making sure that these things – the intentions of 136 and 137 is really for the retirees and not to 

use it as a blank check to make sure that other things are paid for before the retirees. So I just 

wanted to register that under miscellaneous. Thank you.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Representative Yumul. Recognize Representative 

Benavente.  

 

Representative Roman C. Benavente: Si Yu’us ma’ase Mr. Speaker. Si Yu’us ma’ase ni pot i 

opottunidát ni un na’i hami para-ta diskuti ya magof yo’ lokkue na ma hungok ni retiree na esta 

ta cho’gue i checho-ta hafa taimanu ni para ta satba i problema ta ayuda siha. Lao este na akto 

ni ta pasa pa’go lokkue guaha siha punto ya palabra ni ta alok siña ma na sietbe para ma usa i 

manera na guaha siha na punto ni eyi ti man direcho kabales. Sa i palabra ma tuge gi fino 

English ya i lingguahi ni lingguahi-ta taotao-ta ta sasangan. Lao sininbatgo mo’na i akto ta 

cho’gue ya ta pasa ya hu na ma komprende na i siento pot siento na aotoridát na ma na braseha 

guatu gi gobietno yan i sekretarian Finance ni para po laknos este na salape. Magof yo’ lokkue 

na bai tungo sa hu hungok na para po guaha ma na guaha eyi espesiåt na account ni po ma 

po’lo este na salape halom. Para ma sahnge este na salape kabales. Pues yanggen ma cho’gue 

ni taiguenao na manera magof yo’ sa i salape siempre todu man hanao guatu gi retiree lao 
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taimanu eyi ha sangan lokkue si Representative Yumul debi di ta atan kabales ya guahu malago 

yo bai sangan sa ti ha sangan si Vice Speaker gi fino Chamorro lao bai sangan este, debi lokkue 

hita yan i atministrasión yan i Senate komu hafa na problema yan i trustee ad litem debi di ta 

guaha komunikasion sa unu kurumedio siña-ha satba este siha i problema i komunikasion ha ya 

guini gi man ma’pos esta an ti lachi yo’ i sigún infotmasión ni hu chule ya ma na’i yo’ kana 

guaha un añu na tiempo guaha komunikasion guatu gi atministrasión pot este na problema. Lao 

ti ma oppe tatte i trustee ad litem si Joyce Tang ya eyi gue mu guaha yi este na problema. Pa’go 

ni ta fana’ kada barada taimanu ha sangan i Vice Speaker kada barada man emergency session  

hit. Lao gef na piniti sa guahu yan hagu yan hamyo yan i atministrasión yan si Tang ti hita ni 

man made’desi. Eyi losprohimo siha ni man gaige gi sanhiyong ni man na’nangga i salape niha. 

Pues maolek na ta cho’gue este na akto lao lokkue ya hu na este na kuetpo kongresu yan i 

atministrasión hu guaha ina komprende yan komunikasion yanggen sa kasu na i kantidá ni 

humuyong na salape gi as i trustee ad litem an kinse miyón ta na’na’i guatu debi ta husga i 

trustee ad litem ya hu na guaha-yi infotmasión kabales kuanto ta na’na’i yan kuanto ha ga’gasta 

kosa ki ta tungo sa mayoria gi taotao-ta esta man’amko na retiree ya man ha’hanao man 

ma’matai pues kumekilek-hu ti siña na para po sigi ha po kahulo i númiru ni i salape ta na’na’i 

debi di hu tunok. Pues enao ha Mr. Speaker ya hu na bai na klaru este. Ta fan na respeta gi hafa 

na disisión ta cho’cho’gue siha lao maila ya munga ta fan maleffa lai. Man hongge yo’ guini gi i 

komunikasion hu kinimprende yan komunikasion gi entre maseha manu na lugát. Pues enao ha – 

hu tungo ha na un sangani yo’ nigap gi duranten miscellaneous na para bai cut lao este i 

opottunidát-hu Mr. Speaker pa’go eyi ni hu na’nangga pues respetu ha yo gi enao na punto. Ya 

hu bai sangani hamyo na maila ya ta fan ayuda. Ya ta ayuda siha eyi ni man masa’sapet. Si 

Yu’us ma’ase. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero: Si Yu’us ma’ase, colleague Benavente. Now recognize 

Representative Lorenzo Deleon Guerrero. 

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and member. I will be very 

brief. Just two days ago Tuesday, we held a Saipan and Northern Islands Legislative Delegation 

emergency session and on that day we confirmed House Local Bill 19-3, Substitute 1 and that is 

appropriating $1.8 Million Dollars for retirees pension and the remaining $200,000.00 is 

appropriated to the Saipan Mayor’s Office and to the Department of Public Works. I just wanted 

to know if that particular bill has been transmitted to the next level and that is for the Governor’s 

signature. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Representative Deleon Guerrero. For your information 

esta enao ma transmit guatu gi Governor’s office.  

 

Representative Lorenzo I. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Recognize Representative Villagomez. 

 

Representative Edmund S. Villagomez: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and member. Just like the Vice 

Speaker who shared his disappointment earlier, I want to share my disappointment too and it 

does not have to do with the trustee ad litem, but my disappointment in not including or even to 

reconsider 19-21 in today’s emergency session. This has not been – you know I have not been 

sleeping too well because this has been on my mind. I look back at everything and the main sales 
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pitch of the casino law was to help all the retirees. I did not support the casino for – I have my 

own reasons, but in any case, one of the main reasons based on yesterdays discussion on House 

Bill 19-21 being voted down was from what I was listening to yesterday was because of an 

agreement between a couple of politicians and I thought the CNMI retirees came first. I did not 

vote for the casino so I am not reneging on anything. Representative Aldan yesterday said that the 

Third Senatorial District in regards to the situation is the problem. Let us not forget where the 

revenue is coming from. Tinian and Rota whenever there is a difficult situation and we want to 

come together and help each other they like to use the phrase “one commonwealth” while we are 

in a situation like that but it just seems based on their statement yesterday like it is not the case 

on the situation. Talking with some of my colleagues and the other 19-21 will help all retirees on 

all islands, Saipan, Tinian, Rota, Mañagaha. The words I keep hearing yesterday were hope and 

anticipation, last I checked those words are not dollar figures. Fifteen Million Dollars is a dollar 

figure and that is the minimum figure it can go up depending on how the industry performs. It 

just blows my mind how fast most of us here are quick to amend laws to help the casino, but not 

act in the same behavior when it comes to helping the people the industry is suppose to take care 

of. In the words of one member of our community in one of our sessions during public 

comments, “no fa’baba, no fa’ga’ga”. Thank you, I just want to register that.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, colleague. I am going to go ahead and allow Chairman 

Sablan to respond and then I will say a few words. Recognized.  

 

Representative Antonio P. Sablan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. Our action yesterday 

on House Bill 19-21 is an action of this body and in the end majority of this body disagreed with 

the passage that is the fact. Let me correct or clarify a statement that the casino law is an 

agreement between a couple or a few politicians. I think that statement has to be clarified to the 

people of Tinian and Rota and the representatives that they elected to represent their interests. I 

hope that members of this body when they make a decision in this whole that they are not 

speaking for themselves as politicians, but rather as representatives of the people that elected 

them and that the decision that they make is based on the best interest of the people that they 

represent. So let us try to be careful with our terms or how we clarify of certain actions of 

members of this legislature, both the House and the Senate. I do not know that particular 

members of the First and Second Senatorial District as well as the members of the Third 

Senatorial District, both for the House and the Senate agreed upon themselves and only for 

themselves in their own self interest. I believe that the decisions made and votes has reflected on 

the casino legislation is a result of what is best for our people that we represent. So let us not use 

the word “agreement between politicians” because we are not here for ourselves, we are here for 

the people that we represent. Secondly, let us not say or question how fast or how eager we are to 

help the casino industry, but we are not eager to help the people that we represent. We have been 

here since yesterday because of our earnest feeling to try to help the people that we represent, our 

retirees. That is why we have back to back to back because of our commitment to our people that 

we represent. So let us not question our commitment. I was in this building all afternoon up to 

pass six o’clock yesterday because of our commitment and I am saying our commitment because 

I represent members of this leadership, no one invited me, I made myself available. So let us stop 

questioning each other’s commitment. If you want to make a statement, do it by your actions and 

I ask members to go beyond the semantics and if you feel like you need to do something, get off 

your butt and do it. We have to go beyond again the semantics. Let us not start questioning each 

other’s commitment to our responsibility to the people that we represent. Again, I resent the 
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statement and with all due respect to our colleagues, I think we have to be careful, we have 

privilege in this whole when we make statement, but we have to be selective and we have to be 

careful on what we say for I do not question anyone’s commitment and I do not think we should 

or be in here to do that. We should be in here to try find ways to help alleviate the sufferings or 

help find ways to develop and improve our economy and let us go with that. We came in here 

and we are in here because of the people that elected us in here. I think we are all committed. I do 

not question anyone’s commitment and I hope that we stop that and if there is any way we started 

this legislature with a squirt of cooperation but it deteriorated because we see. Cooperation is a 

two-way street. You look at the legislation that come out of Ways and Means, the first ones that 

came out are bills that came out that were introduced by members of the minority and it became 

Public Laws and that is how we started this 19
th

 Legislature. I hope that somehow we will build 

that self respect and cooperation and we end the 19
th

 on that spirit of cooperation that is all I ask. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Thank you, Chairman Sablan. It appears to be none so we will go 

ahead and move down to item XVIII, Announcement.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: I now recognize the Floor Leader for the adjournment. Just for the 

benefit, session is still ongoing for tomorrow in Tinian. Recognize the Floor Leader.  

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Mr. Speaker.  

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Recognize Madame Chair.  

 

Representative Felicidad T. Ogumoro: Just for everybody’s information the Public Hearing that 

was scheduled for nine o’clock this morning that had to be postponed or hold off because of this 

emergency session. We have asked those that came with their written testimony to return tonight 

at about that six o’clock to present that testimony on that public hearing on the education bill 

having to do with the expenditure authority for our school principals. Thank you. 

 

Speaker Rafael S. Demapan: Recognize the Floor Leader.  

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Floor Leader George N. Camacho: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to go ahead and offer a 

motion that we adjourn subject to your call. 

 

 The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. There was no nay vote. 

 

 The House adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Venetia A. Sanchez 

House Journal Clerk 

 

 

  
APPEARANCE OF LOCAL BILLS 

 

FIRST LEGISLATIVE DAY: 1
st 

Legislative appearance of a local bill is on the day it is introduced. 
 

SECOND LEGISLATIVE DAY: NONE 

 

THIRD LEGISLATIVE DAY: NONE 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 

Appearance of Measures introduced on the House Floor during the House Session 
2/16/16: 

 
H. B. NO. 19-136: To amend Public Law No. 19-08 to specifically authorize the Governor to reprogram Executive 
Branch appropriations to pay for the 25% pension payments. Introduced by REP. ANTONIO P. SABLAN of Saipan, 
Precinct 1 (for himself, Representatives George N. Camacho, Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero, Angel A. Demapan, 
Felicidad T. Ogumoro, and John Paul P. Sablan) on February 17, 2016. 
 
H. B. NO. 19-137: To amend 4 CMC §1803, Distribution of revenues Marianas Visitor Authority and the Retirement 
Fund and to repeal 1 CMC §8365, Tax Revenue; and to make the Act apply retroactively. Introduced by REP. 
ANTONIO P. SABLAN of Saipan, Precinct 1 (for himself, Representatives George N. Camacho, Joseph P. Deleon 
Guerrero, Angel A. Demapan, Felicidad T. Ogumoro, John Paul P. Sablan, and Francis S. Taimanao) on February 
17, 2016. 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 

House information on deadlines for override: 
 

GOV. COMM. 19-104: (1/6/16) Informing the House that he signed into law and line item vetoed in parts, H. L. B. 
19- 37, D7 (To appropriate $4,272,000.00 from revenues to be collected pursuant to Saipan Local Law 11-2 as 

amended anticipated being collected for fiscal year 2016; and for other purposes.). Became Saipan Local Law 19-

11, item vetoed [Deadline 3/6/16] 


